
Stoneham Board of Selectmen – Minutes of Meeting of May 27, 2014 
Chairman Thomas Boussy called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  Also present were Selectman John F. DePinto, 
Selectwoman Ann Marie O’Neill, Selectman Frank Vallarelli, Town Administrator David Ragucci and Town Counsel 
William H. Solomon.  Selectman Robert W. Sweeney was not present.  
 
Presentation from Chris Huntress w/Huntress Associates/Turf Fields 
Chris Huntress from Huntress Associates gave a presentation on Turf Fields. Chairman Boussy opens up to the Board 
for comments.  Chairman Boussy opens up to public comment.  
 
Presentation of Heritage Award/Historical Commission 
Co-Chairwoman Margaret Warren from the Historical Commission states that she is pleased to appear before you this 
evening to present our annual Heritage Award. This award has been given since 1992 for “exceptional contributions to 
preservation and awareness of Stoneham’s historical legacy” to a local citizen, organization or business.  Before I 
announce the recipient, let me speak briefly about Lindenwood Cemetery that was designed by our Town Surveyor 
Amasa Farrier and is 153 years old this month.  We know from the voluminous report of the Lindenwood Committee 
that Amasa Farrier was clearly aware of the rural cemetery movement in America and its icon, Mount Auburn 
Cemetery in Cambridge. Utilizing landscape architecture principles, Farrier designed and laid out curved paths and 
ornamental plantings, left the hills and trees to be part of Lindenwood’s attraction and allowed the roads to follow the 
contour of the land. To the left of today’s entrance, Farrier installed a pond and fountain fed by Sweetwater Brook. We 
know from the 1861 map that the roads in the original 23 acres were named after trees…Oak, Linden, Hemlock, 
Willow, Pine, Spruce and so on. May is National Preservation month, a time when we celebrate those who protect and 
enhance the places that make our communities special. This year, the Historical Commission is pleased to honor 
college student Emily Allard for her community leadership project to enhance our historical Lindenwood Cemetery. 
Stoneham’s Girl Scout Coordinator, Maureen Buckley wrote the nomination for Emily:  Recently Emily organized and 
led a project to make Lindenwood Cemetery in Stoneham, more accessible to visitors. It would also help the volunteers 
who place veterans flags on graves there each year, around Memorial Day, be able to locate them. Her project involved 
coordinating and overseeing the research of missing street and path signs at the cemetery and documenting these 
locations, raising funds for project costs, coordinating the installation of new street signs at the cemetery, creating a 
cemetery map and map holder that is now located at the Lindenwood Cemetery near the entrance, and also supervising 
the creation of a brochure for the public, that includes a map of the cemetery and cemetery rules. These improvements 
help both the Memorial Day Parade committee and also the general public who come to visit the cemetery, with 
locating their loved one’s grave at Lindenwood. Emily showed a great deal of maturity and commitment in undertaking 
this project.  Mrs. Buckley tells us that this project led to your Girl Scout Gold Award. The Historical Commission 
thanks you, Emily, for your leadership in identifying these needs in our historic Lindenwood Cemetery and working 
with your team to create permanent solutions. Congratulations on a job well done. 
 
Senior Center Update/Maureen Canova 
Maureen Canova the Director of the Council was present to give the Board an update on the Senior Center.  She gives 
statistics on what services they have provided to the seniors.  Mrs. Canova explains their financial struggles at the 
Senior Center.  Rachel Meredith-Warren from the Finance & Advisory Board explains the review that was done on the 
Senior Center.   
 
Liquor Licensing Authority 
Selectman DePinto moved to go into Liquor Licensing Authority and return as the Board of Selectman, seconded by 
Selectwoman O’Neill. 
      Voting in Favor: 
        Selectman DePinto 
        Selectwoman O’Neill 
        Selectman Vallarelli 
        Chairman Boussy 
Motion was unanimously voted (4-0). 
 
Meeting recessed at 8:25 p.m. to go into Liquor Licensing Authority. 
Meeting reconvened at 8:27 p.m.  
 
Grant Discussion/Rachel Meredith-Warren 
Rachel Meredith-Warren, 111 Franklin Street was present to give information and discuss CBDG grants. Mrs. Warren 
is interested in pursuing these grants.  She is looking for support from the Board in going forward. She suggests maybe 
looking for programs that deal with sidewalks.  Selectwoman O’Neill states this is a great idea and appreciates Rachel 
donating her time to do this.  The Board states that she has their support.   
 
Appointments to Boards/Committees 
Open Space and Recreation 
One appointment for a three-year term effective until 4/30/17 
Selectman Vallarelli moved to appoint William Previdi to the one (3) three-year term.  Motion was seconded by 
Selectman DePinto and unanimously voted (4-0).   
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Appointment to Retirement Board 
Selectman Vallarelli moved to appoint Kathleen Sullivan as the Selectmen Designee to the Retirement Board.  Motion 
was seconded by Selectwoman O’Neill and unanimously voted (3-0-1).  Selectman DePinto abstained due to the other 
designee being his brother-in-law.   
 
Discussion on Golf Course/Boussy 
Chairman Boussy states that he’s received complaints that credit cards are not being accepted at the Golf Course and 
the greens are not being kept up.  Chairman Boussy states that the credit card issue has been resolved.  Larry Means, 4 
Victoria Lane states that the condition of the Golf Course is terrible.  He states the greens are in rough shape and if the 
greens go his fear that we will lose the Golf Course.  He feels that the Golf Course is our prized possession.  He feels 
we need a greens keeper for the Course not the DPW.  Selectmen DePinto comments on other courses having the same 
problems right now due to bad winter.  Mr. Ragucci states there are experts that come and lay out the plan that we do 
follow as we did when we had the greens keeper.  Marylou Bracciotti, 36 Broadway states the credit card issue has 
been an ongoing problem along with the watering issue.  Mrs. Bracciotti states the lack of advertising for the Golf 
Course is a problem.  Celeste Corbett, 445 William Street states that the golf course is definitely down. Mrs. Corbett 
suggests if the grounds keeper has retired why not replace him with another grounds keeper.  Mrs. Corbett states that 
she is here to speak on something she received today regarding a swap with par three for Weiss Farm.   Chairman 
Boussy states that her question will be discussed under Miscellaneous.  Edith Previdi, 11 Elmhurst Road states that all 
of what Larry stated was true.  Paula Sarno, 6 Ellen Road states that the Town is penny conscious and dollar poor.  
Dolly Wilson, asks that if the Open Space is being reorganized that they are asked to update the Open Space plan.    
 
Selectman O’Neill made a motion to move up Miscellaneous.   
 
Miscellaneous Correspondence 
Chairman Boussy clarifies the there was a discussion on whether or not Corcoran would be interested in a land swap.  
There were no deals made at that meeting it was just a discussion.  There were things that were not on the table during 
this brief discussion.  Selectman DePinto asks if Attorney Witten was consulted.  Chairman Boussy states he was 
consulted and was not opposed to this discussion.  Mr. Ragucci states that if this goes it can only go through Town 
Meeting.  Selectwoman O’Neill states that right now it is only an idea.  She wants to know where do we go from here 
to get the towns input.  Chairman Boussy states we need to get a really good feel of what direction the Town wants to 
go with.  Attorney Solomon states that they have a contact with the seller and we are not looking to affect that.  Tara 
Lawler, 53 Walsh Ave states they still need to work with the Town if this swap happens.  Mrs. Corbett states that she 
emphasizes that everyone needs to be involved in the process.  She also wants to clarify the land swap process.  John 
Eaton, 18 Citation Ave does not think the idea of the land swap is big news it has been a thought for some time even if 
it has not been spoken.   Scott LeBeau, 55 Pleasant Street wondering if the Town is going to pursue this and will 
Corcoran have to do all the same process as with Weiss Farm.  Mr. Ragucci states yes.  Devon Manchester, 13 Beacon 
Street thinks it’s a great idea.  James Sullivan, 6 Sunset Road states its important that the Town is going to continue to 
fight Weiss Farm but at the same time look at what this could do to the other neighborhood that could be a potential 
location.  Paula Sarno, 6 Ellen Road states she has mixed emotions of a land swap.  She wants to know all details and 
who are going to be affected by this.  Mrs. Sarno went through a pro and con list she had.  William Previdi, 11 
Elmhurst Road states that he is putting his Finance & Advisory hat on he states the Town should look at what the 
highest and best use for that property should be.  He thinks that location could be one of the best revenue generators.  
He states there could be other areas to look at.  Steve Sylvester, 28 Citation Avenue wants to make sure we have 
control over this swap.  Rachel Meredith-Warren, 111 Franklin Street asks if Mrs. Weiss was not there correct.  
Chairman Boussy states that she is not a part of this process.  Selectman DePinto states that we are continuing to fight 
the same if not more than we have been.  Selectman DePinto asks about the Verizon payments.  Attorney Solomon 
states he is looking into get backup.  Selectman DePinto asks about the Governor waiving additional liquor licenses.  
Attorney Solomon states hopefully soon we will not have to go to legislature but that has not happened yet.  Selectman 
DePinto asks about the Data Collection position and if there was a Stoneham Resident qualified.  He states that going 
forward that the Boards consider Stoneham residents be first choice if that person is qualified for any future positions.  
Chairman Boussy states that the Shingles vaccine will be available at the Board of Health.  Chairman Boussy states the 
Water & Review Board will meet with the Finance & Advisory Board first then they come to us.  Selectman DePinto 
made a motion to post pone the June 3, 2014 meeting with the Water & Sewer Review Board until after they meet with 
the Finance & Advisory Board, seconded by Selectwoman O’Neill and unanimously voted (4-0). 
 
Selectman DePinto made a motion to take a 5 minute recess, seconded by Selectwoman O’Neill and unanimously 
voted (4-0).   
 
Approve Minutes 
Selectwoman O’Neill made motion to approve minutes of May 13, 2014, seconded by Selectwoman DePinto.  Motion 
was unanimously voted (4-0).  Selectman DePinto moved approval of the executive session minutes of May 13, 2014, 
and not to release them, seconded by Selectman Vallarelli.  Motion was unanimously voted (4-0).  
 
Accept and Number Warrant Articles for Special Town Meeting 
Selectman DePinto moved to accept the articles as proposed #1 and #2, seconded by Selectwoman O’Neill and 
unanimously voted (4-0).   
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Sign Warrant for Special Town Meeting 
Selectman DePinto moved to sign the warrant. Motion was seconded by Selectwoman O’Neill and unanimously voted 
(4-0). 
 
Boston MPO Support Letter Request/Town Administrator 
Mr. Ragucci requests the support of the Board in drafting two letters in support of the Bike Path.   Dolly Wilson the 
Secretary of the Bike and Greenway Committee explains every year MPO releases a document that shows all the 
projects.  This shows support for the project from the Town.  Selectman DePinto made a motion giving Mr. Ragucci 
approval of the letter, seconded by Selectwoman O’Neill and unanimously voted (4-0). 
 
Fallon Road Architectural Design & Landscaping Review 
Selectwoman O’Neill states that where the by-laws were just passed we should use this in our favor.  She would 
request they come back for more questions on the design of the Fallon Road Project.  Attorney Solomon states Counsel 
for the developer is fine with coming back.   
 
Town Administrator Reports 
Mr. Ragucci states leases are expiring with the current renters of the Bike Patch.  Letters will be going out to let them 
know that by June 30, 2014 they need to vacate.  Mr. Ragucci states that last Monday we met with Corcoran Group for 
informational purposes and we have until Thursday to send letter to MassHousing.  Attorney Solomon and Attorney 
Witten drafted a letter and he asks permission of the Board to send the letter.   Selectman DePinto made a motion to 
give the Chairman permission to sign letter once everyone approves, seconded by Selectwoman O’Neill and 
unanimously voted (4-0).   
 
Selectman DePinto made a motion to adjourn and was seconded by Selectwoman O’Neill and unanimously voted (4-
0). 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:40 p.m. 
       
      Respectfully submitted, 

      Erin Sinclair 


