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Federal Landscape



Federal Outlook |MA 
Contribution to Federal Gov

• Only eight other states are considered
donor states, where states pay
more federal taxes than they receive
back from the feds.
• MA tax payers pay the
Federal Gov- $153,676,000,000
• Federal Gov  gives to MA programs 
about-$107,250,000,0000
• Federal money made up about 32%
of our state budget last year.



Federal Outlook | From the 
Headlines



Federal Outlook | Recent 
Legislation



State Perspective| Budget



Components of Local Support| 
MA Contribution

•Education
•Unrestricted General Government 
Aid [Local Aid]

•Infrastructure Maintenance and 
Repair

•Grant Programs
•Direct project appropriations



State Perspective | Education: 
Chapter 70 Funding

Chapter 70 Funding Totals

FY15 Final FY16 Final FY17 Final FY18 Final FY19 Final FY20 Final FY21 Final FY22 Final FY23 Final FY24 Final FY25 Final FY26 Final

$3,779,409 $3,838,859 $4,059,406 $4,269,807 $4,421,709 $5,266,351 $5,266,351 $5,337,631 $5,737,555 $7,259,629 $7,515,053 $7,891,703 

Approximately -
109%  increase 
over past 10 
years



EDUCATION| Student Opportunity 
Act

•Passed in 2019 to update Chapter 70 for the first time in decades
•Adds $1.5 billion in new funding (phased in over 7 years, extended 
due to COVID delays) to better support students and districts with the 
highest needs.
•Prioritizes equity by increasing aid for low-income students, English 
learners and special education.
•Requires districts to develop plans showing how new funds will close 
achievement gaps and expand opportunities.
•Expands charter school reimbursement funding and increases state 
aid for school transportation in rural districts.



Education| Charter Schools

School School Location Sending District Student’s Sent

BENJAMIN BANNEKER CAMBRIDGE STONEHAM 2

MYSTIC VALLEY REGIONAL MALDEN STONEHAM 177

PROSPECT HILL ACADEMY CAMBRIDGE STONEHAM 2

PROSPECT HILL ACADEMY SOMERVILLE STONEHAM 5

PIONEER CS OF SCIENCE EVERETT STONEHAM 4

PIONEER CS OF SCIENCE II SAUGUS STONEHAM 2

DISTRICT Enrollment

MALDEN 611.5

MEDFORD 367.5

READING 3.0

MELROSE 255

STONEHAM 172.5

WINCHESTER 2.0

WOBURN 52.3

• Currently we have 206 students attending for the 
FY26 school year.

• Data below represents the breakdown of comparing 
towns enrollment in Charters and where our 
students are going (based on data from last year.



Education | Stoneham Students 
in Charter Schools

Charter School Sending Tuition

Year Stoneham
Winchester Woburn

Medford Malden Reading Melrose

FY25 $3.82M $0 $1.37M $7.1M $10.83M $127,407 $4.28M

FY24 $3.41M $68,689 $1.25M $8.64M $10.67M $68,639 $3.84M

FY23 $3.09M $101,271 $881,226 $8.4M $10.54M $32,835 $3.93M

FY22 $2.33M $81,954 $871,086 $8.78M $10.58M $30,874 $3.81M

FY21 $1.82M $30,452 $713,037 $8.55M $10.45M $31,100 $3.36M



State Perspective | UGGA
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FY15 Final FY16 Final FY17 Final FY18 Final FY19 Final FY20 Final FY21 Final FY22 Final FY23 Final FY24 Final FY25 Final FY26 Final
3,307,067$       3,426,121 3,573,444 3,712,808 3,842,756 3,946,510 3,946,510 4,084,638 4,305,208 4,442,975 4,576,264 4,626,603

Unrestricted General Government Aid

Approximately-
40% increase 
over past ten 
years.



State Perspective | Chapter 
90

0

100,000

200,000

300,000

400,000

500,000

600,000

700,000

800,000

900,000

1,000,000

 FY16 Final  FY17 Final  FY18 Final  FY19 Final  FY20 Final  FY21 Final  FY22 Final  FY23 Final  FY24 Final  FY25 Final  FY26 Final

Chapter 90 Funding Stoneham MA

FY16 Final FY17 Final FY18 Final FY19 Final FY20 Final FY21 Final FY22 Final FY23 Final FY24 Final FY25 Final FY26 Final
486,963 485,513 476,787 475,948 474,420 473,284 471,465 474,064 473,596 470,712 863,214

Chapter 90



State Perspective| Fair Share 
Amendment • FY24- approx. $1.5 billion

• FY25-approx. $2.2 billion

How this funding has been appropriated:
• $716 million for transportation 
• $535 million for improvements and infrastructure 

upgrades across the MBTA system
• $593.5 million for education at every level
• $248 million for special education costs, including Circuit 

Breaker reimbursements to local school districts.
Fair Share Earmarks 
- $150,000 for school transportation
- $100,000 for local transportation infrastructure 
Free School Meals 
- Stoneham

- FY24- $492,139.23
- FY25- $617,806

•The amendment adds a 4% 
surtax to annual taxable income 
above $1 million. It was passed in 
2022 through the Legislative bill 
originally led by Senator Lewis.
•The $1 million income threshold 
is adjusted annually for inflation to 
ensure the tax continues to apply 
only to the state's highest 
earners.
•Revenue is currently dedicated 
to education and transportation.
•Yearly totals are subject to 
fluctuation.



State Perspective| Fair Share 
Amendment Community College

* FY 25 data will  not be available until late October



State Perspective | Earmarks



State Perspective | ARPA 
Funds
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State Perspective | ARPA 
Earmarks
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State Perspective | Grants

• Downtown Revitalization MassWorks Grant
• Community Planning grant to update the Housing Production Plan (announced October 2024)
• Two-time Housing Choice Community Designation
• Accelerating Climate Resilience Grant for the Sustainable Landscape Project with the towns of 

Arlington and Winchester
• Massachusetts Housing Partnership Technical Assistance with Chapter 40A 3A
• Department of Housing & Community Development funding for a Local Rapid Recovery Plan
• Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs Municipal Vulnerability and Preparedness 

Action Grant to complete the Stoneham High School Wetlands Restoration Project
• Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey & Planning Grant for a Community-Wide Preservation Plan
• Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism Grant with the Stoneham Chamber of Commerce on the town's 

branding project
• Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs Municipal Vulnerability and Preparedness 

Planning Grant to create its Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness and Hazard Mitigation Plans
• MA Department of Transportation Shared Streets funding for the Post Office Crossing and Tri-

Community Greenway crossing improvements at Central Street and William Street
• CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) Program Microenterprise Grant from Department of Housing & 

Community Development
• PARC (Parkland Acquisition and Renovation for Communities) Grant from the Division of Conservation 

Services
• Green Communities Designation from the Green Communities Division at the Massachusetts Department 

of Energy Resources (DOER)
• Green Communities Competitive Grant from DOER
• Complete Streets Tier 3 Funding
• District Local Technical Assistance for the Stoneham Square Strategic Action Plan
• Executive Office for Administration and Finance Grant to conduct a Downtown Parking Study



State Perspective| Total Funding 
for Stoneham

This 
represents a 
57% increase 
of state aid 
over the past 
10 years, not 
counting 
earmarks.


