Name: £’ZZ}?¢:: £ Z‘“Cé"f

Address: .2 F2 4440 2.

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: [?/ “) i [@

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Frankiin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. 1 urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham régu!arly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning faws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
fwo bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel

. and other resources as well. Qur need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have fo be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.
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Sincerely,
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Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen

35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, ! am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totaily inappropriate
for that location. I urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Frankliin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.
There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a haif mile of Frankiin

- Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high

school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School couid not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. 1t is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in.our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have fo be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, , M
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Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. I urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of .
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will iravei by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

‘Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schoois on Franklin Street inciuding the high
schoo! with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of \Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School couid not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the aiready congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning L aws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
infention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards _

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
‘likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmiand soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middie and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional fown personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, Al oy
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Date: [2- !D' Lg'

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm:
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Frankiin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public fransportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankiin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’s pians request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. 1t is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unweicome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middie and high schoo! levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,
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Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264 -
“apartments and 458 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Tfafﬁc on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Frankiin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automaobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Frankiin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschoof aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily fraffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no '
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middie and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stongham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.
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Stoneham, MA 02180
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Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, [ am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces wiil bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Frankfin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for t ocal Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,
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Name: __J A IE$ S ARNE
Address: (p £l lew z@\ﬂ
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: [ 2 /0-'/’3

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily fraffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for L.ocal Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
infention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed_in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerel .
awmy
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Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: (A (0 13

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Address: U( .

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Trafﬁc on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of Schooi Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95. :

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankiin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are ali within a few hundred feet of Weiss .
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height fo 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities
The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114

- two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire

school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham
The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing

units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,
[
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Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180
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Address:

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Frankiin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
-the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potentiat Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnei
and other resources as well. QOur need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, e
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Name: /L.q 42 6;_,9 / [ /'“Ua./] .

Address: 55—?/.,,( /1 né,f?l.df v ’8 DLO‘
Stoneham, MA 02180 |

Date: [ L0 43

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen

35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic.on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of Schoo! Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
‘additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Frankiin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor o three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95. :

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances fo three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed deveiopment will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion couid create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnei
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham faxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.

- Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, Mm
Q"’”’L’ /- 2



Name: ﬁ o8 \C}»?;}MPA rEly,
Address: 3 (L.3T F LRDIMANY ST
Stoneharﬁ, MA 02180

Date: __ /A ¢ /O jj

Members of the Board

Board of Selectmen

35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Pi_'oject #3SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 86 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. Iurge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Frankiin Stréet to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin- -

Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffi¢ data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would seversly impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Frankiin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buiidings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development wili
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
iIncreases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfali that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,
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Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Cenfral Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm:
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Frankiin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public fransportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handie additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankiin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to detérmine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety'on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
- more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soﬂ erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staif, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional fown personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, @ /
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Date: /ﬂ'/Qe/B

Members of the Board

Board of Selectmen

35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

| Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

- Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additicnal automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
fiving at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Frankiin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Frankiin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a haif mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high schogl property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apariments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for schoo! children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,
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Address:

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: /'j‘fQ’Jjﬁ

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of tha Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will iravel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Strest. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of \Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Frankiin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. 1t is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a probiem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted
water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high schoot levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.
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Sincerely,



Name: S\zﬂg@\:& 9? SZA‘;TZ__
Address:_ S Y H/eH S
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: (A 1p 13
Members of the Board

Board of Selectmen

35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitied by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankliin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. QOur need for additional fown personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, 9 Moo
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w &/ X }:"’9““—



Name: i bisis 'vl"d-lé") o ( "(,S .
- -
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Stoneham, MA 02180
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Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Chiidren
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Frankiin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street inciuding the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Frankiin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
- can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Frankiin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws _
Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning l[aws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods. '

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly. pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water. -

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities -
The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middie and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
- Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,
a
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.Name:'?émq&tﬁ /ngwje
Address: ¥ Can pbecl R,

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: /A /0/j

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Strest
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject. The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264

- apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application. '

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons af VWeiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances fo three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily fraffic and safety on Franklin Strest. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. 1t is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumuiation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Singately




Name: _%A ﬁérfi
Address: __ 26 /7/4?// 4 0/
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: / 02 ] D ‘lj

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

_Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public fransportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a haif mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
schoo!l with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

- Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street

area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans reguest relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfail on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from poiluted

water.

Unweicome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by

Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Consfruction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,



Name: _J Homps [Boyssy
Address: /9 &itér RO
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: /4] & /j
Members of the Board

Board of Selectmen

35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. 1 urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile. .

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Meirose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student popuiation of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmiand soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and cother resources as well. Qur need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that wouid have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtediy will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%. -
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,



Name: MNVARAE L WRARWSER -
Address: \b R AN AT

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: /A 113

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm:
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. 1 urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and piaces of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Frankiin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middie School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning [aws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and fiooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unweicome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham '

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,

MichoQ Wavmin



Name: fﬁhg Y _/(7‘?’/VU /J‘%/
Address: &2, /7 pats ﬂf{; [in s
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: 13 /0/3

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm:;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-008

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of Schoo! Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces wili bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public fransportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on schoo! days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankiin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Frankiin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apariment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptabie.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

- Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but pians are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unweicome Increase in Bemand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that wouid have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

_Sincerely, @ Mo C’ 7%
' 2



vame(avel T D, LoRen=o
Address:éj{ 6%/’“ M~ )}~ 5 /, §747M A%/ rha. ﬂ)‘ir'c:?

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: /A /O +)3

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public fransportation on Franklin Street, tenanis
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95,

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Frankiin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily fraffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Frankiin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed deveiopment will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil ercsion could create a health hazard from polluted

walter.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staif, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded ctassrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Qur need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, W // /g W




Name: %ﬁ’fc/c‘t /-/y/a,njc/
Address: 2 Centval S

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: __ /2 1013

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen

35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subjéct: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. 1urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and piaces of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor o three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schoocls in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School couid not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Strest will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Law

Developer’s plans request rellef from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. it is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards
Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from

rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmiand soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any ievel are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, /%g" Wf'ﬂd A. ‘7% A?/




Name: Ro\oﬂlﬂf’ T%V{W
Address: & [ Fel fscm/y @Sﬁ’
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: \3 ' \\“ \’)‘_\

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Strest
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Frankfin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travei by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half-mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are ali within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’'s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. it is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

‘Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unweicome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cifies
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,

W«ﬁb% :



Name: Z,J )@ ERS

Address: ?277‘7’7 Wipig/ =
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: \“]’ \\ - \h E\’l)
Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. 1 urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 458 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travei by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive fraffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Frankiin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street inciuding the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards
Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from

rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
proiect of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly wili increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. 8. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sinéereiy, l | éé)’y / ﬁ%‘}/g_,




Name: ‘ /
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Stoneham, MA 02180
N 4
Date: . P

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. I urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Meirose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham-nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The enirances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Frankiin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmiand soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school leveis requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources woulid create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, %ﬁ/ ' ?/ «5/{4715%;%» ,




Name: _JAP/1EL A %W%ﬂ/
Address: _Z 7 %W 67

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: 21013

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Comimions at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Frankiin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Frankiin -
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankiin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Sireet is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Heaith Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.
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Stoneham, MA 02180
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Date: 7~

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Frankiin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred fest of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middie School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Strest when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning L aws

Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoif from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unweicome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked -
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and buiiding space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham
The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing

units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities

and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

¢’ ' '
Sincerely, <«
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Name: Q L R (CHIOVE

Address: $~9° S A1 b/ ST

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: / J“/ / ”// 32

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

iraffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public fransportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handie additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is aiready burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankiin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer's pians request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soif erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

-The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as weil. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have fo be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, ’f 2 M




: Name:;zzz Aqad ﬁﬁﬁ@,{f/b‘?

Address: /b Crielleuamd Pe

Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: {263

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, I am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances fo three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middie School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the aiready congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Frankfin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws _

Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the aliowable height. 1t is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
-units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,



Name: %\“ﬁ %UP\BMF—— -
Address: LH W ! M&'(‘\P MU‘&/
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: \2'”7“‘2)

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-1 3-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. I urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a haif mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School couid not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, g M,
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Name: Aiem dm |+§!f!2'zdd |

Address: &) Centra S\,l@(o £

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: D\I ol

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, ! am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. 1 urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Frankiin Strest because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their chiidren to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
schooi with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children. -



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious [and becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmiand soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Qur need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, )
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Name:

Address:? el R'D

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: /2 /; ‘)/3077
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Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate

~ for that location. 1 urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants -
living at the Commons at VWeiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Frankiin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankiin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning L aws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high schoot levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by

- Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham -

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.




Name: ‘t-_R.PvV\,(-\{\'EQ D( ﬂmno\
Address: 2. THOMPSo s P, KD-
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: __ &~ 1O -\%

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm:
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. [ urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it

provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Frankiin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationaiize construction of a huge apartment project on
Frankiin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards
Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from

rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion couid create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three badroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our {axes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham
The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,%d ’0 Z 2




Name: / % éc’aT
Address: 9%@@/ A
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: /0 Dece, 4/ XS

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Comnions at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Frankiin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly-use-Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Frankiin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning L aws
Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from poliuted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerel

/



Name:- %"Q— C M
Address(:/e;] 6 f M -&& v
Stoneham, MA 02180

pate: /2-//0 /)3

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, 1 am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. I urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin_Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on schoo! days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because i
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school commitiee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle Schoot could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Strest will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion couid create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high schoot levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by

- Stonsham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham
The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing

units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, C, W
, |
2




Name: F—‘ﬁhuuﬁ G\\\CSQ_U‘:L_
Address: V0 PH\ L. "is i)
Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: \'}!\Olleﬂ
Members of the Board

Board of Selectmen

35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. I urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Frankiin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Frankiin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Frankiin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor {0 three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for\preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmiand soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Uiilities

The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Qur need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham
The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities -
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, . .
Ao éf-o
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Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: /A -/~ 3

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
- MassHousing Project #8A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of St am, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.

- The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264

apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because i
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middie School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Frankiin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. !t is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

- water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, _ —




Name: 7?066 e STE-(,(AL

Address: 3 D saad ST,

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: |/ 2/ / 0{/ A

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. 1 urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides. a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middie School couid not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards
Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from

rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and fiooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, .,
f
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Name: 4 )11 Bawy Bowemman -

Address: {142 Frenkiw Sk

Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: 12 /70 //3

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive trafiic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Frankiin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructied on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Frankiin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for L ocal Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area

~ historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studics, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely, Z/Z/V\‘ //‘i S
2




Name: J")@)&W JZZVCJV\

Address: /&0 LE/\S‘UV € 1@&4%7

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date:m / 0{, 03

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile. -

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a haif mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankiin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankliin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an-apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from poliuted

walter.

Unweicome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high schoof levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,



Name: WL i .S 3D GL&“U&B‘@

Address: _ Ty ™ L)J\ St
WOADB/AD WAL GBS
Stcaghert. MA 02180

Date: _ {2C. YO ,LOV3A

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject. The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:
As a reéident of Stoneham, [ am firmly opposed to the application for Site

Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264

‘apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate

for that location. 1urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.
| Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Frankfin Street, tenants -
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Frankiin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviousiy unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
infention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decenniai U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,

(X003 ,



Name:gm 0/ é‘{'/ /(./f 0 Ai
Address: | ¢ olvwt pos Dos

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: /5*/10 [ 203

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Meirose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95,

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Frankiin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Frankiin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Frankiin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws
Developer’'s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,

Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than doubile the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumuiation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development wilt
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apariments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this fown desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,



Name: %/@,;c /K)Ug,d&
Address: 1/ § Rurred 5{—
Stonsham—Mao2180 Milsse MA owm7c

Date: /af’//csf 13

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm:
MassHousing Project #5A-13-006

Dear Members of the Board;

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Chiidren
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants -
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95. '

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances fo three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’'s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowabie height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmiand soil erosion could create a healih hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities
The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
. resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordeting cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,

he fogte |



Stoneham, MA 02180

Date: { 9//62/ 23

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street

~ Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site

Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.

The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264

apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate

for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.
Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of School Children

Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of

‘additional automobiles entering and exiting Franklin Street on a daily basis.

Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automaobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handle additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The school committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high schoo! property
because it would severely impact daily fraffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning Laws

Developer’s plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Woater Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmland soil erosion could create a health hazard from poliuted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Utilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middie and high school levels requiring marked
increases in. our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that would have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. S. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,




Name: _ Yaul.  MAHeney -~

Address: QY We,sComd &D

Stoneham, MA 02180
Date: /Q)JO)JE

Members of the Board
Board of Selectmen
35 Central Street
Stoneham, MA 02180

Subject: The Commons at Weiss Farm;
MassHousing Project #SA-13-006

Dear Members of the Board:

As a resident of Stoneham, | am firmly opposed to the application for Site
Approval submitted by Weiss Farm, LLC currently under review at MassHousing.
The proposed construction of 3 five story buildings 66 feet high with 264
apartments and 456 parking spaces at 170 Franklin Street is totally inappropriate
for that location. | urge you to ask MassHousing to reject the application.

Reasons for Project Rejection

Traffic on Congested Franklin Street and Safety of Schooi Children
Construction of 264 apartments and 456 parking spaces will bring hundreds of
additional automobiles entering and exiting Frankfin Street on a daily basis.
Given that Stoneham has no public transportation on Franklin Street, tenants
living at the Commons at Weiss Farm will travel by automobile.

There is no way that Franklin Street can handie additional automobile traffic.
Franklin Street is already burdened with excessive traffic because of commuters,
schools, existing apartments and condominiums and places of business. The
backup of cars on Franklin Street is especially bad on school days.

Commuters from Melrose and Stoneham regularly use Franklin Street because it
provides a corridor to three major highways, Routes 1, 93, 95.

Parents use Franklin Street to drive their children to schools in Stoneham.

There are 12 schools in Stoneham nine of which are within a half mile of Franklin
Street. The entrances to three schools on Franklin Street including the high
school with a student population of 675 are all within a few hundred feet of Weiss
Farm. There are two schools on Franklin Street for preschool aged children.



The schoo! committee in Stoneham recently used traffic data to determine that
the Middle School could not be constructed on existing high school property
because it would severely impact daily traffic and safety on Franklin Street. How
can the developer rationalize construction of a huge apartment project on
Franklin Street when the Middle School could not be constructed there?

Given the high concentration of schools in the already congested Franklin Street
area, the addition of 264 apartments and hundreds of automobiles on Franklin
Street will create a serious safety issue for school children. To consider adding
-an apartment project anywhere on Franklin Street is obviously unacceptable.

Disregard for Local Zoning L aws

Developer's plans request relief from six Town zoning laws. For example,
Stoneham limits building height to 30 feet but plans are for 66 foot high buildings,
more than double the allowable height. It is clear that the developer has no
intention of conforming with Town zoning laws or construction that is in keeping
with surrounding residential neighborhoods.

Water Drainage and Potential Health Hazards

Much of the 26 acres at Weiss Farm is wetlands. Accumulation of water from
rainfall on the property at Weiss Farm and flooding of the surrounding area
historically has been a problem for homes adjacent to Weiss Farm which have
received water in the past. The massive size of the proposed development will
likely make water drainage worse as formerly pervious land becomes impervious
with new construction. An increase in water runoff from the combination of new
construction and farmiand soil erosion could create a health hazard from polluted

water.

Unwelcome Increase in Demand on Town Wilities

The addition of 264 apartments consisting of 27 studios, 105 one bedroom, 114
two bedroom and 18 three bedroom units will increase demand on our entire
school system at the elementary, middle and high school levels requiring marked
increases in our teaching staff, support staff, school supplies and building space.
Crowded classrooms at any level are not what this town desires or needs. A
project of this size and scope would require additional fire and police personnel
and other resources as well. Our need for additional town personnel and
resources would create a budget shortfall that wouid have to be subsidized by
Stoneham taxpayers. This project undoubtedly will increase our taxes.

Additional Housing Units are Not Needed in Stoneham

The latest decennial U. 8. Census shows that Stoneham had 464 vacant housing
units and a rental vacancy rate of 7.4%. Stoneham and seven bordering cities
and towns had 5,670 vacant housing units and a rental vacancy rate of 6.1%.
Construction of 264 additional apartments in Stoneham is not necessary.

Sincerely,

?@2\/\/\4/



