
 Table of Contents 

The Code of the Town of Stoneham, Massachusetts  (042013) i  

 
Table of Contents 

 Page 

Preface  i 

 

PART I 

 

Selectmen-Administrator Act Act-1 

 

PART II - BYLAWS 

CHAPTER 1  

GENERAL PROVISIONS............................................................................................ 1-1 

 

CHAPTER 2 

ADMINISTRATION ..................................................................................................... 2-1 

ARTICLE I.  In General............................................................................................. 2-4 

ARTICLE II.  Town Meetings ................................................................................... 2-4 

ARTICLE III.  Finance and Advisory Board ............................................................. 2-7 

ARTICLE IV.  Officers, Boards and Committees, Generally ................................... 2-9 

ARTICLE V.  Committees....................................................................................... 2-11 

ARTICLE VI.  Board of Selectmen......................................................................... 2-15 

ARTICLE VII.  Town Counsel ................................................................................ 2-16 

ARTICLE VIII.  Town Clerk ................................................................................... 2-18 

ARTICLE IX.  Treasurer and Tax Collector............................................................ 2-19 

ARTICLE X.  Housing Authority............................................................................ 2-22 

ARTICLE XI.  Planning Board................................................................................ 2-22 

ARTICLE XII.  Council on Aging........................................................................... 2-22 

 



Table of Contents  

ii The Code of the Town of Stoneham, Massachusetts  (04/2013) 

CHAPTER 3 

ANIMALS AND FOWL................................................................................................ 3-1 

ARTICLE I.  In General............................................................................................. 3-1 

ARTICLE II.  Dogs.................................................................................................... 3-1 

 

CHAPTER 4 

BUILDINGS ................................................................................................................... 4-1 
Building Permit Fees.................................................................................................. 4-1 

 

CHAPTER 5  

ELECTRICITY, PLUMBING AND GAS................................................................... 5-1 

Electrical Fee Schedule.............................................................................................. 5-1 

Plumbing Fee Schedule.............................................................................................. 5-2 

Gas Fee Schedule....................................................................................................... 5-2 

Notice of Proposed Placement of Wires; Permits for Placement of Wires................ 5-2 

Gas Inspector - Establishment of Position ................................................................. 5-2 

 

CHAPTER 5A 

STONEHAM ALARM BYLAW............................................................................... 5A-1 

 

CHAPTER 6 

HEALTH AND SANITATION .................................................................................... 6-1 

 

CHAPTER 7 

JUNK AND SECONDHAND ARTICLES .................................................................. 7-1 

 

CHAPTER 8 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC........................................................................ 8-1 

 



 Table of Contents 

The Code of the Town of Stoneham, Massachusetts  (042013) iii  

CHAPTER 9 

OFFENSES -MISCELLANEOUS ............................................................................... 9-1 

 

CHAPTER 10 

PERSONNEL ............................................................................................................... 10-1 

ARTICLE I.  In General........................................................................................... 10-6 

ARTICLE II.  Personnel Board................................................................................ 10-7 

  Division 1.  Generally ........................................................................................ 10-7 

  Division 2.  Records........................................................................................... 10-8 

  Division 3.  Appointments and Approvals......................................................... 10-9 

ARTICLE III.  Physical Examinations...................................................................10-11 

ARTICLE IV.  Leaves ........................................................................................... 10-13 

ARTICLE V.  Classification.................................................................................. 10-17 

  Division 1.  Generally ...................................................................................... 10-17 

  Division 2.  Job Descriptions........................................................................... 10-21 

 

CHAPTER 11 

WETLANDS PROTECTION BYLAW..................................................................... 11-1 

 

CHAPTER 11A 

STORMWATER....................................................................................................... 11A-1 

 

CHAPTER 12 

SOLICITORS, CANVASSERS, ETC........................................................................ 12-1 

ARTICLE I.  In General........................................................................................... 12-1 

ARTICLE II.  Registration....................................................................................... 12-4 

 

CHAPTER 13 

STREETS AND SIDEWALKS................................................................................... 13-1 

 



Table of Contents  

iv The Code of the Town of Stoneham, Massachusetts  (04/2013) 

CHAPTER 13A 

EARTH REMOVAL ................................................................................................ 13A-1 

 

CHAPTER 14 

WATER ........................................................................................................................ 14-1 

 

CHAPTER 14A 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ................................................................................ 14A-1 

 

CHAPTER 15 

ZONING ....................................................................................................................... 15-1 

1.0 PURPOSES AND AUTHORITY............................................................... 15-10 

2.0 DEFINITIONS............................................................................................ 15-10 

3.0 ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS ........................................................ 15-21 

 3.1 Districts ............................................................................................. 15-21 

 3.2 Location of Districts.......................................................................... 15-22 

 3.3 Interpretation of District Boundaries ................................................ 15-22 

4.0 USE REGULATIONS................................................................................ 15-22 

 4.1 Application of Use Regulations ........................................................ 15-22 

 4.2 Residence A Districts........................................................................ 15-24 

 4.3 Residence B District ......................................................................... 15-28 

 4.4 Neighborhood Business District ....................................................... 15-30 

 4.5 Business District ............................................................................... 15-31 

 4.6 Central Business District................................................................... 15-32 

 4.7 Highway Business District................................................................ 15-32 

 4.8 Commercial District I........................................................................ 15-34 

 4.9 Medical District ................................................................................ 15-36 

 4.10 Recreation/Open Space District ........................................................ 15-37 

 4.11 Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District ..................................... 15-38 

 4.12 Education District ............................................................................. 15-40 

 4.13 Commercial/Mixed Use District ....................................................... 15-40 



 Table of Contents 

The Code of the Town of Stoneham, Massachusetts  (042013) v  

 4.14 Commercial District III ..................................................................... 15-42 

 4.15 Medical/Office District ..................................................................... 15-44 

 4.16 Senior Residental Overlay (SRO) District ........................................ 15-46 

 4.17 Residential/Business Overlay District .............................................. 15-50 

 4.18 Railroad right-Of-Way District ......................................................... 15-50 

 4.19 Reserved ............................................................................................. 15-51 

 4.20 East School Overlay District............................................................... 15-51 

 4.21 North Elementary School Overlay District......................................... 15-52 

 4.22 Residential Overlay Fallon Road District .......................................... 15-53 

5.0 INTENSITY REGULATIONS................................................................... 15-54 

 5.1 Application........................................................................................ 15-54 

 5.2 Dimensional Regulations by District ................................................ 15-54 

 5.3 Special Conditions and Exceptions................................................... 15-54 

6.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING ALL DISTRICTS..................... 15-59 

 6.1 Application........................................................................................ 15-59 

 6.2 Non-Conforming Uses and Structures .............................................. 15-59 

 6.3 Off-Street Parking Requirements...................................................... 15-62 

 6.4 Reserved............................................................................................ 15-69 

 6.5 Screening and Landscaping............................................................... 15-69 

 6.6 Lighting............................................................................................. 15-70 

 6.7 Signs.................................................................................................. 15-70 

 6.8 Performance Standards ..................................................................... 15-93 

 6.9 Flood Plain (Overlay) District Regulations....................................... 15-94 

 6.10 Land Fill Regulation ......................................................................... 15-95 

 6.11 Wireless Service Facility Requirements and Restrictions ................ 15-97 

7.0 ADMINISTRATION................................................................................ 15-109 

 7.1 Board of Appeals ............................................................................ 15-109 

 7.2 Board of Selectmen......................................................................... 15-111 

 7.3 Planning Board................................................................................ 15-112 

 7.4 Special Permit ................................................................................. 15-113 

 7.5 Enforcement.................................................................................... 15-114 

 7.6 Right to Appeal .............................................................................. .15-118 



Table of Contents  

vi The Code of the Town of Stoneham, Massachusetts  (04/2013) 

8.0 APPLICABILITY.................................................................................... .15-118 

 8.1 Effective Date ................................................................................ .15-118 

 8.2 Other Regulations ........................................................................... 15-119 

 8.3 Limitations ......................................................................................15-119 

 8.4 Validity............................................................................................ 15-119 

 8.5 Severability .....................................................................................15-119 

9.0 ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT ......................................................... 15-119 

 

CHAPTER 16 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN ........................................................................................ 16-1 

ARTICLE I.  In General........................................................................................... 16-6 

ARTICLE II.  Site Plan Approval............................................................................ 16-6 

  Division 1.  Generally ........................................................................................ 16-6 

  Division 2.  Site Design and Bonding.............................................................. 16-12 

  Division 3.  Summary of Procedure and Simplified Procedures for Approval 16-13 

ARTICLE III.  Vehicles for Hire ........................................................................... 16-15 

  Division 1.  Generally . .................................................................................... 16-15  

  Division 2.  License . ....................................................................................... 16-16 

  Division 3.  Permit . ......................................................................................... 16-19 

  Division 4.  Operation ..................................................................................... 16-22 

  Division 5.  Fares. ............................................................................................ 16-24 

  Division 6.  Information Update and Penalties . .............................................. 16-25 

ARTICLE IV.  Alcohol Beverage Rules and Regulations..................................... 16-26 

ARTICLE V.  Town Common Regulations……………………………............... 16-41 

 

CHAPTER 17 

PLANNING BOARD................................................................................................... 17-1 

ARTICLE I.  In General........................................................................................... 17-2 

ARTICLE II.  Approval of Subdivisions .................................................................17-2 

ARTICLE III.  Special Permit Granting Authority - Rules and Regulations......... 17-14 

 



 Table of Contents 

The Code of the Town of Stoneham, Massachusetts  (042013) vii  

CHAPTER 18 

BOARD OF APPEALS ............................................................................................... 18-1 

ARTICLE I.  Organization....................................................................................... 18-2 

ARTICLE II.  Applications...................................................................................... 18-4 

ARTICLE III.  Hearings........................................................................................... 18-6 

ARTICLE IV.  Disposition by the Board.................................................................18-8 

ARTICLE V.  Policies ........................................................................................... 18-10 

ARTICLE VI.  Comprehensive Permits Rules ...................................................... 18-10 

 

CHAPTER 19 

BOARD OF RETIREMENT ...................................................................................... 19-1 

 

CHAPTER 20 

BOARD OF HEALTH ................................................................................................ 20-1 

ARTICLE I.  In General........................................................................................... 20-5 

ARTICLE II.  Nuisances........................................................................................ 20-11 

ARTICLE III.  Animals and Fowl.......................................................................... 20-12 

ARTICLE IV.  Disease Dangerous to Public Health ............................................. 20-21 

ARTICLE V.  Dumpster Regulations .................................................................... 20-27 

ARTICLE VI.  Sandblasting .................................................................................. 20-31 

ARTICLE VII.  DNA Ordinance ...........................................................................20-34 

ARTICLE VIII.  Landfill Regulations ...................................................................20-34 

ARTICLE IX.  Tobacco Control Regulations........................................................ 20-34 

ARTICLE X.  Smoke-Free Restaurant Regulation................................................ 20-39 

ARTICLE XI. Rules and Regulations for Body Art Establishments  

and Practitioners..................................................................................................... 20-41 

ARTICLE XII. Housing Fitness Certificate........................................................... 20-64 

 

CHAPTER 21 

COUNCIL ON AGING ............................................................................................... 21-1 

ARTICLE I.  The Council........................................................................................ 21-2 



Table of Contents  

viii The Code of the Town of Stoneham, Massachusetts  (04/2013) 

ARTICLE II.  Officers ............................................................................................. 21-3 

ARTICLE III.  Duties of the Officers ...................................................................... 21-3 

ARTICLE IV.  Committees ..................................................................................... 21-4 

ARTICLE V.  Meetings ........................................................................................... 21-4 

ARTICLE VI.  Director ........................................................................................... 21-4 

ARTICLE VII.  Publicity ......................................................................................... 21-4 

ARTICLE VIII.  Grievances .................................................................................... 21-5 

ARTICLE IX.  Date of Bylaws................................................................................ 21-5 

ARTICLE X.  Amendments..................................................................................... 21-5 

 

CHAPTER 22 

STONEHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY............................................................................. 22-1 

ARTICLE I.  Name and Authorization ....................................................................22-2 

ARTICLE II.  Mission Statement ............................................................................ 22-3 

ARTICLE III.  Trustees............................................................................................ 22-3 

ARTICLE IV. Officers............................................................................................. 22-4 

ARTICLE V.  Committees....................................................................................... 22-5 

ARTICLE VI.  Meetings.......................................................................................... 22-5 

ARTICLE VII.  Duties of the Board of Trustees ..................................................... 22-6 

ARTICLE VIII.  Collective Authority of the Board ................................................ 22-7 

ARTICLE IX.  Parliamentary Rules ........................................................................ 22-7 

ARTICLE X.  Amendments..................................................................................... 22-8 

 

PART IV - LEGISLATIVE ACTS 

 

Legislative Acts Accepted or Petitioned by the Town ......................  Legislative Acts-1 


