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Sec. 5A-1. Preamble.

The purpose of this bylaw is to reduce the numibéalse alarms and to promote the
responsible use of alarm devices in the Town oh&tam. (5-7-90, Art. 17)
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Sec. 5A-2. Definitions.

For the purpose of this bylaw, the following defiiomns shall apply:

(a) AlarmDevice - Any device which when activated, calls for digmor fire response
and (1) transmits a signal to police or fire heatprs, (2) transmits a signal to a person who
relays information to police or the fire departmen(3) produces an audible or visible signal to
which the police or fire department are expectag$pond. Excluded from this definition and
the scope of this bylaw are devices which are desggl to alert or signal only persons within the
premises in which the device is installed and de=vighich are activated by the release of water
from a sprinkler system. (10-26-98, Art. 27)

(b) AlarmUser - The owner of any premises on which an alarniceas used; provided
that an occupant who expressly accepts respomgilidi an alarm device by registration
pursuant to Section 5 shall be deemed the alarm use

(c) Automatic Dial Alarm - A telephone device or attachment that mechawgical
electronically selects a telephone line to policére department and produces at the police or
fire station a prerecorded voice message repoatgrgninal act, fire or other emergency calling
for police or fire response. (10-26-98, Art .27)

(d) Contractor - Any individual, firm or corporation in the busiss of supplying and
installing alarm devices or servicing the same.

(e) False Alarm - Any activation of an alarm device to which thelipe or fire
department responds and which is not caused bgnanat act, fire or other emergency, except
an activation caused by (1) malfunction of teleghoompany equipment or lines as verified by
monitoring facilities at police or fire headquasieor as verified by the Administrator (2) power
failure as verified by the Administrator. (10-26;98t. 27)

Sec. 5A-3. Administrator.

There shall be in the town, administrators forralaevices who shall have the powers
and duties granted under this bylaw. The Chid?alfce or his designee and Fire Chief or his
designee shall be the Administrator under the doe@nd control of the Town Administrator.
(10-26-98, Art. 27)

Sec. 5A-4. Regulations.

The Board of Selectmen is authorized to adopt egguis for the administration of this
bylaw. (5-7-90, Art. 17)
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Sec. 5A-5. Alarm Appeal Board.

There shall be an Alarm Appeal Board appointedbyBoard of Selectmen which shall
consist of the Town Administrator or his desigreee] two residents of the Town of Stoneham.
(10-26-98, Art. 27) (10-18-07, Art. 7)

Sec. 5A-6. Registration required.

Each alarm user shall register his alarm devicé Wit administrator prior to use;
provided that alarm devices in use as of the affectate of this bylaw may be registered no later
than sixty (60) days from such date. (5-7-90, AR)

Sec. 5A-7. Registration procedure.

Alarm device registration shall be accomplishediltimg out a form provided by the
appropriate administrator to include such inforimatoncerning the identity of the prospective
alarm user, the identity of the alarm user's catdraif any, and the nature of the proposed alarm
device as the administrators may require. The Adstrators shall issue the alarm user written
acknowledgment of proper registration. Every alarser shall submit to the appropriate
Administrator the names and telephone numberssaffecient number of persons who can be
reached at any time, day or night, who are autbdria reset, repair or otherwise respond to an
emergency signal transmitted by an alarm devicghdll be the user's responsibility to keep this
list current at all times. (10-26-98, Art. 27)

Sec. 5A-8. Confidential information.

All information in the possession of the Administrg and the Police or Fire Department
concerning particular alarm users and particul@amaldevices, shall, to the extent permissible
under State law, be confidential and shall not ibelged without the written consent of the
alarm user or users concerned. (10-26-98, Art. 27)

Sec. 5A-9. Automatic dial alarms.

An automatic dial alarm system shall not be allowede connected to the Town of
Stoneham Police Department or Fire Department:2@L08, Art. 27)

Sec. 5A-10. Exterior audible devices.

Unless required by law, no alarm device which poedLan exterior audible signal shall
be installed unless its operation is automatigakyricted to a maximum of fifteen (15) minutes.

The Code of the Town of Stoneham, Massachusetts (04/2013) 5A-3



Stoneham Alarm Bylaw Chapter 5A

Any alarm device in use as of the effective datéha bylaw must comply with this section
within one hundred twenty (120) days of such d¢%7-90, Art. 17)

Sec. 5A-11. Falsealarm charges.

When the Police Department or Fire Department bapanded to a false alarm, the
appropriate Administrator shall impose a chargéherresponsible alarm user according to the
below referenced schedule. Ininstances wherethetRolice and Fire Departments respond to
a false alarm, the Administrator shall be the Elheef. (10-26-98, Art. 27)

A. First false alarm within one calendar year NO CHARGE
B. Second false alarm within one calendar year B8G0
C. Third (3rd) false alarm within one calendar year 100.0C
D. Fourth (4th) false alarm within one calendarryea 1500C
E. Fifth (5th) false alarm within one calendarryea 200.0(
F. Each additional false alarm after the fifth witbbne calendar

year - increment increase(s) above $200 of 50.0(¢
G. Any intentional false alarm 500.0C
H. Failure to register an alarm device 100.0(

. Use of automatic dial alarm or an exterior &lelalarm device
in violation of the provisions of this bylaw 150.0(
(10-18-07, Art.7)

There shall be no charge for the first false alaoturring within one (1) month after
installation of an alarm device, and such falsenalahall not be considered in determining
charges in accordance with the schedule set ferdim (5-7-90, Art. 17)

Sec. 5A-12. Notification and appeal.

The administrator shall notify the responsible mlarser of any false alarm charge by
mail within forty-five (45) days. After the mailinof such notice, the alarm user may file with
the Administrator, information to show that theradavas not a false alarm within the meaning
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of this bylaw. The Administrator shall, within tgffive (45) days consider such information,

reaffirm or rescind the false alarm charge, andfntte alarm user of his decision by mail.

Within thirty (30) days after mailing of such nai¢he alarm user may file a written appeal with
the Alarm Appeal Board. (5-7-90, Art. 17) (10-18;@rt. 7)

Sec 5A-13. Appeal tothe Alarm Appeal Board.

Upon receipt of a timely appeal from a false alaharge, the Alarm Appeal Board shall
hold a hearing to consider same and mail notitkefime and place of said hearing to the alarm
user making the appeal at his last known addrekssst fifteen (15) days before the hearing. On
the basis of information provided by the alarm wmad other information introduced at the
hearing, the Alarm Appeal Board shall affirm theude if it finds that the charge was properly
imposed or rescind the charge if the charge wagnmogerly imposed. (5-7-90, Art. 17)

Each notice of a false alarm charge or the reaffirom of such a charge by the
Administrator shall refer to and provide instruasaoncerning the alarm user's rights to further
recourse by filing information with the administigs) or an appeal to the Alarm Appeal Board
as the case may be. (5-7-90, Art. 17)

Sec. 5A-14. Refusal or failureto pay charge.

Refusal or failure to pay a charge properly leveball result in prosecution of the
violation in the local district court. The penattgt to exceed three hundred ($300.00) for each
offense. In the alternative, a non-criminal dispos penalty of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each
offense may be imposed pursuant to Section 1-4ihede bylaws. The additional enforcing
persons shall be the Fire Chief or the Fire Ch@d'signee. Each day a violation continues shall
constitute a separate offense. (10-26-98, Art(2@318-07, Art. 7)

Sec. 5A-15. Chargesand feespaid into General Fund.

Charges for false alarms and appeal fees will leated by the Administrators and
deposited into the General Fund of the Town. @B7Art. 17)

Sec. 5A-16. Responsibility of the Town.

Notwithstanding the provisions of this bylaw, tbevh, its departments, officers, agents
and employees shall be under no obligation whatsosancerning the adequacy, operation or
maintenance of any alarm device or of the alarm itaong facilities at police or fire
headquarters. No liability whatsoever is assunwedttie failure of such alarm devices or
monitoring facilities, or for the failure to respbto alarms or for any other act or omission in
connection with such alarm devices. Each alarmslsdl be deemed to hold and save harmless
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the town, its departments, officers, agents and@yeps from liability in connection with the
alarm user's alarm device. (10-26-98, Art. 27)

Sec. 5A-17. Enforcement of thisbylaw.

The Town may institute civil or criminal proceedap enforce the provisions of this
bylaw. In the alternative, a non-criminal dispwsitpenalty of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each
offense may be imposed pursuant to Section 1-4thede by laws. The additional enforcing
persons shall be the Fire Chief or the Fire Chéd'signee. (10-26-98, Art. 27) (10-18-07, Art.
7)

Sec. 5A-18. Exceptions.

The provisions of this bylaw shall not apply toratadevices on premises owned or
controlled by the Town, not to alarm devices insthin a motor vehicle or trailer. (5-7-90,
Art. 17)

Sec. 5A-19. Severability.

The invalidity of any part or parts of this bylawadl not affect the validity or
enforceability of the remaining portion of the hyla(5-7-90, Art. 17)

Sec. 5A-20. Firedetails.

Before undertaking 1) blasting, 2) demolition ofl@ings, 3) welding operations, or 4)
groups of people more than 500 in places of assemithin public or private property, the
person responsible for such work or gathering,nothe absence thereof, the owner of the
property, shall review such with the Chief of theePepartment, or his designee, to determine
whether or not such work will disrupt residentspadestrians in the form of dust, fire, or
explosion or cause other safety hazards to saisbpsr If the Fire Chief, or his designee,
determines that such work or gathering will cauaemhor effect the safety of residents,
pedestrians, or participants, the person respanaiid property owner shall observe the safety
precautions ordered by the Chief of the Fire Depant, including the hiring of Stoneham Fire
Personnel, under the existing provision for paid fietails to protect residents, pedestrians, or
participants from any dust, fire, explosion or otb&fety hazards that are connected to any such
work or gathering. (4-03-01, Art. 18)
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Sec. 5A-21. Lock boxeson certain buildings.

Any multi-family with a common area(s), commerci@l educational building whether
new or existing that is erected or remodeled otaine or will contain a fire alarm system or
sprinkler system of any kind, shall provide a Idox compatible with Stoneham Fire
Department requirements. Said lock box shall Is¢alled and located on the front of said
building as prescribed by the Fire Chief, or hisigeee. The lock box shall be used to house all
keys to the common area(s) of the building and 8tbneham Fire Rescue Officers shall have
the key to the box. (4-03-01, Art. 19)

Sec. 5A-22. Master-connected Fire Alarm systems.

Any multi-family with the minimum number of dwellgnunits as established by
regulation of the Stoneham Fire Department, comialear educational building whether new
or existing that is erected or substantially alferentaining greater than 5,000 square feet of
floor area shall be master-connected to the TowBtoheham’s Fire Alarm System at the
discretion of the Fire Chief or his design@be system shall be approved by the Fire Chref, o
his designee, and shall be compatible with the ToW&toneham’s Fire Alarm system in
existence at the time of application, as determmethe Fire Chief, or his designee. (4-03-01,
Art. 20) (5-5-08, Art. 16)

Sec. 5A-23. Permit feesfor the Stoneham Fire Department.

Oil burner installations $20.00

Propane installation and storage $20.00

Flammable liquid and combustible storage $20.00

Gunpowder and ammunitions storage $20.00

Fireworks display $50.00plus detail firefighter(s)
Blasting $50.00 plus detalil firefighter(s)
Carnivals permit $100.00 plus detail firefightér(s

Tank truck inspections $50.00 for 2 years

Tank removal
Tank installation
Smoke detector inspections
Single family
Two family
3-5 family
6-25 units
Over 25 units
Annual fee for connecting
to municipal fire alarm system

$50.00 per tank
$50.00 per tank

$20.00
$40.00
$20.00 per unit
$50.00 plus $10.00 per unit
$125.00 plus $10.00 per unit

$200.00
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Demolition $50.00 plus detail firefighter(s)
Welding and cutting $50.00 plus detalil firefigtisr
Tentage $20.00

Model rockets $20.00

Moving a building through entire cost of fire lata

Town of Stoneham involving labor and materials

moving of fire alarm wiring

Tar kettle $20.00
Supervised firing of cannon $20.00
Salamanders $20.00
Testing of sprinkler and standpipe systems $150.00
Plan review for commercial property

Fire alarm systems $50.00

Fire sprinkler systems $50.00
Quarterly inspections including

Hotel, motel, nursing homes, clinics $25.00

(4-03-01, Art. 21)

State law reference—Interference with police signal systems, G.L.@&82sec. 32.
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