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PROCEEDI NGS

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Ckay, folks. W're
going to get started. Thank you for your patience.
W had a few people who were stuck in traffic.

Bob Parsons, our co-chair, is not able to
be here tonight; and |I have sone kind of plague, so
' mnot going to be able to speak nmuch, which |I know
nost of you will think as a blessing. But anyway, I
just wanted to do a quick recap.

I think, since the |last neeting, we had a

site visit on April 25th, | think it was. Thank you
all, of you in the public, for comng out. It was
pretty | ong, and thorough, and we'll be tal king

about that with I ngeborg.

| don't know if you've net the crowd yet,
but this is Ingeborg, the wetlands scientist,
speci ali st who we've hired to hel p us.

And, I'"'msorry. I'mdefinitely fuzzy. |
think we're going to -- first thing we need to do is
| need a notion fromthis group to ask perm ssion to
sign a contract for Ingeborg to provide services to
the Town. So can one of you make a notion to that.

MS5. RENNARD: | make a notion to approve

the signing of the contract for |ngeborg Hegemann,
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for | ngeborg.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Second?

MS. DAY: Second.

CO CHAIR MBRIDE: Al in favor?

(Chorus of ayes)

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: And | suppose | shoul d
officially open the public neeting, public hearing
for May 7th, Thursday night, 7:00 p.m, in Stoneham
in the Town Hall for Wiss Farm LLC

And | just want to make sure -- so | think
what we're going to do is, if you're okay with it,
turn it over to Ingeborg and ask her for her
comments on the site visit, what she | earned. She
may have sone questions. W may ask the Applicant
to make a presentation on sone of the things that
t hey have provided to the Commttee -- | nean, the
Comm ssi on, but so the public can hear.

MS. HEGEMANN:  So ny nane i s | ngeborg
Hegemann. |I'mwith BSC G oup, and |'ve just been
retained to assist the Comm ssion reviewng this
Notice of Intent. | went on the site visit this
past Sat ur day.

CO- CHAIR McBRI DE:  Two.

MS. HEGEMANN: Two Sat urdays ago.
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AUDI ENCE MEMBER: We're not hearing. W
can't hear.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: We can't hear not hi ng.

MS. HEGEMANN:  Not hing? Al right.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Ckay. Thanks.

M5. HEGEMANN: So how far back do | have to
go?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Hold the m c cl oser.

M5. HEGEMANN: So | don't have any
significant conclusions yet on what was filed. A
| ot of new information was filed this week, so |I'm
hoping to work with the Town's peer revi ew engi neer
to review sone of the new data that was subm tted.
| got a lot of the information fromthe Town
Engi neer with respect to the drai nage systens on the
streets tributary to Wiss Farm and the streets down
gradi ent of Weiss Farm | | ooked at sone historical
data, all available on public information. And so
at this point I'"mbasically open to the new
information that's been subm tted.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: And you nean, just for
the record, submtted by Corcoran G oup.

MS. HEGEMANN: Thank you.

Submtted by the Applicant and their

Doris O. Wong Associates, Inc.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - May 7, 2015
Re 170 Franklin Street

representatives.

So that's really it. | don't have any
definitive conclusions at this tine.

COCHAIR MBRIDE: And Bob Giffin, who is
t he peer reviewer that the Town has hired, is not
here toni ght because he's still going over sone of
the informati on that was recently submtted by
Corcoran, so it was -- probably better served his
time to be reviewing that than to be here for
t oni ght .

| think you have a mc right there if you
want it.

MR WTTEN. Good eveni ng, nenbers of the
Conmi ssi on.

Madam Chai rperson, it m ght be prudent at

this point in tinme perhaps to |let the Applicant

explain, for the record, what -- the new materials
they've submtted this week -- Ms. Hegemann referred
tothat -- and if they have a presentati on to nake

on those new materials, and that would then all ow
t he Conm ssion to ask questions and all ow

Ms. Hegemann to ask questions, if there are any, on
the new nmaterial s.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Are you fol ks ready for
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t hat ?

MR MAHONEY: Yes, we wll.

Just -- so we submtted two things. W
submtted -- | think last Friday, Jim-- we

submtted a response to M. Giffin's --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  You m ght want to pull
t hat cl oser.

MR. MAHONEY: C oser.

We submitted the response to M. Giffin's
| ast response to our review comments, and then just
today we submtted a watershed study, which the
Comm ssion asked us to |l ook into at the | ast
hearing. So JimWite can kind of sunmari ze those
two -- two reports, and I'll be happy to respond to
questi ons.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Ckay. Thanks.

MS. DAY: What was the second piece?

MR. MAHONEY: A wat ershed study.

MS. DAY: Thank you.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Which, just for the
record, we just got tonight.

MR MAHONEY: Correct.

MR VWH TE: Good eveni ng.

As Peter nentioned, we responded to
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M. Giffin's comments on our plans, his npbst recent
comments. Since our |ast hearing, since we received
comments fromM. Giffin, we went out and perforned
addi tional soil testing, including installation of
observation wells in each of the infiltration
systens, and we nodified one of the infiltration
systens as a result of that testing, we nade a
slight nodification to it, and it's shown on the
nost recent plans.

COCHAIR cBRIDE: Can | ask you to nove

the mc cl oser because |I'm having a hard tine

heari ng.

MR VH TE: Sure.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Thanks.

MR VWH TE: There it goes.

So we hope to have satisfactorily addressed
all of M. Giffin's comments. W -- you know, we
t hought we -- we think we have, but it's up to

M. Giffin to take that review and see if we've
responded to them | believe we did everything he
asked for in his previous coments.

W subnmitted, as you nentioned today, a
wat er shed study, that was requested by the

Comm ssion at the |ast hearing. And if you woul d
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like, I"Il just go over sone brief highlights of
t hat wat er shed st udy.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE:  Sur e.

Do you have any questions about the -- |I'm
just curious about what goes into a watershed study,
what was it that you did?

MR VWH TE: | think the concern was that
t he anount of flooding in the southeasterly corner
of Wei ss Farm and Sunset Road area has increased
over the recent years -- at least that's what the
understanding was. And so ny intent for the
wat ershed study is to ook at what's the size of the
wat er shed i n goi ng back through historical records
and historical pictures to see what has been goi ng
on with that watershed over the past 50, 60 years,
to see if there is a reason why the water has
i ncreased, or flooding has increased in the area.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So does that nean that
you wal ked the Sunset Road area and Rustic, up to
Cerald, that off the site? O did you | ook at maps?

MR VWH TE: We | ooked at maps. W al so
wal ked the entire wetland in the rear of the site,
the Weiss Farmsite, to determne -- one of the

maj or itens is how nuch of the water went to the
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36-inch culvert near Dunkin' -- | think it was
Dunki n® Donuts, versus how nuch water went to the
Wei ss Farm cul vert in the past.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: | stand corrected. Bob
Giffinis here. He nust have been stuck in the
sane traffic.

MR VWHTE If you want, I'Il start from
t he begi nning and go over just quickly what we found
in the report. And when you have your tine, you can
read it. As | said, I'll keep this really brief and
just basically an outline of the report.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So did you do your study
on the sane day as the site visit, or did you do it
separate fromthat? |'mjust curious.

MR VWH TE: W had separate days.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR VWHTE: W |ooked at the site visit,
but we were also out there other tines. W' ve been
out there several tines.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Go ahead. [|If you want
to share what you have, please.

MR VWH TE: The watershed area north of
Franklin Street is approximately 250 acres. Weiss

Farmis approximtely 25 acres, about ten percent of
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t hat watershed, and is in the downstream area of
t hat watershed. So nost of the watershed water
flows either through Weiss Farmor through the
cul vert about 1200 feet west of Wiss Farm

I know at the |ast hearing there was
questions -- | forget |last neeting or the site
wal k -- about North Meeting House Brook. North
Meeti ng House Brook, which shows on the plan, 1935
pl an, the head waters is near Spring Street, and it
meanders in a southerly direction through sone
channels. And if you look the report, it has in
there, and runs through the 36-inch culvert |ocated
approxi mately 1200 feet west of Wiss Farminto a
channel and now -- it goes under the school
property, what's now the school property, and
di scharges in a pipe on the south side of the school
property. So that was the original North Meeting
House Br ook.

The plan indicates -- | think the plan's up
on the screen.

Franklin, if you | ook at the north arrow --
north arrowis sort of to the left and down -- the
red dot's on Franklin Street.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Can | ask a favor? Can

Doris O. Wong Associates, Inc.
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you show us Franklin Street? 1s that what you were
j ust sayi ng?

MR VWH TE: The red dot is on Franklin
Street.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR VWH TE: That's the 36-inch cul vert near
Dunki n' Donuts where the red dot is now If you go
to the south, where the red dot is now, you
eventually get to the high school and a cul vert
goi ng next to the high school.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So where is Wiss? Can
you point to Weiss on that?

MR VWHTE: And Wiss Farmis up on the
drawi ng. You see "Sanuel Wiss" up there, and
that's the Weiss Farm

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: And now can you foll ow
North Meeting House Brook?

MR VWH TE: Okay. Now Meeting House Brook.

If you start at the culvert and work your
way to the left and we'll follow the dot, it goes
up, up and then over and down a little bit and then
over, and that's near Spring Street. Next to Spring
Lane -- Spring Lane, and that's the wetl and area

that was, back in 1935, the start of the brook, and
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that's -- where the circle is now, part of the |arge
wet | and area that's out there.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Say this one nore tine.

MR VWH TE: As you know, there is a large
wet | and out there, and this mainly shows channel s,
mannmade channel s through that wetland as part of the
br ook.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So did you see evidence
in your review of a forner westerly flow that is no
| onger fl ow ng?

MR VWH TE: This plan shows cross
connections fromthe Wiss Farm property to the
brook in that location. | think there is two
| ocati ons where this shows.

So at least -- you know, this plan doesn't
show the easterly portion of the Wiss Farm It
shows the westerly portion, but at |east we know the
westerly portion of Weiss Farm at that tine | ooked
like it drained to the brook.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: So it |ooked like it
drai ned west?

MR VWH TE: That's correct.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: And what did you find

t oday, currently?

Doris O. Wong Associates, Inc.
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MR VWH TE: Today, based on our review, we
took a wal k out there. Dennis actually took the
wal k.  And, you know, there are remains of through
channel s out there. Mst of the channels have
veget ated, you know, since this was done in 1935.
There is a |l ot of vegetation, a | ot of debris.

There has been sone filling going on near Town Br ook
that's off the Weiss Farm property, and water is
relati vely stagnant there, but it would have a
difficult tinme flowng in a westerly direction

because of the debris, the vegetation growi ng and so

on.
CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Wwo did the filling?
MR VWH TE: | don't know who did the
filling.
CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Was that filling on

Wi ss Farm property?
MR VH TE: No, it's not.
CO CHAIR McBRI DE:  What property is it on?
MR VWHTE It's west of it. You can see
in the -- you can see on the photos that |'ve
subm tted where --
MR. MAHONEY: You can't see it here.
MR. VWHI TE: You can see the channel that

Doris O. Wong Associates, Inc.
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was rel ocat ed.

MR, LOARY: Just very quickly. Dennis
Lowy, for the record.

So this is the area that historical records
show appears to have been fill ed back sometime in
the md '70s, so that this ditch that you see run
around in this position here originally cut right
straight through to join this ditch here, and the
wat er now fl ows around here. So this -- these dark
areas up in here are water. This is -- these are
ditched areas that previously corresponded to what
Meeti ng House Brook, or North Meeting House Brook
show on the original plan, the survey plan that Jim
was show ng you before.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: So --

MR LOARY: But, | nean, essentially it's
extrenely stagnant and there is no evidence of flow
t hrough any of these ditches, just as there is no
evi dence of flow, you know, in the ditches back on
the Weiss property itself. Because it's so flat,
essentially the water has to build up head before
water can start to flowin either direction. But
there is very little gradi ent between where the punp

house is and the culvert that goes under Franklin
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Street, and the culvert that's down by -- by Dunkin’
Donuts as we're referring to, or the day care
center. It's extrenely flat all the way through
here, you know, and dependi ng upon the conditions,
water could flowin either direction. |It's also
quite evident that the ditches in both directions
are filled with sedi nent and, you know, don't convey
flow in a manner that they would have done when they
were first ditched and mai ntai ned as such.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So when the ditches were
first dug, were they dug at sone sort of an incline
or angle that would allow for flow? O were they
dug flat?

MR LOARY: Well, sinply just digging
ditches does aid in the conveyance of water through
that ditch, so |l -- you can't really create grade
when there is no grade to create because the system
Is so flat.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So that's not a new
Situation, then?

MR LOARY: It's not new. | think any tine
you go through and you cl ean out the sedinent, you
hel p in the conveyance, especially during flood fl ow

conditions, you know. But it still has to build up
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enough head to convey itself through the system and
t hrough the culverts that are down gradi ent under
Franklin Street and to the south of Franklin Street.
The conveyance of flow south of Franklin Street also
affects the conveyance of flow off of the areas
west, or on this side of Franklin Street, on the
north side.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: And so just -- the
yellow line, the yellowline on this map, is the
limt of your project? O is that the boundary of
Wei ss Far nf?

MR VWH TE: That's the property |line.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So that's the Wi ss Farm
property |line?

MR LOARY: So that would be the 25 acre
area that Jimis referring to.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So the two ditches that
you' re tal king about that are south -- or, | guess,
west of that yellow line --

MR, LOARY: Right.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: -- are those fornerly
Wei ss Farm di tches?

MR Cl CATELLI : It's private property,

Madam Chai r man.

Doris O. Wong Associates, Inc.
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COCHAIR McBRIDE: | didn't finish asking
ny question, Steven.

MR Cl CATELLI : ' msorry.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Were they fornmerly Weiss
Far m di t ches?

MR. Cl CATELLI: They were not part of the
property, no.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  So sonebody dug ditches,
even though they weren't a farm is that right? Wy
woul d soneone di g ditches?

MR LOWRY: | nean, ditches were commonly

dug in this area back in this 1930s during the CCC.

It was --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  For what reason?

MR LOARY: The G vilian Conservation
Cor ps.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: |1'm saying for what
reason?

MR LOARY: To help wth conveyance.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR LOARY: To nove water through the
system to perhaps reduce nosquito conditions.
Basically an attenpt to drai n swanps.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: So who owns t hat

Doris O. Wong Associates, Inc.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - May 7, 2015
Re 170 Franklin Street

18

property now?

MR LOARY: | don't know.

MR MAHONEY: |'mnot sure we have the
answer to that. W could get that.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Do you know the nunber
of Franklin Street?

MR, Cl CATELLI: | believe it m ght be one
or two of the houses right across fromthe condos or
t he begi nning entrance to the high school. |
believe it's a private residence. |'mnot sure how
far the | ot goes back. W can get that information
f or you, Madam Chai r nan.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: |'"mjust curious about
If they've been filling or, you know, what's goi ng
on there? It's just questions.

VR. LOWRY: | nean, the ditch runs right
around the limts of the Arbor Village is the --

Is -- the Arbors, the senior housing facility there.
So the last leg of that ditch before Franklin Street
runs around the north and then west side of the

Ar bors.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: And that's considered a
ditch; that's not considered North Meeting House

Br ook?

Doris O. Wong Associates, Inc.
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MR. LOARY: That woul d be part of what
we're now calling North Meeting House Brook, yes.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Wiich is it, a ditch or
North Meeting House Brook?

MR LOARY: Well, it's a ditched section of
North Meeting House Brook, historically ditched.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So the part that runs
under Franklin Street between KinderCare and the
assisted living facility --

MR LOARY: Yes.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: -- is North Meeting
House Brook and the part that's in the back is a
ditch?

MR LOARY: It's all what's shown on that
ol d survey, 1930 survey, as North Meeting House
Brook. So it was in place back at that date and
i kel y mai ntai ned or augnented by nman's ditching of
the brook to attenpt to convey flow. So it goes
back to at | east the 1930s.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So at what point does a
mannmade ditch that has augnented a stream becone a
streant

MR LOARY: Oh, in our opinion -- in ny

opinion, it's classified as a stream as | and
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underwat er, under the Wetlands Protection Act. It
woul d be a regul ated resource area.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So what woul d the ditch
that is at the northwest -- or for lack of -- the
back section of Wiss? Wuld you consider that a
streanf?

MR LOARY: | would consider that an
intermttent stream and was determ ned such in the
ORAD t hat was issued a couple of years ago.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

M5. HEGEMANN: First, did you finish your
presentation on the subject?

MR VWHTE: No. | just wanted --

CO CHAIR MBRIDE: You can go on.

MR VWH TE: | have a few nore points.

I'"mjust trying to give a little history
behi nd everything and see what's gone on there. An
awful |l ot as gone on in the past 50, 60 years.

In the 1950s Franklin Street was
reconstructed. At that tine it was -- a culvert was
put in at the | ow point adjacent to Wiss Farm The
culvert's probably maybe the sane culvert that's
there today. It was put in -- the culvert was put

in too high, which caused flooding on the farm |If
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you | ook at the elevation of the culvert, they're
actually very close to the elevations of the fields
and -- of the wetland area and the fields in that

| ocation. But in order for the water to fl ow

t hrough the culvert, water has to build up and build
head, and therefore the fields are flooded. You
know, the water would go up the culvert, back. --
since the area is so flat, it would back up and

wat er woul d flood the fields.

So at that tine the Weiss Farmbuilt a punp
station and dug ditches, or sonmeone dug ditches, in
order to drain their fields better in the spring so
the fields could be useable.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: 1'msorry. Wat year
was this?

MR VWH TE: This was back in the 1950s.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR VWH TE: Mwving onto 19 -- early 1960s,
wor k began on the Sunset Road area, and cul verts
were built downstream of the Franklin Street
culvert. At that tinme fl ooding and water problens
were reported to the city. The city blaned the
devel oper for that work. | believe the devel oper

went back and changed the culvert. Initially the
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culvert was very small and it was up high, so |
bel i eve that was changed after that. | don't know
if the elevation was corrected or not.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: |Is there any way for us
to get that information? | just -- I'mnot trying
to be hard. It's just you said "I believe."

MR VWH TE: Yes. They certainly repl aced
the cul vert, because the culvert is bigger than was
put back in the 1960s.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Certainly | think our
t own woul d have records.

MR, Cl CATELLI: The Town Engi neer, Madam
Chai rman, or the planning board m ght have that
I nf ormat i on.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Can we ask you guys to
| ook into that?

MR VWH TE: Yeah. W can look into that.

I"mjust pointing that out just for the
hi story part of this.

Al so, back -- if you look at the old
phot os, photographs in the report, the northern part
of the watershed really wasn't devel oped nuch before
1969. It was farnms and so on.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Can you give reference
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to what the northern part is?

MR VWH TE: The northern part of the
wat er shed.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: \What streets now exist?

MR VWH TE: | have themin the report. |
don't know all the streets in the area.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: So it's probably --

MR. VWHI TE: These are the subdivisions off
Spring Street.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So all the dead-ends,
Tamar ock, Beacon.

MR VWH TE: That area was devel oped - -

MR. LOARY: He's tal king about this area
her e.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  You can't see the
streets.

MR VWH TE: \Whenever you devel op, you have
pavenent and i npervi ous area, increase the rate of
runof f. Back when nost of these were done, no one
| ooked at runoff that nuch and there was no
mtigation done. So the rate of -- it was
devel oped, there was no mtigation. The water, they
figured, just ran into the wetland area. So this

i ncreased the water -- this was one of the itens.
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This increased the water going into the area.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  When you say no
nmedi ati on, you mean no infiltration punps, systens,
just the wetl ands.

MR VWHTE Well, in '69, 1969, no one was
bui | di ng detention basins, the '70s.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: So it just ran.

MR VWHTE: It just ran off.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR VWH TE: It just inpacted the wetl and.
It caused nore water to go to the wetl and area.

In 2000 Franklin Street was reconstructed
again by the state. They put an additional seven
catch basins on Franklin Street that are connected
to the culvert, and they did not replace the
culvert. So this was quite a bit of additional flow
going into the culvert -- this is the culvert near
Weiss Farm -- that wasn't there previously.

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE: The state of
Massachusetts did that?

MR VWHITE: | believe it was Mass. Hi ghway

did that contract, in the early 2000s.
CO CHAI R BRI DE:  Ckay.
MR VHI TE: Based on this -- even when we
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went to the site wal k, saw t he drai nage channel | ust
downstream of the Franklin Street culvert was no --
heavily -- there was road sand; there was
vegetation; there was wi nd debris. It was pretty
much just all grown over, which restricts conveyance
or flow through that channel.

However, one of the major itens that could
have been pointed out fromthat site wal k was the
Sunset Road cul vert was half full of water. This is
is a major-size pipe -- | believe it was a 24-inch
pi pe. |If you have a 24-inch pipe half full of
wat er, water should be rushing through that pipe.

We saw very little novenent. The Sunset Road
culvert and Franklin culvert are al nobst exactly the
sane el evati on, and when you get water back -- you
know, the water is not flow ng through the Sunset
Road cul vert, it's going to back up water to
Franklin Street. And when it all backs up to
Franklin Street, it submerges the Franklin Street
culvert and limts the flow through that culvert,
and that just backs up water then on the north side
of Franklin Street in the Wi ss Farm ar ea.

So water in the Wiss Farm basically

hangi ng out because the Sunset Road cul vert probably
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Isn't functioning properly.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: If the punp at Wi ss
Farm was functioning or running nore consistently,
would it help force the water down?

MR VWH TE: Ckay. |I'Ill get to that.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: I'msorry. Ckay.

MR VWH TE: Weiss -- the farm Wiss Farm
punmps up to a trough, and it flows by gravity
t hrough the culvert. However, when the culvert is
subnerged, |like we saw it, punping does no good. It
just m xes water up. It doesn't force water down
t he cul vert.

If the water is up on the downhill side of
Franklin, if the water is high, you can't pump. It
won't do much good. |If it does, if it's under
conditions like we saw it on the site walk, we're
goi ng to cause nore fl oodi ng downstream properties.
Right nowit acts as a |large detention basin. So if
t he Sunset Road cul vert backs up, you get a | arge
detenti on system backing up toward Franklin Street.
If we start punping nore water, all you're going to
do is fill up the area by Sunset Road and cause
addi ti onal fl oodi ng.

So we can -- | would recomend i nprovi ng
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the punp station, but on situations |ike we saw on
the site wal k, that wouldn't help that situation.
But if we could do other things maybe we won't have
that situation again and maybe i nmproving the punp
station will significantly help flooding in the

ar ea.

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE: What are the other
t hi ngs you woul d suggest ?

MR VWH TE: What are the other itens |
woul d suggest ?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  You said inprove the
punmp station along wth other things.

MR VH TE: Sure.

Cl ean out the Sunset Road culvert is a
major item | think that would -- that's one of
the -- that's the first thing that has to be done.
Not hi ng el se hel ps unl ess you clean that cul vert
out .

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Was that the cul vert
t hat was behind M. Bennett's house that we could
barely see?

MR VWH TE: Yes, that's correct.

| nprove the punp station. | did issue a

punmp station report reconnmendati ons.
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I f anyone saw how t he punp works now, it
punmps up water to a trough. Sone of the water
gushes out, sone flows through the culvert. There
is much better ways of doing it.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  When we were there
Saturday at the site visit, what | observed was the
punmp was running but the water was just going right
back on the Wi ss Farm

MR VWH TE: Right.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: It | ooked like there was
two panels that should have been inserted that, to
ny limted engineering m nd, would have forced the
wat er on to Franklin.

MR VWH TE: As | nentioned, if the
downstream end i s subnmerged, you're not going to
force water through culvert with the punp.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: But if you keep punping
It on to Weiss, it's going to keep flooding all the
peopl e up there.

MR VWHTE: R ght. But if we can fix the
downstream situati on, so the downstream end of the
culvert is open, then we can start punping and then
things wll inprove.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Ckay.
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MR VWH TE: So | suggested various itens.
| nmean, the punp station is very old and it hasn't
been worked on, you know, updated. | -- | would
li ke to see a new control panel in there, new fuse
box, not in the punp station itself, outside on a
panel board so it's accessi bl e.

| don't if any of you |looked in there. You
couldn't walk in there to service those at the tine
of our site walk visit, because there was all the
water init. So in a place that is accessible next
to the punp station. You inprove the trough on both
sides. So the trough you saw, raise the walls on
that, so you get an efficient flow of water through
the pi pe. That would be an i nprovenent.

The other inprovenent | would really |ike
to see is the -- we all saw the weir damthat was
installed -- | believe was installed about five,
six years ago, and I would like to see that
I mproved. It has -- one end has settled. W had
sone wash out at one end. The wood weir was in poor
condition. | think if we can repair that, keep nore
wat er back in the wetlands and | ess water flow ng
t hrough Franklin Street, | think that would al so be

a great inprovenent out there.
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CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Wuld you al so reconmend

dredgi ng the ditches, especially between the weir

and the punp where it looks like -- on the site
visit it looked like -- I"msorry -- there was a | ot
of farm debris dunped -- you know, it al nost

appeared to be pushed into that section of the --
the farm And | don't know if that's the case or if
it was just over the years drained in there from
rain stornms or the punp circulating, but it seens to
nme cl eaning that out would allow nore flow, also. |
don't know if that was a recomendati on you had.

MR VWH TE: Yeah. It wasn't one of ny
reconmmendations. It is certainly sonmething that
can be done. | think increasing volune in that
area, it's always good to increase volunme, but it's
a small percentage of the total volune. So you
won't get a big payback on it, but that's certainly
sonet hi ng that coul d be consi dered.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  You don't think there
woul d be a big payback dredgi ng between that weir
and the pump? |I'mtrying to clarify. 1Is that's
what you just said?

MR VWH TE: Yeah. | don't think you get a

bi g payback from doi ng that.
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CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR VWHTE: And that's the report.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Wul d there be any
reconmmendation to allow the ditches to drain by
gravity rather than a punp?

No? Okay. So there would be no way to
I mprove that or nmake that possible so that it would
just --

MR VWH TE: Well, historically that's
basically -- well, since they put that culvert in
1950, the put the culvert about the sane el evation
as the fields, as | nentioned. But the area is so
flat going back for hundreds of feet --

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: It's a bow .

MR VWHITE: -- that area is going to be
constantly full of water.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Ckay. Now are you all
t hr ough now?

MR VWH TE: Yes.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Thanks.

| ngeborg, do you want to ask sone --

M5. HEGEMANN: Yes.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MS. HEGEMANN: Thank you.
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I have a coupl e of questions.

In your study you conpiled a certain anmount
of information up to a certain date. You didn't go
past 2001 on your historical photos. So three
questions, | think:

You al so included a plan dated April 30th
that shows Franklin Street drainage culvert with
i nverted el evations and grades -- not grades, but
t he catch basins the in berth, all that.

Was that based on recent data that you just
collected by field survey?

MR VWH TE: Yes. That was part of the
pumps -- | also included that sketch on the punp
station, and that information is also on the site
plans we submtted. | blew it up to a bigger scale
SO it's easier to read.

MS. HEGEMANN: Yeah. | needed to see that
bl own up.

So you're indicating that the inlet is
slightly lower than the outlet? |Is that what these
pl ans are showi ng? You said -- | thought | heard
you say that.

MR VWH TE: The first section of pipe from

the punp station has a slight slope up to the
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manhol e, and then fromthe manhole it sl opes down to
the outlet.

M5. HEGEMANN: So it's a little bit of a

t eepee.

MR VWH TE: Yes.

MS. HEGEMANN: When you did your watershed
divide, the .4 acres -- and Dennis, also, you

I ndi cated that you wal ked streans when we tal ked in
the field -- how did you determ ne which part of the
site was flowi ng one way versus anot her?

MR VWH TE: The .4 is the entire watershed
area north of Franklin Street. W did not put a
divide in there. So part of that .4 goes to the
36-inch culvert west of the site and the other part
of that watershed goes to the -- toward the Wi ss
Farm ar ea.

MS. HEGEMANN: But how did you determ ne
whi ch one goes where.

Am | not maki ng sense?

MR VH TE: Yeah. Well, we -- it's
difficult to say, because everything is so flat out
t here, how nuch water -- you know, certainly
hi storically probably nore water went to -- the

36-inch has, you know, four tines the capacity as
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the culvert at Franklin Street. However, you know,

t he channel s out there being vegetated and what used
to be Meeting House Brook now with stagnant water in
it, no flow, it's hard to say, you know, we've got
hal f of that going one way, half going the other.

MS. HEGEMANN: So you just estinmated .4
versus getting sone spot grades out there that said
at a certain point the water starts fl ow ng one or
t he ot her way.

MR VWHTE: Well, .4 is the total watershed
area for all the area north of Franklin Street.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So you assuned the .4
I ncl udes everything draining to the punp house?

MR VWH TE: To either the punp house or the
36-i nch drain.

MS. HEGEMANN: So you didn't do a sub
wat ershed that divides it to one or the other.

MR VH TE: No.

MS. HEGEMANN: Ckay.

And | think | have a third question.

| knew | would forget it.

Wien you were tal king about your
recommendati ons -- not all your recommendati ons --

obviously, | just got this tonight, so | was just
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followng along. And the recommendations in this
docunent didn't include sone of the recommendati on
you j ust spoke.

Did you have --

MR VWH TE: Wiich one was that?

MS. HEGEMANN: Well, you said -- sorry. Let
nme get to this.

MR VWH TE: The one that wasn't in there
was the punp station inprovenents.

MS. HEGEMANN: And that's --

MR VWH TE: And those were in the separate
punp station report.

MS. HEGEMANN: That's in the punp station
report.

You had four recommendations in this
docunent we just received.

Was the weir in here?

VMR VH TE: Yes. It should have been.

MS. HEGEMANN: So -- well, "Il figure it
out. 1'll let you know.
But then when you -- |I'massum ng that you

said it was a 24-inch culvert behind Sunset, and I
| ooked at sone of the old plans -- and I'mgoing to

bel i eve you, but we both have the sanme sets of
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plans -- did you just get a record el evation of
that? | knowit's partly buried, but |I didn't know
i f you got a survey.

MR VWH TE: That was froma survey |
recei ved.

MS. HEGEMANN: From t he Town Engi neer.

MR VWHTE: It was froman engineering firm
who did -- who went out there and neasured. They
could be off. Sonetinmes, you know, it's hard to get

to these things. You know, it could be at 21, could
be 18, could be 24, could be 27. |'ve seen -- you
know, but that's fromthe record plan | received.
MS. HEGEMANN: Ckay. | always do this. |
t hi nk of one nore question while you're answeri ng.
So as part of your watershed study, it's
basically an historical analysis of what happened to
the watershed; it's not necessarily a -- an
eval uati on of what a FEMA fl ood plain would be based
on current data?
MR VWHTE It wasn't a flood plain study.
M5. HEGEMANN: Right. You're relying on
data that's been submtted to the town previously.
MR VWH TE: Sone of it, yes. Sone of it's

fromour own review of topographic infornmation and
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previously provided material .

MS. HEGEMANN: Because the Conm ssion could
ask, under 10.57, for a nore calculations to
actually try to define where it mght be. And in a
situation like this, where it's so sensitive, and is
affecting so many -- | nean, we're in this really
low, flat part of the town, and | think it may nake
sense to try to do sone nore cal cul ati ons.

And here cones Denni s.

MR LOARY: If | can just comment on that.

Are you referring to 10.57, so | and subj ect
to flooding, is what you're referring to by
"regul ati ons"?

And if you |l ook there, and you | ook at the
Notice of Intent, we did follow the prescription for
definition of bordering | and subject to flooding in
situations where it's not defined by FEMA and you
can't otherw se reasonably calculate a flood plain
el evation, and that's using the maxi num observed
limts of flooding.

MS. HEGEMANN: That's one of the ways.

MR LOARY: Right. Wll, I think if you
foll ow through the sequence of steps, that cones out

as the only one that can really be applied in this
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Situati on.

MS. HEGEMANN: Not necessarily. Unl ess,
Jim you tell nme there is no way to calculate this
wat er shed.

But the point is that if there is a
di spute, there is another way to cal cul ate the
wat ershed on site, according the that section.

That's it, on the flood stuff, anyway.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Can you -- you said the
punp was put in, | think what you said was in the
' 50s?

MR VWH TE: The --

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: Maybe | heard you w ong.

MR VWHTE: Well, the punp itself has been
repl aced, but the initial punp station was built in
t he 1950s.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So right about then.

So over the years the property has been

filled and filled and filled just the way -- so does
It -- it nmakes sense, sorry, that as the property
fills, the property around it floods -- maybe that's
a very sinplistic way to say it -- because it can't

go on Wi ss Farm anynore because it's, over the

years, been filled up with farm ng, and nul ch, and
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what ever and ever and ever.

Are there any -- | guess maybe |I'm | ooki ng
for, in the original 1935 docunments you said, do you
know what the el evati on of Wiss Farmwas then
versus what it is now?

MR VH TE: No, | don't.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: 1Is there a way to find
t hat out?

VR. VH TE: | don't think so. | nmean, |
could go back to old USGS nmaps, but only accurate to
ten feet, so that doesn't really do us nuch good.

But | ooking at the old maps, it |ooks Iike
the water | evel was considerably | ower back then
than it is today. |If you |look at the old maps,
Wiss Farmwas farnmng the field on the west side.
Now it's underwater. So the water has certainly
conme up since -- since 1935.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: And is there any -- in
your review was there any di scussion or thinking
about opening up Meeti ng House Brook on the north
side to allow fl ow out that way?

MR VH TE: We did discuss that. You know,
it's private property. Getting in there would be

very difficult and trying --
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COCHAIR McBRIDE: Did you attenpt it? D d
you contact whoever the private property owners are?
MR VH TE: No.
CO CHAIR McBRIDE: They m ght actually
wel conme it. You never know. Ckay.
Ckay. Bob Giffin, do you have any

comment s?

MR GRIFFIN Well, | have a coupl e of
t hought s.

It was pretty apparent in the site walk --
to nme, anyways -- that there is ongoing flooding

adj acent to the property; that the failure to
operate the punp station at Weiss Farm or the
failure to make the punp station work, has caused

fl oodi ng of adjacent properties. And | ooking down
the road, |I'mthinking that, you know, eventually
you guys want us to say that you' ve net the storm
wat er managenent standards, one of which requires
that you not increase flooding during stormevents.
And it seens to ne if you al ready are causi ng

fl ooding, and you're going to increase the anpbunt of
wat er during any storm it's inpossible to nake that
st at enent .

So it seens to ne that the failure of Wiss
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Farmto operate the punp station correctly, or
mai ntain it, or do whatever has to be done to get
the water | evels back to where they have been

hi storically is a very significant problem and
you're not proposing really any solutions to it.

MR VH TE: Bob, why do you believe that
Weiss Farmis responsi ble for operating the punp
station?

MR, GRIFFIN. Because that punp station is
what's necessary to get water across the street.

MR VWH TE: And who built the street?

MR CGRIFFIN | assune the Town built the
street.

MR VWH TE: And who built the culvert?

MR CGRIFFIN. Well, listen. That punp
station, in ny opinion, has been there for many,
many years. |It's a privately-owned punp station
but it is the key to getting water across the
street. | think that, you know, if Wiss Farmfails
to operate that punmp station, then they, in effect,
cause fl oodi ng on adj acent properties. And that, to
nme, it's their job to do it. Maybe |I'm w ong about
that, but to ne it's a significant issue.

Now, | can understand that the downstream
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culverts have got silt init. | can only inmagine
that sone of that silt came from Wiss Farm W' ve
got sone records that indicate that the Wiss Farm
failed to control erosion on their property, so |'ve
got to inmagine that that punp station pushed silt
across the street, and at least is a conponent of
the silted condition of those downstream swal es and
culverts that are causing a probl emtoday.

Wiy not fix it?

MR VWH TE: CQur intent so to inprove the
punp stati on.

MR G&RIFFIN  You know, you said earlier
today that you don't think there is any way to get
wat er across the street with the current punp
station.

MR VWHTE: No. I'msorry, Bob, if you
m sunder st ood ne.

Wth the condition of the Sunset Road
culvert being partially blocked, it causes water to
back up, and water wll not flow through the fl ow,

t hrough the Franklin Street culvert, or flows so
very, very slowy, in that situation.

MR CGRIFFIN. It seens to nme you could

easily prevent that culvert from backing up into the
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Wei ss Farm property. You know, there are ways to
put flap vales or things like that in these culverts
so the water only flows in one direction. You can
pretty easily extend the force main fromthe punp
station so it goes to the other side of Franklin
Street. Then it would di sappear into that silted-up
swale and it wouldn't conme back on the to Wi ss Farm
property.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: | think al so you
recomended, Jim if |I'mnot m staken, cleaning out
that culvert. And to Bob's point, nmy guess, is a
lot of the silt that's in there is from Wiss Farm
And fromwhat | understand -- and |'msure we'l|
hear from people, fromthe public later --
hi storically when the punp and the cul verts
downstream of the punp were naintained, there was
not this problem

So |l think it's just sinply asking Wiss
Farm and/ or Corcoran to take responsibility for that
goi ng forward.

MR LOARY: | just want to comment on
the -- on the aspect of the Wiss Farm operations
contributing to the problemrelative to siltation.

And, you know, | think it would be hard to say
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that's not the case. And | would point to the
change in |and use that's proposed with the current
project, and the state-of-the-art storm water
managenment that would be -- storm water nmanagenent
measures that would be incorporated as part of this
project would ultinmately yield better benefit in
terns of |lack of siltation, |ack of sedinentation
occurring within the ditches so that, in the | ong
run, this is an inprovenent to the existing
condi ti ons and the |ongstandi ng conditions of that
sedi nrentati on adversely affecting the conveyance of
fl ow downstream of the site.

So if we could convert to a situation where
the -- the ditches below, or south, of Franklin
Street were inproved to a condition that they have
been during regul ar mai ntenance periods, and then if
you | ook at the change in | and use on the Wiss Farm
site with this devel opnent, and again the
state-of-the-art storm water nmanagenent neasures, we
woul d no | onger have that contribution of siltation
and sedi nentation contributing to the | ack of
conveyance or the poor conveyance which is
contributing to the fl oodi ng. So | think, fromthat

perspective, this project would be a benefit in
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terms of -- in terns of that aspect.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: | just want to rem nd --
l'"msorry, but | forget your attorney. Not Steven,
but the other attorney's nane. Sorry.

At our last neeting in this room when we
tal ked specifically about the flooding, the historic
fl oodi ng at Weiss Farm your response was that was
not your responsibility. So this kind of sounds
di fferent than what you sai d.

Maybe | am not reporting that you said
exactly right.

MR GALLOGLY: It doesn't nean we won't do
sonet hi ng.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: It didn't seemli ke you
were willing to do sonething at our |ast neeting.

MR GALLOGLY: W had no suggestions put
forward by this Conm ssion. W hadn't come up with
any reconmendations, either. That's why you asked
us to do the wat ershed study.

MR GRIFFIN  Frankly I think Dennis nade a
good statenment. | think that there is the potenti al
to make things better. But |I'mpersonally at the
point in tinme that, unless you fix the downstream

conditions, you're going to nake things worse.
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CO CHAIR McBRI DE: Go ahead.

MR WTTEN. Madam Chairperson, just a
question to M. Wite:

| -- again, we all received your report on
t he wat ershed study this evening, but | listened to
you carefully; |1 |ooked at the conclusions. | only
see one recommendation in the conclusions that is on
Page 3 and Page 4, and the one recommendation is
what | think you've said a couple of tines, to clean
and/ or repair the Sunset Road cul vert, but the other
concl usi ons are concl usions; they're not
reconmendat i ons.

So did | mss sonething? Ws it your
Intent --

MR VWH TE: | thought -- I"'msorry. |
t hought the conclusions were things that could be
done or reconmmendati ons.

MR WTTEN. Well, again, respectfully the
conclusions are the southeasterly corner of the
property has been fl ooded; the northern portion of
wat er shed was devel oped; the fourth conclusion is
alteration and debris has restricted flow Those
are statenents of either fact or presunption. There

Is only one conclusion -- or, excuse ne, there is
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only one recommendati on, and that recommendation is
to clean or repair the Sunset Road cul vert.
So in response to Attorney Gallogly, if
you' re nmaki ng recommendations, | think the
Comm ssion is open to hear them
MR VWH TE: Yeah, | think if you read
t hr oughout the whole -- | know you just received it
tonight. But | think if you read it, | go and point
out in the report things to be fixed and repaired.
| know on Page 2 | talk about repairing the weir.
So | think -- | think those itens are in the report.
MR WTTEN. So is it fair to say -- should
t he Conm ssion take the report as this as the
Applicant's recommendati ons for i nprovenent?
MR VWH TE: Recommendations -- |'msorry.
MR WTTEN. Recommendations for
I mprovenent to the fl oodi ng issue.
MR VWH TE: Yes.
MR WTTEN:. |Is there any other nmateria
that the Applicant is submtting?
MR VWH TE: W also submtted a report on
t he punp station.
MR WTTEN. On the punp station.

MR VWH TE: O proposed inprovenents.
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MR WTTEN. So is it those two reports
that the Comm ssion should rely on as the
recommendati ons fromthe group?

MR VWH TE: Yes.

MR WTTEN:. Thank you.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So | have a question
about from-- what | understand -- and, again, |I'm
not an engi neer, but you are -- you are going to add
fill to the property so that you can basically build
your infiltration systens to take any excess water
off the property, correct which will, in fact, put

you at an elevation that's higher than the fl ood
zone or flood -- I don't know what the right term
I'S.

MR VWH TE: Well, all our work is outside
t he fl ood zone, so...

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Al your work is outside
the fl ood zone?

MR VWH TE: Qutside the flood zone.

MS. HEGEMANN: As defined by the Applicant.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: Ch. |I'mnot sure what
t hat neans, because --

MR LOARY: Well, in other words -- excuse

me, in other words, we've defined the limt of
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fl ooding on the site based on observed conditions at
| think it's 163.6 feet elevation. So we're not
doi ng any work inside or down bel ow that el evati on.

So when Jimsays we're not placing fill
W thin areas subject to flooding, that's our
position that --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: No. But |I'm saying the
areas in which you build the buildings and build
your infiltration systens be will be in the central
part of that parcel.

MR LOARY: Right. Qutside of any areas
subject to flooding or outside of any wetl and area.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: R ght. But you're going
to bring in fill, that's going to lift and raise the
el evati on of that property, correct?

MR VWH TE: W' re going the use nostly
on-site fill. There is a hill in the mddle of the
site which we'll use as fill material.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: But ny point is you're
going to raise the elevation of the center bow part
of that property as it is now, right?

MR VWH TE: Yes.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: kay. So | guess, as a

| ay person, where does that water then go? | know
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you have infiltration systens, but it just seens --
It nakes sense that, as you go up, the rest of the
wat er goes el sewhere. Maybe |I'm just being sinple.

MR LOARY: | nean, that's the purpose of
t he storm wat er managenent neasures that are part of
the project. So water -- the increase in runoff is
mtigated by detention and slow rel ease out of the
detention basins and infiltration basins so that the
rate of runoff is not increased off of that upland
ar ea.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So what happens if -- if
you do it all according to storm water nanagenent
stats and everything is great? Wat happens?
What's -- do we have any kind of built-in assurances
that if it's not working, if this area continues to
be prone to flooding for other unforeseen reasons,
or things that I can't even think of right now,
because it's been flooding -- it used to be a swanp.
It's going to keep fl ooding. Wat assurances do we
have that Corcoran would then, you know, | ook at it
five years down the road? Say you build your
bui | di ngs and, you know, you're gone -- or | don't
know i f you stay, or the builder is gone, how do

we -- what kind of guarantees can we have that
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you'll maintain that, or we'll always be able to
say, "Well, nowit's changing.” | don't know if
that's an unreasonabl e thing to ask you.

MR GALLOGLY: Well, you can have
conditions attached to an approval that require us
to mai ntain, you know, what we put in.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Can they be in
perpetuity?

MR GALLOGLY: They certainly can be.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR WTTEN:. So M. Wiite, just back to the
wat er shed st udy.

So l've nowread -- it's only five pages,
so I've now read the whole report. So | see two
reconmendat i ons:

On Page 2, that the precast concrete dam
shoul d be repaired and wood weir should be repl aced.
That's the first recommendation. And then on Page 4
| see the recommendation, the first bullet, about
cl eaning the Sunset Road cul vert.

So are those the only two reconmendati ons
that the Applicant is making to the Conm ssion on
t he wat ershed study? There is no other

reconmendations in this entire report.
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MR VWH TE: As | nentioned, the sewer punp
station report recommended - -

MR WTTEN: | didn't --

MR VWH TE: -- inprovenments the punp
stati on.

MR WTTEN. So the punp station report and
then the two itens that we've just discussed in the
wat er shed st udy?

MR VWH TE: | would have to go through and
review the watershed study to see if there is
further recommendati ons.

MR WTTEN | nmean, |'m not
m srepresenti ng what you' ve produced. | just want
to makes sure, because the Conm ssion asked at the
| ast neeting whether you would do the study and
provi de recommendations -- or at |east you're here
tonight, | think, to provide recommendations. And
It sounds like there is the punp station and the two
reconmendations in this report.

I just want to make sure that we're not
m ssi ng ot her recommendations fromthe applicant.

MR Cl CATELLI: Wy don't we let the
Comm ssion read the report, and we coul d take our

time. There mght be nore information in there -- |
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think that's what's Jim s saying -- as opposed to
sinply saying there are two recommendati ons.

MR WTTEN. Well, that's a question. |'ve

read the report, and |I'm asking Jim who authored
the report, whether |I'm m ssing sonething. That's
all.

MR VWHTE: | think, if | renmenber
correctly, there is recommendations to clean the
drai nage ditch downstream of Franklin Street and the
Sunset -- Sunset Street culvert. There is the weir
| nprovenents, and there is the punp station
I mprovenents.

MR WTTEN. Ckay. Wiich is a separate
report?

MR VWH TE: Yes.

MR WTTEN. Well, if | could ask through
t he Comm ssion, if there are other recommendati ons
beyond those three, if you could send a neno to
M. Giffin and Ms. Hegemann just to identify those.

Thank you.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: May | ask a question?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  No. Just anybody el se
here at the table have any nore questions?

MS. HEGEMANN: | just have one.
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You ended your report | think in 2001; and
t hen, between the period of 2005 to 2007, a | ot of
the ditches on the site where changed. There is the
one ditch by the outlet that curved away from --

MR VWH TE: There is one ditch that was
excavated since that tine that went around the hill
on the west side.

MS. HEGEMANN: Yeah. There were two
changes.

MR VWH TE: | did not include that, because
| didn't think that really inpacted the wetlands in
t hat ar ea.

MS. HEGEMANN:  Well, it definitely inpacted
t he wet| ands.

MR VWH TE: | nean not inpact the wetl ands.
| npact the flow of the watershed.

MS. HEGEMANN: That was the question | was

aski ng.

MR VH TE: Yeah.

MS. HEGEMANN: Did you consi der whet her
t hat m ght have -- or did you ever ask -- | know you
weren't -- you aren't the | and owner, but do you

know why those were constructed?

MR VWH TE: | can go back and | ook. That
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was the tine the DEP was invol ved, and DEP told them
to put the weir in. | not sure if that's the sane
time they told them al so --

M5. HEGEMANN: No. The adm nistrative
consent orders didn't really talk about changing the
channels at all. Ganted, |'ve just been reading
stuff for a week.

MR VWHTE: | can go back, and I'll check
on it.

M5. HEGEMANN: As part of their watershed
study, it mght be worthwhile.

MR VWHTE: Yeah. | didn't -- a question
cane up, and | didn't include this because | didn't

think it increased or changed the flow to the

culverts, but 1'll include that.
M5. HEGEMANN: There was also fill behind
the -- there is alittle parcel -- out parcel that

was now fornerly owned by Wi ss, and behi nd t hat

there was sone -- it appears, based on the 2005,
2007 tinme period, that there was wetland fill back
t here.

MR VH TE: Wiere was that?
MS5. HEGEMANN: So there is the little out

parcel that's now or fornerly owned by Weiss. It's
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CO CHAIR McBRIDE: To the left as you wal k

M5. HEGEMANN: It's Donna Wiss. It's this
little -- behind where you -- where your future
detention basin is going to be, this corner.

MR VWH TE: Yes. Ckay.

MS. HEGEMANN: So t here appeared to have
been wetl and back there in the m d-2000s, and there
were ot her ditches back there at that tinme. So the
question, as part of a watershed study, m ght al so
include -- and I know this is going to be sort of
crystal ball -- but which way did those additional
ditches flow, and did that wetland play a role in
di vidi ng the watershed so that there m ght be | ess
wat er comi ng towards the punp station cul vert versus
t he Dunkin' Donuts culvert? So | think those -- |
t hi nk the wat ershed study may want to consi der that.

MR VWH TE: |Is that behind the single
fam |y house adjacent --

M5. HEGEMANN: Yes.

Do you want ne to cone and show you?

MR VWH TE: | just want to make sure.

MS. HEGEMANN: | f you | ook at those other
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studies, you can clearly see that there was changes
i n hydrol ogy.

MR LOARY: One thing | wanted to comment
on regarding the ditch, or the excavated ditch to
t he west of the upland knoll, if you go back to the
1969 aerial photographs -- which reflect, | think,
| argel y what everybody seens to feel was excavat ed
by the Corps of Engineers as part of the drainage
| nprovenents -- you can see that there were
prom nent ditching through that westerly wetl and,
and one ditch in particular which follows pretty
nmuch the sane pathway as that -- as that current
ditch. | think the two to the west of that have
silted in and grown up with vegetative cover, but
you can tell that in the past they had tried to nove
wat er up and around that upland knoll w th that
ditching. And so, in ny view anyways, that
augnentation of that -- of that easterly of those
three ditches, that appears to have occurred
sonetinme in the 2000s, sinply took the renaining
ditch that was -- that had been there back in the
1960s.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Dennis, can | ask you a

question?
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Did you ever get confirmation fromthe US
Arny Corps of Engineers that they did, in fact, dig
t hose ditches?

MR. LOARY: | have never talked to the
Cor ps of ENngi neers.

COCHAIR BRIDE: | did, and | couldn't --
none of them | had soneone who did historic
checking and said, as far as he's concerned, they
have no record what soever of --

MS. DAY: Marty has a letter. He has a
| etter basically saying -- can | ask Marty?

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Yeah.

MS. DAY: Marty, you have the letter,
right, fromthe Arny Corps of Engi neers basically
sayi ng they have no records of doing work on Wi ss
Farm We have a physical letter.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: | have an e-mail, too.

MR WANTMAN: | submtted it to
Conservati on Conm ssi on.

MS. DAY: W can send that to you.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: |I'"mjust curious. \Wen
you said Arny Corps of Engineers, | thought nmaybe
you had sone information that | wasn't able to get.

That's all.
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MR LOARY: And | woul d suggest calling the
Cor ps now and having them say they have no record of
t hem havi ng done that doesn't nean that didn't do
it, either.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: W're kind of stuck.

MR LOARY: There is a fair anmount of
hi storical, at |east anecdotal evidence that they
did do that work back in the 1950s. So, you know,
|"ve just | ooked at historic docunents. | can't
say, beyond that, if we've contacted them and
confirmed that.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: Have you shared those
wth us? O could you share that with us? Because
| couldn't get anything fromthem So if you got
sonething, | wouldn't mnd seeing it, please.

MR LOARY: (Ckay.

MS. HEGEMANN: Just Dennis, to counter what
you' ve indicated, those three -- the three prongs
that you're tal king about, the three ditches,
paral l el ditches, those could have contributed to
any kind of flow change, so --

MR LOARY: I'msorry. Did you say they
coul d have?

MS. HEGEMANN: They coul d have.
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MR. LOARY: They coul d have.

MS. HEGEMANN: They were clearly excavated
to bring the flow towards the north and then, from
that point, it's six of one, half a dozen of the
ot her where it m ght have gone. So | think -- and
what we don't see in this report -- is that in the
m d 2000s there was a significant change to that.
And | just -- as part of watershed study, | think it

is valid to include that. And | understand why it
wasn't, but to the extent that one was constructed
to direct flowin one direction.

MR VWH TE: The 2001 photo -- sorry, the
2001 photo doesn't seemto have -- show a wetl and
behi nd the Wi ss Farm house.

MS. HEGEMANN: So | ook at the other ones.
The 2000 -- well, the 2001 photo that | have --

MR VWH TE: Because | thought you nentioned
it was after 2000. That's how |I' m sayi ng.

MS. HEGEMANN: Yes, but | don't even see the
house I'mtal ki ng about on the 2001 photo. It
doesn't cover that area.

MR VWHTE: |I'malso |ooking at the '71
photo. It doesn't ook like there is a wetl and

behi nd t he house, either.
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MS. HEGEMANN: Well, if you | ook at the --
hol d on.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | didn't hear what you're
t al ki ng about. Could sonebody point?

M5. HEGEMANN: |'Il show you what |'m
t al ki ng about.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thank you.

MS. HEGEMANN: So this little house right
here (indicating). There is wetland. [It's north.
And historically there used to be three ditches this
way, and now they were directing the flow this way
(i ndicating) ny best guess, and now you have this
one that sits here, and | don't know what it's
doi ng.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: They were fl owi ng nort h,
you're correct, and then west.

MR WTTEN. Yeah. At sone point.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Anybody el se at the
t abl e have questions? Anybody on the Conm ssion
have questions?

MR GRIFFIN Wthin the last week | was --
| received sone Admi nistrative Consent Orders from
2006 and 2010. I'mcurious if those are still

active. |I'malso curious. There was a drai nage
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report referred to in one of those. |Is that
sonet hing that would be available to us and was it
conpl eted? And they also referred to sone annual
reports, and |' m curious about the status of those
annual reports.

MR MAHONEY: | will check with the current
owner and see if those are avail abl e.

MR, GRI FFIN:. Thanks.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: Did that answer all your
questi ons, Bob?

MR GRIFFIN It sounds like they're going
to work on it.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: Ckay. Anyone el se?

Bill, I think you have a questi on.

MR SOLOMON: | did. It was asked, so all
set.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Does anybody have any
questions this they would like to ask?

M. Eaton, please cone to the mc.

MR. EATON: John Eaton, 18 Citation Ave.

I have two questions regarding a letter
sent by Robert Conway to Robert Sweeney of the Board
of Sel ectnen cc-ing the Stoneham Board, the Stoneham

Conservati on Conmm ssion. The letter was posted on
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t he town website on Decenber 10th, 2013. The letter

refers to a site visit of -- can you hear nme okay?
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: No. You have to aimit.
VR. EATON: Oh, I'msorry.

| have a copy of the letter. May | give it

to you so you know what |'mtal ki ng about ?

COCHAIR McBRIDE: | know the letter you
nmean. What's your -- do you want to nake a conmment
on it or --

MR EATON: | have two questions on it, and

I f you have a copy of the letter it mght nake it
easi er.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Sur e.

MR. EATON. Okay.

I would just like to quickly -- just to
read five lines in the letter to preface ny
questi on.

It -- Robert Conway says that the
St oneham s geol ogy --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Just for reference, Bob
Conway was the forner Chairnman of the Board of
Sel ect -- board of -- Conservation Comm ssi on.

MR, EATON:. "Stoneham s geol ogy i s uni que

in the fact that the geology wll change
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abruptly fromrock to deep pockets of peat.

We envision that there is a huge deposit of

peat over this entire area. Peat is a very

unstabl e structural material that entraps

| arge quantities of ground water.

Therefore, the Stoneham Conservati on

Conmmi ssi on requests that a geotechnica

soi |l s engi neer and hydrol ogi st" --

"hydr ol ogi st be enployed to determ ne the

characteristics of the area with regards to

devel opnent . "

So ny question is, was a soils engineer and
hydr ol ogi st ever hired to study the characteristics
of Weiss Farm and, if so, what were the findings?

COCHAIR MBRIDE: If I'"mnot m staken, did
you do borings and found no peat on the property?
Am | renenbering that correctly?

MR, MAHONEY: |If we found any, very, very,
very |limted pockets.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  And Bob, did you have
anything to correlate to that, Bob Giffin.

MR CGRIFFIN | did receive sone boring
results within the |ast week fromJimWite, and |

don't recall seeing any peat. But | didn't really
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study themperfectly all that great. | don't
remenber .

M. Wiite, do you have any comrent ?

MR VWH TE: There is nostly sand underneath
the flat area. It's a nediumfine sand, pretty
uniform The hill there the nostly | edge. So the
intent is to, you know, knock the hill down, grind
it up and use that as fill on the site.

But the underlying soil -- and | believe
all the borings, at |east the ones we have | eaching
systens on, the ones | was interested in, were all
sand underneath the materi al .

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Does that answer your
question, John?

MR EATON:. Well, ny question was, was a
hydr ol ogi st ever --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: W've answered this a

fewtines. Bob is a hydrologist that the town has

hi r ed.

MR. EATON:. Bob is a hydrol ogist?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Yes. Yes.

MR. EATON: And you've studied the
characteristics of -- of Weiss Farmand the water --

have you studied the water flow adequately?
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MR GRIFFIN. | think I have got a pretty
good understanding of the water fl ow associated wth
t he proposed devel opnent.

| woul d point out that what |'ve | ooked at
has been reports that were prepared by M. Wite and
hi s conpany.

MR. EATON:  And what about a soils
engi neer? Have we hired a soils engi neer?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: No. | think we've
reviewed the borings that were perforned by the
Appl i cant .

Are you suggesting we hire soneone in
addi ti on?

MR. EATON: |'m just asking the question.
That's all.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR EATON: |'mnot an expert in any of
t hose areas.

MR RIFFIN And | think, for the purposes
of review ng the proposed devel opnent |'ve got
adequat e expertise in this area to evaluate the
boring results that were provided. | think
M. White has adequate expertise to take the

borings, and interpret them and properly design the
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project. So | don't think there is any shortage of
soi |l s eval uati on goi ng on here.

MR EATON: Ckay. Thank you.
My second question has to do with the
bott om paragraph of that letter regarding -- he
rai ses -- he says:
"There is testinony on historic
landfills on or adjacent to the property.™
So the question is, could any disturbance
of adj acent areas caused by landfill on the proposed

site cause groundwater contam nation?

Do you know the answer to that?

COCHAIR MBRIDE: | don't, and | don't
know what | andfills he's tal ki ng about except maybe
he's tal king about CGerald Road, Allen Road, Sunset
Road, Beacon Street, all the -- Tamarock Terrace,
all the areas that were around Wi ss that were
filled for devel opment back before the Wetl ands
Protection Act existed. |'mnot sure what other
landfills -- but | can ask him | can call himand
ask him

MR EATON: Well, | think we ought to find
out if -- if they're going to build there, if there

Is going to be -- if there is going to be any worry
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about groundwater contam nation affecting --

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: I think you did do
studi es on that, correct?

MR MAHONEY: In addition to the -- when we
did our borings and the nonitoring wells, we tested
for any chem cals and things |ike that.

MR. EATON: And there was no probl em found?

MR MAHONEY: Correct.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: And Bob Giffin reviewed
t hose tests.

MR CGRIFFIN. | don't recall seeing any
| aboratory tests descri bing chem cal
characteristics, but | don't recall seeing any trash
showi ng up in the borings, either.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Can you provide to hin?

MR MAHONEY: Sur e.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Thanks.

MR L'ESPERANCE: | would assune he did a
21E, right?

MR, MAHONEY: Correct. W can provide --
it may been submtted under --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  You may have.

MR. MAHONEY: -- the conprehensive permt

application. W can get it as well.
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MR. EATON: |'ve heard reports that there
were -- there were different types of trash there,
silicon, that kind of thing.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Lots of runors.

MR EATON: Excuse ne?

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE: Lots of runors all over

town about different things. But if they' ve done

test borings and they' ve tested the fill and the
borings, |I'mnot sure what nore we can ask for. |If
we can ask for sonmething nore, we'll ask for it,
but. ..

MR. EATON:. So -- so you're satisfied on
this issue?

COCHAIR McBRIDE: Wll, I'lIl ask Ingeborg
and Bob. |'mno expert, but |I'll ask them because
they are the experts.

MR EATON: Al right. Thank you.

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE:  You're wel cone.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Can | ask a question?

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Sur e.

MR ARMANO |'m Paul Armano, 9 Landers
Road.

So | would like to know the borings, how

many were done and how deep did they go?
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COCHAIR McBRIDE: | don't know if anyone
Is going to renenber that. That was a whil e ago,
but, Bob, do you know of f hand?

MR VWH TE: We did quite a few. | don't
know of f the top of ny head. WMaybe 30.

MR ARMANO 30 feet?

MR VWH TE: No, 30 borings, maybe.

MR. ARMANC  How deep did you go?

MR VH TE: 20 feet.

MR, ARMANO. Ckay. Because | spoke to a
| ocal resident who did have an issue with his hone.
He had his hone rebuilt, and he had nenti oned that
he had to go down about 26 feet and --

CO CHAIR MBRIDE: This is Ventrano, is it,

on Sunset ?

MR. ARMANO Yeah. | believe he said 26 to
40 feet.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: To get away fromthe
peat ?

MR ARMANO R ght. To get away fromthe
peat. So | don't believe those tests are quite
accur at e.

MR MAHONEY: Can |7?

It does us no good to build a building
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that's not going to be stable for years and years,

so we've done -- we've hired experts and done a | ot
of testing on the site, and we're very confortable
with the conditions that we found.

MR ARVANO  Ri ght.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Do you under st and what
his comment is?

MR. ARMANO. So you believe 20 feet is deep
enough?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Well, what he's saying
is if they built a building on peat, it could sink,
and it wouldn't behoove themall to do such a thing,
so. ..

MR. ARVMANO  Excuse ne one m nute.

Ckay. So you do believe that 20 feet is
deep enough? You don't think you need to go any
deeper ?

MR, MAHONEY: | believe we rely on our
geot echni cal engineer to make that call. That's
what his conclusion is.

MR ARMANO | find it hard to believe that
you found very little peat but you did find sand.

MR MAHONEY: We'll submt the boring | ogs

agai n.
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MR VWHTE: It was a glacial out washed
sand. That's why it's so flat out there. It's an
out wash froma glacier, which is -- nost soil
conditions around here are the result of gl aci al
action. So when the glacier canme through, there is
an out wash, or flat area, of sand deposit, and
that's what this site is nade of.

MR ARMANO  Okay.

MS. DAY: We can put -- | think it's
okay -- whatever you give to us, we can put on the

website and you review it yourself and then cone

back with questions as well, if that hel ps.
MR ARMANO. Well, | think -- | nean,
that's why we need to -- we need to hire experts.

I''m not an expert.

MS. DAY: | think we do --

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: These three people are
experts.

MR ARMANO | nean, do we --

COCHAIR McBRIDE: | think the problemis
you don't trust them and so you're thinking that
what ever borings they' ve given us are sketchy, at
best .

MR ARMANG R ght. They didn't comment on

Doris O. Wong Associates, Inc.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - May 7, 2015
Re 170 Franklin Street

73

how nmany bori ngs, how deep they were.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: | think they just did.

MR ARMANO Right. They did now.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Like three tines.

MR ARMANO Right. But we have one chance
to get this right.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Yep.

THE WTNESS: And are we -- |'mnot saying
anyt hi ng bad about M. Giffin, I"msure he's an
expert, but do we have enough experts?

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: M. Giffin is the
hydr ol ogi st, the peer reviewer that the Town deci ded
to hire. W have used himfor years, since |'ve
been on the Conm ssion. So | have no reason
what soever to doubt his experti se.

MR ARMANO Ckay. And how about in terns
of hydrol ogi sts?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: He is a hydrol ogi st.

What about that don't people get? Bob Giffinis a
hydr ol ogi st. Could everybody spread that around
Town?

MR ARMANO Ckay. And so what did -- when

did we find out -- what did that study consist of,

t he hydrol ogi st study?
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COCHAIR McBRIDE: | don't know if you can
remenber it at this point, Bob, if it's fair to ask
you to speak off the top of your head.

MR CGRIFFIN. Well, no.

What the Applicant has provided is a set of
cal cul ations that describe the stormwater that wll
run off of the devel opnment during various design
storns -- and we say "design storms,"” you know,
there is a twd-year storm a ten-year storm a
100-year storm-- so they | ook at these different
particul ar conditions, and then they -- you know,
the water will go into catch basins and pi pes and
eventual ly these infiltration basins. And the
pur pose of these calculations is to estimte how t he
water will flow through this particular system and
eventually head to the groundwater table or flow by
over |land towards Franklin Street. And that's --

t hose are the calculations that | have revi ewed.

M. Wiite has, within the | ast week,
provi ded an updated set of those calculations. |
haven't had a chance to | ook at those cal cul ati ons.
| suspect they'll probably be okay only in that the
first set of hydrol ogy cal cul ati ons, at |east, |

didn't see any flaw generally in the nethodol ogy.
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We' ve asked sone questions about the cal cul ati ons.
He's provided sonme responses to those questions. |
haven't had a chance to review all of that
information yet, but I will do that in the com ng
weeks.

MR ARMANO  Okay.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: Can | ask you with
regard to the borings, Bob, do you have -- are you
able to renmenber that off the top of your head?

MR GRIFFIN | know that | did receive
anot her set of borings recently fromM. Wite. You
know, |I'm going to guess there is probably 20
borings in that set, and | think they were nostly
shal l ow borings. | don't recall seeing any soft
soil deposits in those soil borings, but for the
nost part | thought | saw gravels and pretty stiff
ones at that. The blow counts, | think, were in the
20s or sonething like that. So we have reasonably
conpetent soils beneath the site.

Now, there is always the possibility that
If M. White took borings down to 20 feet that there
could be sonme soft soils occurring at 30, or 40, or
50 feet or sonething like that. But in prograns

like this, it would be unusual to extend every soil
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boring to 30 or 40 or 50 feet. Wen it cones tine
to design these buildings, | suspect that they wll
have a coupl e of deep borings |ocated near the sites
of the proposed buildings. They may have done such
bori ngs al r eady.

But you would normally just take a few of
t hese deeper borings, and if you found soft
conditions in those few borings then you m ght
spread out and say, "Okay. |I'mgoing to take sone
nmore." But so far what |'ve seen indicate
reasonably conpetent soils throughout the site,
certainly sufficient for constructing parking lots
and bui |l di ng buil di ngs on.

MR ARMANO Ckay. So | have one further
question, and that's it.

So |l -- the water that flows, it flows --
the water fl ows around Wiss Farm and then it goes
underneath Franklin Street to -- there is a brook on
t he other side of Franklin Street that's behind
Sunset, and that's -- who actually owns is that? |Is
t hat the Weiss Farm Trust?

CO CHAIR MBRIDE: | think sone of it is on
private property. The gentlenman you're talking

about, | don't know how far back his |land goes. |[|'m
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sure M. Bennett owns part of the brook that's
behi nd the property.

Does it end at the brook?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Behi nd t he br ook.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  You own the property
behi nd t he brook?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Yeah.

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE: But as far as the
cul vert is concerned, that's the Town.

MR ARMANO. Ckay. So the Town actually
owns that culvert?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: The Town owns all the
cul verts.

MR ARMANO Ckay. So that water w |
continue to flow down into that area?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: It will continue to
what ?

MR ARMANO To fl ow down, down into that
cul vert.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: | don't see anybody
t al ki ng about changing that, so | guess that we are.

MR ARMANO  Ckay. Okay. Al right. |
don't have any --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Did that answer your
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questions?

MR. ARMANO Yeah. It did.

| don't have any further questions.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Thank you.

MR. ARMANO Ckay. Thank you.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Anyone el se? G ndy.

MS. HEM NGWAY: G ndy Hem ngway, 14 Fells
Road.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Cone up to the mc,

Ci ndy.

MS. HEM NGMY: Ckay. So we've heard a | ot
of talk. W did the walk. | went on the wal k. And
| think what | would |ike to ask for the poor
residents of all the roads that we've nentioned --
Sunset, Cerald, our neighbors in Ml rose, general
Franklin Street area -- this could be years figuring
out is Corcoran going to build this six story
building? O is there going to be a | and swap? How
many years could this take?

In the neantine, the poor people who live
in that area, they're begging for relief. Al we
need i s one, you know, another heavy rainstorm and
they're going to continue to have fl oodi ng.

| guess ny first question would be is, what
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can sonebody do to give the people who live in that
area sone relief and sone hope that they won't
continue to be flooded? |I'ma honeowner. Mbst of
you are honeowners. |If you were in a situation of
living in those areas -- Cerald, Sunset, Franklin,
Mel rose -- wouldn't you want an answer to that
questi on?

That's nmy first question. | don't know if
anybody can answer it.

Who responsi bl e for giving the peopl e who
live in that area sone hope for sone relief?

COCHAIR McBRIDE: Well, | think it's not
an easy answer. | think sone of it is Wiss Farm
for not functioning, not running the punp correctly
and not having the weir be functioning. And that's
not these guys yet; that's Donna, Ms. Wiss. |
think the culvert on Sunset is certainly the Town,
but ny understanding -- and | can't confirmthis,
because | haven't asked Bob G over -- but | can call
and ask him go clean it out, see if that nmakes it
any better.

But if that's not flow ng well now, and
peopl e are getting flooding, I'mnot quite sure what

allowng it to flow better is going to do. | nean,
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M. Bennett and M. Vetrano and those people, if

ri ght now, you walked it, it was barely noving. And
if all of a sudden it gets cleaned out and the punp
starts running, there is going to be nore water.
Doesn't that nean there is nore water? So you know
what | nean?

"' mnot sure what the right answer is, but
| can certainly ask about M. G over about cl eaning
out Sunset, the culvert, see what his answer is.

MS. HEM NGMY: | think we need to start
sonmewhere. That m ght be a good place to start.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Sur e.

MS. HEM NGWAY: |I'mtold by people that
live in the Dol eful Pond area that usually -- or in
t he past has been full of water when the water was
drai ni ng through Wei ss Farm because it's a stopping
point or, like, alittle holding -- you know, as the
wat er makes its way to EIl Pond in Melrose is ny
under st andi ng.

| understand from people who live in that
area that it's very dry or enpty now, yet there is
all this water sitting on Weiss Farm all this
stagnant water, not only on Wiss Farm but

nei ghbors of Wiss Farmwho |ive on Gerald Road, who
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are begging for relief.

Ckay. | guess if | may, ny next question
woul d be -- and I'mreading froma nmenorandum t hat
was addressed --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: G ndy, | can't
understand you. You've got to talk right into the
m c.

MS. HEM NGWAY: Ckay.

| have a copy of a nmenorandum here that was
addressed to David Ragucci, Town Adm nistrator, from
M chael Dufour, who |I guess, at that tine, of
Novenber 22nd, 2010, was chairman of the Board of
Appeal s.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  From M chael who?

MS. HEM NGMY: M chael Duf our,
D-u-f-o0-u-r.

It's a menorandum It's dated
Novenber 22nd, 2010, regarding Weiss Farm and if |
may read fromthis nmenorandum

COCHAIR McBRIDE: I'mnot trying to be
di srespectful, but does it have anything to do with
this project and the Conservation Conmm ssi on?

MS. HEM NGWMAY:  Yeah.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: Because | understand --
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okay.
MS. HEM NGMY: Yeah. | believe that it
does.
CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.
M5. HEM NGMAY: If it doesn't, and you need
to shut ne down, | understand.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.
MS. HEM NGWAY: A couple of small
par agr aphs:

"At the Board of Appeals neeting that
was hel d on Thursday Septenber 23rd, 2010,
t he menbers unani nously uphel d the buil di ng
i nspector's order and determ nati on of
Weiss Farm Ms. Noble" -- "Ms. Noble's
letter of May 21st to Wiss Farm order to
cease and desi st of the conposting
operation, as well as activities related to
conposti ng.

"To date Weiss Farm has taken no
action in response to this decision and the
conposting operation continues to be fully

operational," as we know.
CO CHAI R McBRI DE: That doesn't have

anything do with us. Sorry.
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MS. HEM NGWAY: Ckay. But we've tal ked
about the fact that the material that is on the
Wei ss Farm property right now has perhaps been a
cause, a reason why a |lot of these trenches that
shoul d be draining water away from Wi ss Farm have
been cl ogged up by this naterial.

So it seens to ne that if, in fact, this
menor andum dat ed 2010, that they're running an
i1l egal operation there and they were given a cease
and desist order, and they didn't cease and desi st,
and those trenches keep getting filled in because
they're not being dredged, why is Wiss Farm

continuing to operate their business there that,

according the this menorandum is illegal?
COCHAIR MBRIDE: |I'mnot trying to put
you of f.
MS. HEM NGMY: | know.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: But that's a Zoni ng
Board of Appeal s issue, not Conservation Comm ssi on.
So I don't even know about the detail of it, and it
woul d be i nappropriate for ne to comment on it. But
| woul d say contact the Board of -- Zoning Board of
Appeal s and ask them what the -- you know, what

steps that have happened. But for us it's not

83
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appropriate for us to answer because we don't have
any information on it.

MS. HEM NGMAY:  Ckay.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Unl ess Applicant has
anyt hi ng they want to say.

MR. Cl CATELLI: Madam Chairman, really
that, | believe, had to do, perhaps, wth different

parties, nei ghbors conpl ai ni ng about odors and what
was maybe a proper or not a proper farmng
operation, but has nothing to do with the
residential use that we're proposing.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Ckay. Anybody el se?

M. WIson.

MR WLSON: Russ W son, Tamarock Terrace.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Right up to the mc.

MR WLSON:. Cdoser? W'IIl try it again.

Russ W son, Tamarock Terrace.

I think the last issue which was brought up
by G ndy Hemi ngway was directly on target. It
happens to be out of your purview for a decision,
but it happens to be relevant Weiss Farm so | just
wanted to nake a comment on that.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Ch, yeah.

MR WLSON:. | don't think we're in a
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position here to play judge and jury tonight. |
t hi nk offering bl anket condemnati ons of a certain
approach is i nappropriate.

What | got up to say was | would like to
find out who the experts are in this project. |
keep hearing information flying back and forth. |
need to know who the people are, what conpani es they
represent, what their area of expertise is, who's
payi ng the bill.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  You nean on our end or
on their end?

MR WLSON: On all ends.

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE: On our end --

MR WLSON: So | understand where the
i nformation cones fromand what their interest is.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Right. Decided by the
Town, Bob Giffinis the --

MR WLSON:. | would |ike a spreadsheet on
it. | would like the information so it can be
spread out across the nei ghborhood. GCkay?

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE: There is three people
that we've hired, these three right here. None of
t hem are secret.

MR W LSON: And that's it?
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CO CHAIR McBRIDE: They were all done in
open neetings, you know, our public hearings.

So it's Bob Giffin, peer reviewer
engi neer.

MR WLSON: | understand who the three
here are.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR WLSON:. | think it's inportant to
maybe spread our wings a little bit, get alittle
nore expertise in a broader sense, because this is a
little too serious to approach it the way we are.
We need to know, again, what information is
avai l able, needs to be available in summary form so
we can understand --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Can you give ne sone
sense about what you feel you' re m ssing?

MR WLSON: Excuse ne?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Can you give ne
speci fics about what you feel you're mssing, or
these three fol ks are m ssi ng?

MR WLSON: Nanme of the conpany, nane of
t he individual, area of expertise, who's paying the
bills, what they studi ed and what the concl usi ons

are. | pay a lot in taxes. | would like to see it.
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CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Yeah.

I mean, | guess we can put sonething
together, but it's like -- all of these people have
been deci ded at public hearings, so it's not |ike,
you know, the town decided who is --

MR WLSON: That's not what |I'm argui ng.

VWhat |'"marguing is | would |ike to have a

sinple approach to it so everyone can understand it.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: | don't know t hat
anybody doesn't understand it. So that's, | guess,
what |'msaying. Certainly we can ask Cathy to put
a spreadsheet together with their nanes on it, but
we only have these three.

MR WLSON. M. Giffin, for exanple, has
a report that runs several hundred pages.

Is that correct, M. Giffin?

MR CGRIFFIN. No. | reviewed a report that
was prepared by M. Wiite's conpany that was several
hundred pages long. Mne -- what | was asked to
prepare was a |list of comments about it, and | did
prepare a couple of letters at this point posing
questi ons back to the Applicant, which they have
| argely addressed. My letters are, you know, three,

four, five pages long. They're not that | ong.
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MR. WLSON:  Under st ood.

And so all the underlying information runs
hundreds of pages, and so a sunmary i s appropriate.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: That's been provi ded.

MR CGRIFFIN. Wwell --

MR WLSON:. Five-page summary?

MR RIFFIN -- again, ny -- ny letter
that | wote is a list of cocmments on the materials
that | have reviewed. The reports that were
prepared by M. Wite's conpany generally do include
a summary section and that nay be sonething that
coul d be post ed.

MR WLSON. Ckay. | understand what
you're saying, and | do appreciate it.

What | want to appreciate is that if we
have a spreadsheet and we have deci sions, clear-cut
deci si ons, and sonet hi ng goes wong, we know whose
|icense to look for. It's that sinple. |If you're a
pr of essi onal surveyor and you screwed up, then
you're going to be | ooked for, okay?
Responsibility. That's why they're licensed. And
if we're not going to put that down and nake it
clear, then it's not worth doing any of this.

And -- Bill's here. W'IIl pass it through Bil
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Sol onon to get it to the Town Adm nistrator. That
w || be done.

Thank you.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Do you have any comment,

Bill?

MR SOLOMON: | agree.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: Ww. That was
I mpr essi ve.

Go ahead. Nanme and address.

M5. PECORARO  Mary Pecoraro. | live on
Wl sh Avenue about a half mle from Wiss Farm

| believe | asked this question once
before, but I"'m-- I'"mnot sure that it was
answer ed.

I know t hat when they do hi ghway projects
and you're driving by you'll see, in order to
protect the wetlands they put up hay bal es and bl ack
plastic and stake it down to keep water and residue
fromentering sensitive areas.

When | drive by Weiss Farmfor the | ast few
years at one end -- | guess it's the western side --
there is hay bales and plastic and stakes. And
around behi nd where the punping station is there is

al so hay bal es and bl ack plastic and stakes. And
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they -- | saw soneone the other day. It seenms to ne
that they were maki ng sure that that was an even
better barrier than before.

And |'mwondering for what reason are the
hay bales all over Wiss Farmin different areas and
what's their purpose? Are they to contain water?

O toredirect flow? O are they going to change
t he topography of the land? |I'mjust curious as to
what t he purpose of those hey bal es are.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: | think I can answer
that for you.

MS. PECORARCO  Thank you.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: And | don't know if you
remenber now if it was 2010 or 2012. Donna Wi ss
asked for -- | always get the acronym w ong, but she
basically wanted us to delineate the wetl ands al ong
with her wetlands scientist. So Bob Giffin was the
wet | ands scientist that we hired to do that -- the
peer reviewer. Mary R mmer was the wetl ands
scienti st.

And the hay bales were put up to protect
the wetlands. In fact, whenever there is project --
and it was determ ned that Donna -- Ms. Wiss

nmul chi ng busi ness could possibly, during a rain
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storm run off into the wetl ands.

So it becane apparent to us during the site
visit that there were sone issues with the hay bal es
and that sone of are them degraded and they need to
be replaced. And that actually isn't an issue for
Corcoran, as much as | would like to do it, because
| think you would fix it right away, but that's nore
of an answer with the Conservation Conm ssion and
Ms. Wiss and Weiss Farm proper as it now. W
woul d want to contact them and say, "You need to fix
this, anong a few other things."

Did that answer your question?

MS. PECORARO Yes, it does. Thank you.

Maybe this is not your bailiw ck or
what ever .

If you she's -- also the business that she
has there of the | oam and the nmulch and all of that,
Is that consistent wwth being a farnf

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: That isn't our purview
| don't know the answer to what.

MS. PECORARO  Ckay. Because |'m wonderi ng
about that, too.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: M. Want man.

MR WANTMAN: | would |Ii ke the pointer and
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I would |ike the slide of the North Meeting House
Br ook put back up, pl ease.

If I can use it.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Marty, you mght conme up
to the mec.

There you go. Thank you.

MR WANTMAN: Let ne just test this to see
if I can doit. Okay. |'ve got to take ny gl asses
of f.

Ckay. This is Wiss Farm over here.
Everyone can see it. North is the direction I'm
pointing. This slide is oriented so that this is
east; this is west; this is south; there Franklin
Street, and that's north. This is the North Meeting
House drai nage swanp that everyone's tal ki ng about.
That says "north"; that says "neeting house.”" This
is referred to all the tine.

| have | arger maps that show the flow |
don't know how they can be displayed, but there are
arrows on this map that show the flow coming from
the north, comng fromthe west, comng fromthis
direction; and the flow goes right here. It says
"flow' and it | eaves the property.

There are ditches on Wi ss property on
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their lot line right here (indicating). Weiss
signed the easenent docunent because it drains
Wei ss' property. There are -- where -- that don't
show on this map, but of course | do have other naps
and you have themin your possession -- that show
hi storical ditches on Wi ss.

There is a westerly one that cones fromthe
east that drains, Ellen Road and Tamarock Terrace.
It goes fromeast to west. It's been altered in
2000 - -

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Marty, can | just ask
you a question. Did you give a copy of this map
t hat you gave to us --

MR WANTMAN: I did.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Thank you.

MR WANTMAN: | gave a copy to him yes,
and a few copies to you.

Sois it Hldegard? 1It's a tough nane for

MS. HEGEMANN: No.

MR. WANTMAN:  She was representing that
there were a nunber of historical ditches --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: It's Ingeborg.

MR. WANTMAN: | ngeborg.
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MS. HEGEMANN: But |'ve been call ed
everything in the book.

MR WANTMAN: I'msorry. Too many names
for ne.

There are other maps that show historical
ditches on Weiss Farm Because it's a very fl at
area, the water could go -- the water could
potentially flow north; the water could potentially

fl ow west, east, any direction, because it's very

flat.

H storically, Wiss used to drain to the
west. There was sone filling that went in on these
properties. I'mnot sure precisely what is

affected, but these are, in actuality, nostly on the
lot lines so they wouldn't affect any of the
property owners. |If these ditches were
reest abl i shed Weiss would be able to connect back to
t hose ditches that were intended to drain Wiss and
drain to the west. That has not been discussed in
any detail tonight, and that is a large solution to
t he probl em of the fl ooding.

I, unfortunately, have a busy life and
made, |i ke, an 80-page subm ssion to the

Conservati on Conm ssion | ate yesterday afternoon to
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Cat hy Rooney. Apparently she had sone problens with
t he col or phot ographs were kicked back to her, so
you don't have them And | made a nunber of copies
of nmy submi ssion, and | don't believe that they were
di ssem nated to the Corcoran G oup.

Basically what | submtted was i nformati on
on the punp that was asked for that was not
submtted prior, pictures of people replacing the
punp wi thout the use of the access road, and then a
quick letter from Donna Weiss to the Board of Health
I ndi cating that Bob Grover of the public works has
been inforned that the punp is working to ful
capacity but it's having difficulty fl ow ng across
t he street.

The next docunment is a schematic under
Franklin Street. And, according to what |'ve read,
part of the problemis the reconstruction of

Franklin Street during the year 2000. And what |'ve

read -- and | can't verify it because | can't go
underground -- is once the water | eaves the punp
house, it has to go up hill and then down hill to

cross Franklin Street.
So one of the -- | also submtted what |

consider the nost significant of the annual reports
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that | believe Attorney Wtten m ght have been
asking the Applicant to get fromWiss Farm And it
I's nmade by the engineer for Wiss, and it includes
renedi al actions that were already | ooked at by the
engi neers.

The first renedial action is to reapproach
the Town to ask the Town to dredge the outfall area
west of the Franklin Street. | have been asking for
the sane thing for a good decade, if not 15 years.
Wi ss needs to drain west once again.

The second recommendation is to approach
the Town as to accepting additional flows downstream
by permtting a direct hose discharge into the
culvert on Franklin Street. So the way | understand
that, it would that be |ike putting a finger cot
over the outflow pipe at the punp house, threading
that finger cot under the street so that it directly
di scharges into the culvert south of Franklin Street
I nstead of a good portion of it going back to Wi ss.

I will have to tell you that we all | ooked
at the punp house and saw t he punp was punpi ng; but
nobody, absol utely nobody, realized that the punp
was not punping to full capacity, except for

M. Sorenson, who Managed the Wiss Farmfor
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36 years with ny help -- wait a mnute. | didn't
manage Weiss for 36. Walter worked there for 36
years.

Walter and | managed the water flow and
kept the flooding fromoccurring on Weiss Farm from
approxi nmately 1985 until approximately 2004. During
this tine period, there was no weir. | have
subm tted photographs -- | gave themto Cathy --

t hat show the earthen damin place in 2002 and 2003,
whil e Weiss was running their large facility and
there was no flooding. Sinply control the earthen
check dam because the weir -- which is, in other
words, a dam-- is nmade up of Jersey barriers and
sunk into the ditch, and everyone saw it's | eaking.

If earth -- if there was an earthen dam put
in there, it could be controlled and maintained to
allow the water fromthe north of Wiss -- that
woul d be all of this area here -- it could be
controlled and the water flow could be adjusted so
that the punmp could hold up wwth it -- | nean keep
up with it, and there would be no flooding on Cerald
Road.

I have historical video that shows the

earthen damin place, and ny fl oodi ng di sappears in
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approxi mately 15 hours. It would cost no noney.
It's easy mai ntenance, and it woul d be advi sable for
the Applicant to test ny nmethod and see if that
elimnates the flooding with no expense and no

engi neering. Sinply put sone material back in the

eart hen dam and operate it as it was in the past for

17 years.

H s next recommendation is to use a dense
siltation fabric or soil -- look at that; | didn't
even recogni ze that -- or soil, earth, to plug the

| eaks at the check dam and eval uate the back fl ow.

So I'min agreenent with Wiss' prior
engineer. And this was witten, | think, in 2011.

He does not tal k about draining to the
west, but | also supplied you with four engineering
reports. The first engineering report was done in
2000 -- no. Excuse ne. The first engineering
report was the engi neering report that was done --
it's entitled "The Drai nage Study for the Inland
Road and Tanarock Terrace Extension."” It was done
i n October 16th of 1985.

And the first paragraph indicates that the
Ell en Road and Tamarock Terrace Extension basically

goes to Wiite -- Weiss and then the site, in
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general, flows in a westerly direction towards
Franklin Street where it is part of a 177-acre
wat er shed.

So the drainage study that Ellen Road and
Tanmar ock Terrace was devel oped with indicated that
the flow from Wiss would be to the westerly
di recti on.

| al so supplied you wth topographical --
the definitive plan for Ell en Road and Tamar ock
Terrace Extension. |It's entitled "Topographi cal and
Grading Plan,"” and | blew up the significant parts,
whi ch shows the water flowng in a westerly
direction once it hits the ditch.

| also supplied you wwth a phot ograph of
the force of the water as it | eaves El |l en Road
Extension, and | entitled it with "The Pi pe Qutl et
draining Ell en Road Extension during a rainstorm?"”

As seen, a forceful waterfall is created as
El | en Road drains quickly. The water enters Wi ss'
property faster than it can presently | eave. That
was from 2006, and it's still the case.

The next docunent | supplied you with is an
engi neering report done by Benchmark Survey in 2007.

That engi neering report -- report al so has
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reconmendati ons how to renedy the situation. They
suggest providi ng downstream detenti on and retention
and fl ood storage. They suggest cleani ng and

mai nt ai ni ng as such the existing drai nage swal es --
and a "swale" is another word for a ditch. They
suggest that all site activities on the Wiss
property conply wth best managenent practices.

They suggest proper nmi ntenance at the existing punp
at Franklin Street. They suggest cleaning and

mai nt ai ni ng the cul vert under Franklin Street, and

t hey al so suggest cl eani ng and mai nt ai ni ng
downst r eam dr ai nage swal e on the southerly side of
Franklin Street.

The next docunent | supplied you with is a
cruci al docunent from 2010 from Benchmark Survey,
and it's a drainage review of the R J. O Connel
report that | also supplied you with, which would be
the fourth engineering report that | supplied you
with, and the engi neering report that | nentioned
during the | ast neeti ng.

In this report by Benchmark Survey, it
shows you the watershed overview, it shows you the
wat ershed soils overlay, and it references a

drai nage divide by others. It shows you that the
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drai nage ditches are separated. And | agree with
the drainage ditch -- | nmean with the drai nage

di vide by others, and that's what am pressing for,

t hat that drainage divide -- which I would call a

bl ockage in the ditches -- is opened up so the water
can fl ow west agai n.

Furthernore, it has all of the elevations
of the punp house. It has the el evations of the
wetl ands. It has elevations along the ditch. It
has el evations of nmy tennis court, elevations of the
tennis court and wetlands, and it has photographs
and el evations of the culvert on the southern side
of Franklin Street and al so the culvert on the north
side of Franklin Street that drains to and through I
believe it's the Brookneadow Condom ni uns, and a
phot ogr aph of the Brookneadow Condoni ni uns.

The next docunent is an engi neering report
by R J. O Connell, who was retained by the Town
during the litigation that previously occurred. And
that report is acconpanied by a map that shows
approxi nately where the water flows from vari ous
directions. It has an approxi mate drai nage di vi de,
whi ch | cannot disagree with, but I would like to

see no drainage divide. | would |like to see the
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ditches reconnected and the water flow ng off of
Weiss in a westerly direction.

The next docunment included in there is
conpl i ance inspection sunmmary from March of 2009,
done by the DEP, concerning the Adm nistrative
Consent Order.

The Adm ni strative Consent Order, which
|'ve read, indicates that the Adm nistrative Consent
Order is in effect as |l ong as Wi ss operates their
property in the manner that it has been operated.

So the Adm nistrative Consent Order is in effect
t oday.

The violations that the DEP found were very
simlar to the violations that | saw and poi nted out
to the Conservati on Comm ssion while we were on the
wal k. The punp access road was allowed to be
fl ooded, it says here. W saw the punp access road
fl ooded. This access road -- and then it tal ks
about this punp access road, which is sunk fromthe
continual flooding, and that the punp access road
has -- the punp access road has settled and
si nked -- sunk due to prol onged periods of fl ooding
and i s causing nore problens and nore fl oodi ng.

So |''m hoping that the punp access road,
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which is useless, is going to be renoved.

| also included in there pictures of the
punp being replaced fromthe street, which is an
i ndi cation that the punp access road is ridiculous.
It didn't need to be put in there. Sonebody didn't
know what they were doing, and they recommended a
punp access road.

| also included the photographs that the
DEP found on their site visit, and it | ooks
uncannily Ii ke Wiss Farm does today, six years
| ater.

The next docunent that | included was one
of, I think, the nore inportant docunents that was
asked for, and | think I already discussed that it
was Wi ss' annual report from 2011, and | believe it
was the | ast annual report submtted to the DEP. |
bel i eve that they did not submt annual reports from
2012 and 2013, and they were -- they were required,
but not done.

The next docunent is entitled "drai nage
concern” and it's fromthe Stoneham Conservati on
Commi ssion, which | was in front of I don't know how
many times, but this was from 2010. And it begins

with "continued di scussion with M. Want man
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regardi ng the backed up drai nage at Franklin
Street."”
The last two bullet pints indicate:
"Bob Conway" -- who was the emn nent
chai rman of the Conservation Conm ssion --
"Wwll contact the DEP' -- the Departnent of

Envi ronmental Protection; and that would be

M. Ron Stelline -- "to get information on

t he western portion of the job and his

desire to get water flowng in a westerly

direction off of Wiss Farm"

So we now have the Departnent of
Envi ronnental Protection stepping in and the
Conservati on Conmm ssion chai rnan agreeing wth
Want nan, water needs to | eave Wi ss' property in a
westerly direction.

The last bullet point is unfortunate, as i
I ndi cat es:

"Dan Dragone" -- who no | onger works
for the DPW-- "has a staffing shortage
and funding i ssue holding up the start of

the work."

t

The foll owi ng docunent that | submtted is

a docunent, an e-nmail between nyself and the
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Massachusetts DEP O fice of General Counsel -- that
woul d be Heidi Zisch -- the chief regional counsel
of the northeast region.
And she indicates -- because | had net with

sone inpasse in attenpting to get the westerly
ditches reopened -- that the work coul d be

consi dered exenpt fromregul ati on because it could
be consi dered routine mai ntenance.

And | have docunents that | did not submt

i ndicating that the Board of Selectnen, | believe it
was in 1999 -- they m ght have been submtted to
you, but not with this subm ssion -- but Bob G over

partially cleaned out the North Meeting House ditch
system but it was not cleaned out entirely.

And ny letter to the DEP indicates -- it's
very brief -- and | asked the DEP to draft a letter
to the Town of Stoneham giving the DEP bl essing and
encour agi ng the Town of Stonehamto cl ean out the
North Meeting House Brook easenent all the way to
Wi ss and also to clean out the ditch south of the
punp house.

I then asked, "Could you encourage Wiss to
connect to the westerly ditches thereafter?” | then

i ndi cat e:
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"The check damis still | eaking, and
the nore head pressure, or water pressure,
behind it, it releases the backed up water
to the south.™
| didn't indicate, but the DEP knows, that
I *'m subject to floodi ng under those conditions.

The next docunment is a docunent to Ron
Stelline from 2010. And during the wal k through I
i ndi cated that there was approxi mately 100 tons of
rubble that was jamed into the wetl ands ten feet
fromny lot line extending 110 feet | ong, and I
found it offense, and no one could see it because
the property was fl ooded.

So this docunent is an indication from
Wi ss' engineer -- and their attorney is copied in
onit -- indicating that, indeed, there is debris in

t hat area, but they estimated it only 20 to 30 cubic

yards. | then include a terrible black and white
picture, but that's what it |ooks like. 1t |ooks
terrible.

My next docunent is a document fromthe
prior attorney for Wiss -- that would be Bergdorf
Goodnman -- from 2005 indi cating that when they

applied naterial to the southern neadow, that all
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that was applied was w nter rye seed, was conpost
generated on the farmto aid in seed germ nati on.
And the bottomof that | indicate that conpost is
generated predom nantly fromoff site.

There is very little grass on Wiss Farm
It's nostly dirt in piles, nmulch piles and conpost
piles, and it's material taken in from | andscapers.
And | would | ove to know where it's comng from and
I would | ove to know what's in that conpost.

The next docunment is a series of six
phot ogr aphs that show Wi ss addi ng conpost to the
southern neadow in a twice failed attenpt to pl ant
W nter wheat in an area notoriously flooded. Wnter
wheat needs a well-drained soil to germinate. The
seed washed away and the material added to the area
reduci ng water storage capacity. No notice of
intent for the work, no request for determ nation of
applicability.

That action was, | believe, the reason that
the DEP got involved wth Wiss and was the reason
for the Adm nistrative Consent O der.

The next document is the only docunent that
has a conpost analysis report fromWiss, and it's

fromthe year 2009. And it has a nunber of heavy
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netals in there that are carcinogenic, and | would
tell you that -- Weiss will tell you that the
arseni c, cadm um copper, |ead, nercury,
nmol ybdenum -- I'mnot a chem st, and | don't
pronounce it -- nickel, seleniumand zinc -- that's
nerves -- were within the federal guideline |evels,

but I would like to know what was if in the conpost
when they were adding it to the southern neadow in
2006, and |I'm suggesting that it should be tested.

The next photograph cones out -- or it's
not a photograph; it's a docunent from Google. It's
an overhead shot of the Weiss Farmarea, and it's
really not very good in black and white, but in
color it shows you that there is a bit of -- well,
it shows the ditch system basically.

And |I'm al nrost done with this subm ssion.
l'"mgoing to refer to -- is it --

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: 1 ngeborg.

MR. WANTMAN: | ngeborg asked about what
Weiss calls a berm-- what | call a rough fil
pile -- that | believe we determned it was in the
wet | ands at the | ast neeting, and she wanted to know
when it was -- or howlong it's been there.

And this docunent was taken off of the
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Internet. [It's |abeled 2008, and it shows an
excavator and a screener renoving that said pile.
Both Walter and | believe that that, in actuality,
t hat occurred in 2006.

The next document again during the wal k
t hrough I ngeberg -- I'"'msorry. | really am

MS. HEGEMANN: Bor g.

MR WANTMAN:  M's. -- M. Whatever.

This docunent is a picture that | took in
1994, and it is labeled "1994" re -- "reconfiguring
t he easterly ditches after packing rough fill in the

wet |l ands,” and there is a picture of a backhoe in
there as it's conpleting the job.

The | ast picture has been nentioned is the
hi storical pictures that | was able to take in the
North Meeti ng House easenment ditches west of Wiss
i n 2008, and they do show what the gentl eman for
Corcoran was describing -- tires, debris, mlk
crates and bl ockages in the westerly ditches.

So | have -- | would inplore you to enforce
t he Adm nistrative Consent Order, to force Wiss to
get the water off, the sedinent off of the pum
access road as required by the Adm nistrative

Consent Order.
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She can do it very easily. Al she needs
to do is to have one of her nen reenploy the earthen
check dam Although the punp is not running to full
capacity now, both Walter and | have | ooked at
hi storical video of the punp running prior, and we
think it mght be running at around 70 to 75 percent
right now. [|If they were to enploy the earthen check
dam the water would be off the access road the
foll ow ng day and she would be in conpliance. Not
only would the water be off the punp access road,
because we all agree that this is a very flat
property, the water would be off of nmy property and
that would make ne a little happier than | am

So in summation, | amin agreenent that the
sout hern ditches where the punps need to be cl eaned
out. There are already on the books reasonabl e
reconmmendati ons with the punp and how to repair that
situation. | would inplore you to cooperate and
| ook into reopening the western ditches. And if
those two things were done, | think then we could

reconvene, Corcoran woul d be better served because

nmuch of the water that is on Weiss Farm -- and |
will tell you | have never seen that nuch water on
Weiss Farm | have not been on the property to | ook
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at the ditches in seven years, and | was anazed at
how much water it's holding. | have never seen

t hose ditches that full. | saw no fl ow goi ng west.
All the water that comes off of Ellen Road in a
significant anmount --

I wanted to point out to the people that a
ditch, they could see that the water was goi ng south
and the water was going -- | nean at the bridge in
t he northwest region. Do you know where |'mtal ki ng
about? | wanted to point out to you people that
when the water left Ellen Road it was goi ng west and
It was goi ng south, but you couldn't see that
because that ditch was so full. You couldn't see
where the fl ow was goi ng.

Years ago, there was no water. \When you
wer e standi ng on that bridge, years ago you didn't
need that bridge to cross. You just wal ked across,

unl ess there was a heavy downpour. There were two

corrugated pipes -- you could hop, skip and junp
over them -- and you coul d see the water was goi ng
south and the water was goi ng west. Now t he wat er,

you can't tell where it's going, because there is so
much wat er being held on the property.

So in summation |'masking for cooperation.
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The water is supposed to be flowng west. | have
been fl ooded for a good 11 years now. | would
chal | enge the wetl ands person second fromthe |eft
to cone up with a photograph. You said last tine
that you saw the ditches dry. | haven't seen ny
tennis court for 13 nonths until today, and it's
ugly. It has sunk significantly. 1t's just an

unt enabl e position for ne, and it's easily resol ved.

And I'"'mlistening to all this chatter, and
it sounds like -- Walter and | can show you how to
run the property, and we can show you how to run it
for short change in ten m nutes.

That's about all | have to say.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE:  Thanks, Marty. | have a
question. Marty.

MR. WANTMAN: Pl ease.

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE: | have a questi on.

At the very begi nni ng when you tal ked about
the flow com ng off the punp going under Franklin
Street to Sunset Road cul vert, you said -- | forget,
did you say soneone said it had to go uphill?

MR WANTMAN: FSL said that, Wiss
engi neers.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: And did it have --
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MR WANTMAN:.  And if you read these
docunents, you wll see that the DEP said that
Wei ss' engineers were telling themstories, and so |
woul d ask anyone who is reading these docunents to
verify. | would ask the people who went on the
wal k, especially, they would be able to see this and
realize that some of this is -- is crazy stuff.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So ny question is do you
know if it goes uphill because it was --

MR WANTMAN: | don't know.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: -- fromdebris?

MR WANTMAN: | can't see under Franklin
Street better than anyone else. It was witten by
FSL. | did not submt that because | don't know if
it's true or not. | don't know how t hey determn ned
that the water has to travel uphill under Franklin
Street. | did supply that docunent. | don't know
I f anyone has it. Maybe one of the engi neers can
read it right now and tell you. | can pass it over.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: | didn't know if you
knew t he reason for it.

MR WANTMAN: ' msorry?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: You answered it. Thank

you.
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MR WANTMAN: | would like to give one of
t hese packages to Corcoran --

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE:  Sur e.

MR WANTMAN: -- and maybe they can | ook
t hrough this.

And I'mgoing to just repeat, | would ask
that Corcoran and the Town work cooperatively to
reopen the westerly ditches to renpbve the water, to
stop the flooding. They'|ll have a better project.
The nei ghborhood will be better served. The water
won't go to Melrose. It will go to Dol eful Pond
where it's supposed to, and that wll nake the
sout hern area very nmanageabl e.

The other thing | suggested to Corcoran
when they cane to ny house is the Adm nistrative
Consent Order allows Weiss -- and | woul d assune
t hey would all ow Corcoran the sanme option of
utilizing a nunber of dans in the north/south ditch.
If Corcoran where able to open the westerly ditch
system then they could enploy an earthen check dam
where the bridge is and conpel all the water from
El | en Road, Tamarock Terrace, Beacon Street and the
rest of the subdivisions north of Weiss to travel

west. Consequently there wll be |ess fl ooding on
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Sunset Road and probably |ess flooding on Gerald
Road, if not elimnating the flooding all together.

Any questions? Any conments? Any reason
why this can't be done? That would be ny final
question. Why can't we cooperate, people?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: 1" m hopi ng we can.

MR SOLOMON. May | ask two questions?

I"'mBill Sol onon, Town Counsel .

MS. DAY: Just hold on for one second.

Cathy, the nenory's full? Are we good with
t he transcript?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: W have a tape issue.

MR, SOLOMON: Thank you.

I think I have Ingeborg's first nane down,
but I don't have Jim s | ast nane.

So your | ast nane, Jinf

MR VH TE: Wite.

MR SOLOMON:. White. Thank you.

Just if | may, just a few questions.

Havi ng heard --

COCHAIR cBRIDE: |I'msorry to ask you
this. Nane and address for the record.

MR SOLOMON: WIIliam Sol onbn, Town

Counsel .
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CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Thank you.

MR SOLOMON: |'ve heard from fol ks about
the site visit that you went on, also, and | think
we've heard a little bit today.

And what strikes ne is that there was a
t renmendous anount of water on the site, and so |
thought it was fair to ask -- because you' ve been
fair and straight, and you want to ne -- is it -- is

it fair to say that the anount of water that was on
the site on the day of the site visit was nore than
you' ve ever seen before on that site?

MR VWH TE: That is the nost -- that's the
nost water |'ve seen on the site, yes.

MR SOLOMON: Ckay. And is it also fair to

say that -- that -- and this is a subjective
question; but again, | think it's capable of a
straight answer -- is it fair to say that you were

surprised by the anount of water you saw on that day
on the site?

MR VWHTE: | don't know | would say
surprised. W have had --

MR SOLOMON: Was it --

MR VWH TE: -- an enornous anount of snow

this past wnter. W had rain. | anticipated that
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the water would be high on the site.

MR, SOLOMON.  Ckay.

COCHAIR cBRIDE: [|I'msorry. Wuld you
repeat that closer to the mc, please.

MR VH TE: ' msorry.

| said we had a trenendous anount of snow
this past wwnter. There was the snow nelt and rain
we've had. And | anticipated that the water woul d
be high on the site.

MR SCLOMON:. Whuld it be fair to say that
t he anount of water was unexpected, even though it
wasn't surprising?

MR VWHTE: | really can't answer that.

MR SOLOMON: Did you expect to see that

anount of water?

MR VWH TE: | expected the water to be
high. | didn't cal cul ate how high the water was
going to be. | anticipated the water would be high.

MR, SOLOMON: And you, today, in your
proposal you' ve submtted, had sone new proposals.
Attorney Wtten's indicated sone were comments, but
you indi cated that there were sonme proposals for the
punpi ng station and with clearing sone drai nhage out

and anot her proposal.
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Did those proposals conme about, in part,
because of the conditions you saw on the site visit?

MR VWH TE: One condition that | did see on
the site visit that | wasn't aware of was the Sunset
Road cul vert bei ng cl ogged, and so that
reconmendati on was based on the site visit that day.

MR SOLOMON:  And the other, the other
reconmmendati ons, did those cone about because of
what you observed, you tried to respond to that?

MR VWHTE It's from previous inspections
of the site.

MR SOLOMON. Ckay. And nay | ask, if you
have an answer, why is it that -- | understand this
I's a process back and forth, and you're trying to
respond and you're trying to do a good j ob.

So peopl e understand what the thought
process is, why is it that those recomendati ons
were not recommendati ons you nade earlier? How cone
t hey were nmade now and not earlier?

MR Cl CATELLI: Madam Chairman, this is a
little bit inappropriate.

The study that we just gave you was at the
request of the Comm ssion, as Bill knows, and it was

just submtted tonight. But that was a request that
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t he Conm ssion nmade for the study, the watershed
study, and it was provided tonight.

MR SOLOMON: But I'mtrying to understand
what the -- in other words, whether it was -- as was
asked by folks -- there is a conprehensive | ook of
what's the chal |l enge.

I know as a | awer and things sonetines
people want to do a |aw or a renedy, and | al ways
say, you know, "Before you can do a | aw or you can
have the renedy, you need to know what the probl em
iIs. And if you know what the problemis, then you
can start to think about what's the solution."

And so in this process, while the back and
forth is helpful, I think it's hel pful for the
townsfol k to understand, and the Conmm ssion, what --
what -- why is it that in your |looking at this
initially sone of these recomendations didn't cone
to mnd? It's because you didn't see the problem --
which is fair; you mght not have seen it in the
sane manner that you now see it -- or is it because
you' ve thought about it nore and you' ve thought that
there is sone further solutions that could be
applied to a problemyou' ve seen?

And | think it's rel evant because one of
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the questions here is, rather than having hearings
forever back and forth, is there a way you can think
about what it is you haven't seen at this site, or
what it is you haven't proposed to make this site
better, so that you can go back and proactively
conprehensively figure out and propose to the

Commi ssi on what you think should be done, know ng
all the problens you now know and know ng all the
solutions that are available to you? It just seens
like it would be a better process.

MR, Cl CATELLI : Bill, I think that's what
we're doing with the Chair, respectfully. W've
been goi ng back and forth, questions and requests
for informati on have cone this way. W' ve provided

further information. So that's exactly what's goi ng

on.

MR MAHONEY: | would just like to add to
that. | nean, you've nentioned it's a back and
forth.

Qur initial subm ssion we thought was very
t horough and conplete. And there was concerns
rai sed by the Comm ssion. W went back and did nore
wor k, and we presented nore infornmation. So...

MR SOLOVON: And so --
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MR MAHONEY: | think you're insinuating
that we're keeping things in our back pocket, and
that's not the case.

MR SOLOMON: Oh, no, not back pocket.

It's just a question of how conprehensive.

So the final question, getting back to the
first -- is it a fair statenent -- again, if you can
answer fairly, is it a fair statenment that the water
chal l enges that exist on this site as you now see
t hem including the unexpectedly high | evels of
water on the site visit, are nore chall enging than
you first thought and you're trying to address that?

MR VWH TE: M project was desi gned
according to DEP stormrunoff requirenents. W had
a study area. We were not increasing the flow rate
off the project site. | think that was our first
appr oach.

The Comm ssion asked us to increase that
study to include the watershed area and the fl oodi ng
in the are, and that's what we submtted to the
Conmi ssi on.

MR SOLOMON: And you're -- final question:
You're an engineer, and if you were retained by

soneone to say, "How do we nake this site a better
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site in terns of water conditions and fl oodi ng and
everything," you m ght be asked to do that froma
per specti ve of what are the chall enges and what
works, and it mght -- and the question m ght not
be, "What do we have to do to conply with the DEP
regul ati ons?" Just what do you need to nmake it al so
work. | think those could be different things.

So as you're looking at this now, you're
| ooki ng at both of those issues, as | understand.

MR, ClI CATELLI: That's precisely why there
Is peer rearview. And to answer M. WIlson's
question, ny client as paying for that peer review.
So that's why we have peer review, Bill. It's a
back and forth. You know that.

MR SOLOMON: And -- all right.

And the other comrent, just sort of from
t he public perspective as counsel, as |'ve seen
other matters where there is testing if | could, to
the Chair, just give ny perspective on testing:

There are tinmes where -- and | know this is
I n governnment -- where people don't have faith in
ot her fol ks doing things because it's such an
I mportant matter and they may wonder whether there

Is sonething done in a test or a review that -- that
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woul d skew the results. And so what |'ve seen at
tinmes is what's inportant -- particularly if soneone
believes in their test, in the conpetence of their
test -- for instance, in borings -- sonetines what
makes sense is to have the Town, in this 44, 53G
revi ew process, retain soneone to do testing, to do
testing with borings, agree with -- both sides agree
who the party will go out and do the borings, and
have that party take the borings and give an

anal ysis so that there is no question that anyone
has as to whether the | ocations were picked for
certain reasons. And that's particularly where
there is a site that has soils and conpost and ot her
materials and | oam that people have sone legitimte
concerns nay be on the site.

So I've found in ny experience that
oftenti nes devel opers are happy to have that. They
don't have anything to hide. They're confident that
the tests that were done were accurate, but the
Comm ssion then can decide for itself based on
its -- its boring consultant taking the borings, and
t he public then has the sense that it's been | ooked
at in an i ndependent way, which is partly where

M. WIson was trying to ask questi ons about before.
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So that sonetinmes works. Maybe it works
here. 1'lIl leave that to the Conm ssion.

MR, MAHONEY: Can | just respond the that,
in two parts:

In away -- I'"'msorry. In a way we have
done that. M. Giffin asked us for additional
borings at specific l|locations. W went out and did
those. So in a way that is happening. It's not
li ke we sat down and in the roomand said, "Let's
dig here, here and here.” W did that, and then
t hey asked for nore at certain |locations. And we
did that.

To inmply that any one of these people or
geot echni cal engi neers would put their reputations
or careers on the line and doctor reports is not --
| don't think that's appropriate.

MR SCLOMON: | always know -- | always say
it's too bad people don't hold attorneys the that
hi gh st andard.

But the problemis sonetines just
perception. And -- and part of that process is that
| do know that folks in the scientific arena,
rightly so, have great faith and confidence in the

integrity and also the skills and of folks.
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But | also know that in a nmatter of great
I mportance, of an issue that is probably -- you
know, the environmental issues are as critical here,
and nore critical than any other issues, that it
strikes ne that it's an area where -- where one can
avoi d any sense that there were any subjective
factors in the selection of the area picked for
bori ngs, or the depth that was taken, where there
were sone questions raised by folks.

And so what it does, it puts to bed, it
allows -- in a sense it hel ps both parties, because
It puts to bed, for your side further so, and it
also allows the Commssion to |l et the public know
that there is a sense of confidence in the ful
process. So it's not questioning the integrity, but
it's saying that it's an inportant issue and
sonetines there is a way to address that so that
there is absolute neutrality in people's perception
and in reality. Not always appropriate but struck
me here it may be. 1'11 |leave that to counsel for
t he Conm ssi on and the Comm ssi on.

MR MAHONEY: We've already -- we're going
to resubmt a full packet of every boring we've put

on site, and if the Conm ssion feels they need
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additional information, we'll |ook at that.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Thank you.

| just -- M. Bennett, | think you wanted
to ask a questi on.

MR. BENNETT: Arthur Bennett, 7 Sunset
Road.

What specific inprovenents are you going to
do to the culvert on Sunset Road?

COCHAIR McBRIDE: Wll, | don't think --

MR. BENNETT: Piping or cleaning?

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: I think earlier tonight,
| said -- | can't renenber who asked the question,
iIf it was Marty or sonebody else. | wll call Bob

Grover nyself and ask himwhat the story is, why he
hasn't been able to clean that. |[|'ve heard
different stories, and it's not cl ear.

MR BENNETT: |'ve called --

COCHAIR BRIDE: So I'll call himand see
what we can do next to see. But that, at this
point, is not the responsibility of the Applicant;
that woul d be the responsibility of the Town,
because it's off the project. It doesn't nean they
couldn't --

MR. BENNETT: Well, Jimnentioned the
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culvert, he was going to do inprovenents.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Say that again, please.

MR. BENNETT: Jimnentioned the culvert.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: He nentioned it as a
recomendation. | don't know that he was saying
they would do it. He was saying it would help fl ow
wat er off the property if it was cleared. | think
when we were in your backyard and we saw it, we all
were surprised at how cl ogged it was.

So | promse |l wll call Bob G over
tomorrow and ask him

MR BENNETT: Ckay.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: And I'Il let you know.

Thanks.

M. Want man.

Oh, you two are |ike a stage perfornmance.

M5. HEM NGMY: As a followup to what
M. Wantman said, that | would like to ask if the
Conservati on Conm ssion can enforce the Consent
Order that he referred to when he was up here
speaki ng? Do you have the ability to do that?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: | don't know that we do.

Do we, Jon?

MR WTTEN. So Madam Chai r person, Menbers
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of the Conmm ssion, one of the itens that we haven't
gotten to yet this evening is the Conm ssion's
enforcenent authority of wetlands violations that

t hey may have seen on the property.

So that is different than answeri ng your
question, ma'am about -- about the Adm nistrative
Consent Order, because the Adm ni strative Consent
Order is different jurisdiction than what the

Conmi ssi on can assert tonight.

So |l think if the -- we could just defer
t hat question for five or ten mnutes, we'll talk
about that. It is an issue that | believe the
Conmmi ssion wll discuss in just a nonent.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Any nore questions?
Marty, did you want to ask sonething el se?

You shook your head no, but then you got

up.
MR. WANTMAN:  You shouldn't invite ne up
here. | can al ways ask questi ons.
You nentioned that you were going to talk
to Bob Grover, and then | | ooked at Attorney

Sol onon. Bob G over has sent ne back and forth, or
so it seens to ne. |'"ve been to Bob Grover and then

back to the Conservati on Comm ssi on, and then back
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to Bob G over, and then back to the Conservation
Conmmi ssi on.

I'mof the opinion that that strip of |and
that we're tal king about that goes -- it's the
culvert, or ditch, that drains fromthe punp house
on Sunset, that that |and has been rel eased to the
Town of Stoneham for the purposes of drainage and
there is such a docunent an easenent and | --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Was this recently?

MR WANTMAN: -- supply it to you because
there is just volunes of material.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Do you know that that
happened recently?

MR WANTMAN: l'"'msorry?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Do you know that rel ease
happened recently?

MR. WANTMAN:  The rel ease? No, that was
decades, decades ago.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: Well, I'Ill cal
M. Gover tonorrow, if not go see him and just see
where we can go forward.

MR WANTMAN:  Ckay.

The other thing that you nenti oned when you

talked to M. Grover is you stated -- and | believe
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that you're accurate -- that the punp is punping
debris into that area, and that Wiss used to

hi storically clean that area. So |I'm concerned that
you're going to get into -- | hate to use the

word -- a norass, ditch. |It's not going to happen.
So, again, it would be either cooperation or -- |

guess it's cooperation.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: ['"ll do ny best. I
proni se.

MR, WANTMAN: Thank you.

It would be wonderful if you could just
clean -- | think that historic -- I"'mgoing to tell
you what | believe used to happen -- step up to the

phone. He won't say a word.

| believe that M. G over used to clean a
certain distance fromthe head wall back where he
could reach over the fence with backhoe, and Wi ss
used to have a backhoe for that specific purpose,
but they sold it. So they no longer clean it.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Thank you.

Do you want ne to tal k about what you were
just referring to?

MS. DAY: Just a second. Can | ask?

Rusty, if you would cone up -- it would be
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hel pful if you could send an e-nail to Cathy with
what you said you were interested --

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Russ.

MS. DAY: Russ, I'msorry. M. WIson.

So it would be helpful if the issues and
the informati on you wanted, if you could put it in
an e-mail to Cathy so we know what to supply you
with., |Is that possible?

MR WLSON: |'Il send it right to the TA

MS. DAY: Ckay. But it needs to go to
Cat hy.

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE:  You should send it to
the office, because we can't respond to it if it
goes to the TA

MS. DAY: Wuld you mind comng to the mc.
| can't hear you.

MR WLSON: |I'mnore confortable here.

MS. DAY: Ckay. I'msorry. | can't hear.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Could you cone to the
m c, Russ.

MS. DAY: You asked for several things.
And it would ne nuch nore hel pful for us to have it
in an e-mail so that we could provide you with the

I nformati on you asked for. O if soneone else is
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nmor e confort abl e?

MR WLSON. [|I'mactually --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Russ, would you m nd
coming to the mc? W can't hear you.

Thanks.

MR WLSON: Cathy's actually busy working
on couple of things for ne now and didn't want to
over | oad her.

MS. DAY: Send it to ne directly.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: W overload her all the

tine. She's fi ne.

MR WLSON:. | think we mght want to ask
her .

If I single thread it through to the Town
Adm ni strator -- single thread, that is everything
one direction -- it's easier for ne to track.

CO CHAI R McBRIDE:  Knock yoursel f out.

MR BUCKLEY: Excuse ne, sSir.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: Mbst people go to the
of fice.

MR BUCKLEY: Could you list the itens that
you currently have her working on for you?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Who is tal king?

MR WLSON: Excuse nme?
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MR, BUCKLEY: |I'mjust asking what the
itens you have currently that she's working on for
you, if you could list them for us, please.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: If you just say it right
now she'll take a note and she'll --

MR WLSON:. [I'Il draw it up. I'll put it
in witing so that everyone can understand what it
s --

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR WLSON: -- and there is no confusion
about the content.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MS. DAY: Perfect. That would be perfect.
Thank you.

MR WLSON:. Thank you.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Thanks.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Thi s woman ri ght here had
a question.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: Go ahead.

She's a pro.

Can you gi ve us your nane and address
pl ease?

MS. SENNA: OCh, excuse ne. |'m Rose Senna.

I|*'mnot from Stoneham |'m from Mel rose Hi ghl ands.
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And seei ng as everybody's tal king about the

wat er going west, right? Down Franklin Street?

Wll, that's where we |ive.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: No. You live east.

M5. SENNA: | live in Walton Park.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: But you live east.

M5. SENNA:  |'m east?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Yeah. They're talking

about the ditches --

MS. SENNA:  How would it go, then, the

ot her direction?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Yeah. It's going south

and west .

MS. SENNA: All right.

So it would go the other direction?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: No. Towards Ml rose.
CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  |I'm not sure what your

question is.

M5. SENNA: | nean, if | live west -- or if
live east --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Melrose is east.

M5. SENNA: -- then it's going to go

t owar ds St oneham center; is that what you're sayi ng?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: No. They're talking
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about opening ditches where the water used to fl ow
west. That's one of the conversations. Currently
t he water doesn't fl ow west.

MS. SENNA: No. But you keep tal king about
Franklin Street. Where is the water going after
Franklin Street?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: It goes under Franklin
along a ditch through the culverts and then out to
Dol eful Pond and then eventually --

MS. SENNA:  Where's the pond?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: It's up behind the high
school .

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Spot Pond.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: No, Dol eful .

MS. SENNA:  Where does it go to, Spot Pond?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: No. Then it goes to H
Pond down in Ml rose.

MS. SENNA: Then it goes to down ElIl Pond?

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ri ght .

MS. SENNA:  Then sonehow or other, sone of
that water is going to get to nme, because | amin
the EIl Pond wat er shed.

So this is the problem The Hi ghl ands has

had lots of flooding, and it's generation. So |
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think that's the kind of issues that you' ve got to
pay attention to.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: And we are.

Thank you.

MS. SENNA: | hope you are.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: W are.

MS. SENNA: Because it would affect us.
The back of two streets up fromny house is
Stoneham and it's a hill. So Walton Park gets the

water. They used to ice skate in the wintertine
back in the good old days on Walton Park. Were --
so that's just...

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Thank you.

MS. DAY: Thank you.

MS. SENNA:  Ckay.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: So --

MR ARMANO. Can | ask one nore question.

My nane is Paul Arnmano, 9 Lander Road.

So | would |like to come back to ny question

about the hydrologist. So as | nentioned, we
have -- we have this one opportunity to get it
right. There are a | ot of questions about water
flow And | would like to request that we hire

anot her -- a second set of eyes on this, so anot her
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expert to take a | ook at water flow

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Ckay. That woul dn't be
sonet hing we can just do. W would have to get the
Town to okay that. So we can certainly ask. |
don't know that --

MR. ARMANG Way woul d the Town have to
okay it?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: W don't have the
authority to hire a second. | nean, we're -- the
Town is paying for this.

Go ahead.

MR WTTEN. Well, it's a fair request.
The public can always ask the Town hire additional
consultants. The Conmm ssion could require the
applicant to pay for it under 44, 53G

| would just caution, nore mnds are better
than fewer as a general rule, but | would just
caution all of us M. Giffinis a registered
pr of essi onal engi neer; M. Hegenann is a
prof essi onal wetl ands scientist. She works for BSC,
whi ch has an awful | ot of engi neers and an
engi neeri ng background. M. Giffin knows the site
very, very well.

The only problemwith bringing in, at this
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point in tine, a third review analyst is you've
hired these two folks, to ny left and ny right, to
provide the Town -- and they both have stanps; |
mean, they both have credibility on the line -- to
provide you with their best engi neering and best
professional opinion. Bringing in a third person in
these disciplines, | would say, would be at a tine
when either of these two feel they need it.

And |1'Il speak for nyself. There are areas
of the law were | wouldn't dare practice w thout
other help. But | think in these narrow disciplines
you have two of the best in the Commonweal th. So
I *' m not saying you shouldn't or you should, but I
just amnervous wth the Commssion listening to too
many experts.

You are relying on Ms. Hegenmann and
M. Giffin for a good reason. |f they say they
need additional expertise froma either a geol ogy or
a hydrol ogy perspective, by all neans. And ny
advice to the Conmm ssion would be the Applicant has
to pay for that.

But the Applicant is already paying for
bot h of those individuals, and | would defer to

them And I'mnot sure at this point in tine
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they're ready to say, "I need nore help here.™

I would only add one nore thing. A lot of
t he i ssues that have cone up tonight are totally
rel evant to the inpact of this proposed project.
Many of them though, would relate nore reasonably
to the Board of Appeals hearings than to the
Conservati on Conm ssi on.

"' mguardedly optimstic that we'll never
get back to the Board of Appeals hearing until after
we get a decision favorable to the Town on the
1.5 percent calculation. So that issue nay be noot.

So |''mnot opining whether it's a good idea
or a bad idea. |I'mjust saying that you've gone to
alot of trouble to bring in these experts, and I
t hink you get to rely on their opinion, and | would
want to hear fromthem at a point where they feel
that, "Boy, | could really use a third set of eyes
here. "

MR ARMANG Ckay. | think that's fair --
that's a fair response.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Thank you.

So it came up a little bit earlier, but
when he were wal king the site during the site visit,

and to the wonan -- she's not here anynore -- but
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when she nmentioned the hay bales, it was sonething
that | noted on the site visit that the hay bal es
that are supposed to be intact with a siltation
fence delineated along the wetl ands are, in fact,
degraded and in bad shape and no | onger providing
the protection that they are there to provide.

In addition, we saw a large pile of what,
to ny untrained mnd, |ooked |ike construction
debris alnost, just dirt and it appeared to, from
our wal k, be on the 25-foot edge. So, in fact, in
viol ati on of the Wetl ands Protection Act.

We touched on it last tine we were at this
neeting with Bob Giffin's report. W confirnmed it
when he were out there on the site visit, and |
think 1"l leave it to Jon now to comrent.

MR WTTEN:. So |I think the comment to the
Comm ssioners is, as the Chair just pointed out, as
you all know fromdoing the site walk -- and really
as -- as Ellen just said, M. Giffin provided all
of us kind of a heads-up in his earlier report, that
If there are violations of the Wetl ands Protection
Act they also would be a violation of the | ocal
Wet | ands Byl aw, and t he Comm ssion has an

obligation -- certainly an opportunity but perhaps
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an obligation to enforce both, which is -- or
require conpliance wth both.
The other issue -- and | think this is what

Ms. Hegenmann was getting at with the questions to
M. Lowy -- is the changes in the ditches, the
dr ai nage ditches around m d- 2000s, whet her or not
that, itself, was and remains a violation of the
Wet | ands Protection Act.

So I think the issue before the
Conmi ssioners i s whether or not, under the Byl aw and
t he Act, you want to seek an enforcenent order. And
the renedy for the reenforcenent order is to renedy
the violation. So if -- if the Comm ssioners
bel i eve there was and is an ongoi ng viol ation, then
t hat woul d be your next step.

I would only comment that | know t he
Applicant has offered, in prior correspondence, to
remedy the nmaterial pile, Ellen, that you were
referring to. But I'll just state the obvious: The
Applicant is isn't the owner.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ri ght .

MR WTTEN. The Applicant is the Applicant
bef ore you, but they're not responsible, as far as

we know, for the wetl ands vi ol ati on.
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So I think the Comm ssion has to | ook at
opportunities to learn material and | earn facts when
an application cones in, and that's what's triggered
t he knowl edge that M. Giffin has provided and that
you' ve seen for yourself.

So I think the issue for the Comm ssion is
whet her or not you want to pursue an enforcenent
order. And | would add that you should do it
under -- choose to do it under the Bylaw and the
Wet | ands Protection Act.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Thank you.

And Jon, can you explain to the Conmm ssion,
and maybe to the audi ence, what actually happens
when we file an enforcenment order against a -- not,
in this case, an Applicant but agai nst Wi ss Farnf
What woul d happen?

MR WTTEN. Well, there is two processes:
One under the Byl aw and one under the Act. Under
t he Byl aw you' ve adopted the non-cri m nal
disposition. It's Chapter 40, Section 21D. So
there is a separate procedure for persuing
enforcenent under the Bylaw. Under the Act, it's
the Wetl ands Protection Act, you woul d seek

eventually, if there isn't conpliance, assistance
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fromthe DEP, which then works through the Attorney
Ceneral's office.

So there is two separate tracks, both for
the sane violation, if you conclude there is a
viol ation, but they take two separate tracks. Under
the Bylaw it's done through the | ocal police powers.
Under the Act it's done through the Wetl ands
Protection Act, and eventually DEP and soneti nes
superior court.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  And what woul d happen?
Wuld this nean, if we filed an enforcenent order --
I know we have filed themlocally on smaller
circunstances -- would the Wi ss pharnacies not to
be able to function as doi ng what they're doi ng now?
O woul d she just need to renedy the issue right
away ?

MR WTTEN. Yeah. | -- 1 can't opine,
Ellen -- not to duck the question, but if the
enforcenent order is narrowmy tailored and only
deals with the portion of the site that | understand
is in violation, | don't have any know edge to say
that that would affect the ongoi ng operations.

| don't know enough. Certainly, through

Town Counsel, the Conm ssion could seek injunctive
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relief if there was failure to conply, but | don't
know.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR WTTEN. M/ gut feeling is no, it
woul dn't affect the ongoi ng operations.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR WTTEN. But | would want to know a
little bit nore before | answer it.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So in order for us to
wite it up, you need us to nake a notion vote to --

MR SCLOMON: Could I had just have a
second naybe to ask you a question?

MR WTTEN. O course.

MR. SOLOMON: Maybe approach you.

VMR W TTEN: Ch, sure.

MR, WANTMAN:  Just a point of information
concerning that pile.

I witnessed nore dunps being added to that
pile this week. W discussed it in public. So I
woul d i magi ne that Weiss or their attorneys have
wat ched that. And the material is light in color,
and, as you look at it, it's to the west. They' ve
been adding to that pile, and of course |I find that

of f ensi ve.
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CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Thank you.

MR MAHONEY: May | ?

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE:  Sur e.

MR MAHONEY: | nean this is obviously
wthin the Comm ssion's jurisdiction, |I -- if the
Comm ssion would be willing | would be happy to talk

to Ms. Weiss.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Could you nove the mc
right to you. Thank you.

MR MAHONEY: | would be happy to talk to
Ms. Weiss about, you know, the hay bales and the
silt fence and that fill material pile that, as we
mentioned |ast tinme, we believe has been there since
we' ve been involved in the site.

If it's your desire to have the fill
mat eri al noved, rather than going through a consent
or a enforcenent order, | would be happy to talk to
her and see if she's willing to go through it
W t hout goi ng through that whol e process.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: That's very nice of you.

My experience is people respond to
enforcenent orders and not -- | don't know  Jon,
"1l take your advice on that.

MR WTTEN. | would say -- and after
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tal king to Town Counsel -- | would say that the
Commi ssi on should take the Applicant up on that.

And the Comm ssion is going to continue
t hi s heari ng.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Uh- huh.

MR WTTEN. And this would provide the
Applicant with notice, and the Conm ssion could
invite the Applicant to attend to the -- attend the

next neeting.

MR Cl CATELLI: The owner.

MR WTTEN. | apol ogize. | take that
back. The owner. | apol ogi ze.

And the owner could have their own counsel
there to respond, and that m ght be the safest
course of action.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So we woul d take you up
on your offer, then, to ask her to reinstall new hay

bal es appropriately as determ ned back when we did

the ORAD -- | don't renenber whether it was back in
2010 or 2012, but -- and to renpbve the pile. And
Il -- 1 don't know what -- what right we would have

to say "and no nore piles,"” at least not within the
100-f oot buffer zone.

Do we have that right to ask that?
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MR WTTEN:. | think it's a given, because
you have your own regul ations and you have the
Wet | ands Protection Act, so you have the right to
ask it and presune that the law will be conplied
Wit h.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Can we have -- would it
be appropriate to ask M. Mhoney to, you know, set
a by this concern date prior to our next neeting so
t hat when they cone, if they cone to our next
neeting, it will -- the work will have been
conpl et ed?

MR WTTEN Sur e.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Ckay. So with that
said, we should probably set the date for our next
nmeet i ng.

MR MAHONEY: Could I just clarify so I'm
very clear with Ms. Wiss.

You guys are requesting that the hay bal es
and the silt fence, obviously, to be reestablished
were they've broken through or not --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: | would say a whol e new
| i ne because those things are probably four or
five years ol d.

MR, MAHONEY: Ckay.
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CO CHAIR McBRIDE: A new |ine of hay bal es
where they were originally determ ned to be again
either 2010 or 2012. Was it Mary, Bob, that did the
wet | ands delineation? Was it Mary R mer?

MR CGRIFFIN. She reviewed their --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  Their delineation,
ri ght.

So with the cooperative area of Mary R nmer
and their wetl ands scientist wherever they marked
it, that's where she should reestablish new hay
bal es and siltation fence, and renove the gi ant
pil e.

MR, MAHONEY: So there is one giant pile
adjacent to M. Wantman's - -

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: | woul d say anyt hi ng
within 100 feet of the wetl ands boundary they shoul d
renove, but | didn't neasure when | was out there.

MR WTTEN. | think also to the
Commi ssioners it's a restoration of the disturbed
wet | ands that you seek. And to the extent that the
Comm ssion's approval is necessary for that, you
know, | | eave that up to the owner, but it nmay be
t hat she needs to file and deal with that.

VR. MAHONEY: "1l nmake sure counsel is
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aware of that. Cbviously, to be clear that big pile
that we're all tal king about is 25 foot buffer, and
that's the one we had di scussed at the | ast neeting
as what we had -- obviously all the piles would be
gone if we devel op, but that one was on our plans as
stayi ng because it was within the 25-foot buffer.
We were not going --

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Because you didn't want
to disturb the 25 foot buffer.

MR. MAHONEY: Correct. So the offer was to
renove t hat.

CO CHAIR MBRIDE: Yes. | think, to Jon's
point -- | forget the word you just used, but --

MR WTTEN To restore.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Restore. Yeah.
Rest or e.

MR. MAHONEY: Yeah. So | will advise her
t hat that would be work within the buffer and she
may need to cone before you anyways.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Can we set our next
meeti ng?

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: One | ast question?

MR WTTEN:. If | could, Madam Chair person,

just to M. Mahoney:
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It sounds like there is nore than one pile,
so it mght be for M. Lowy to speak to
Ms. Hegemann just to be clear on which piles we're
t al ki ng about and what should --

MR MAHONEY: We'll ask --

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  What we woul d want is
everything out of the 100-foot buffer zone is what
we' d want .

MR MAHONEY: And again | could bring this
to her. [It's not ny decision at the end.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE:  Yep.

So we should then set our next neeting.

MR WTTEN. | have one other thing.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Yes.

VMR W TTEN: | don't nmean the interrupt, if
you want to pick the neeting date.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Go ahead.

MR WTTEN:. | think the big open issue
that |1've heard this eveing really is based on
M. Hegemann's testinony on -- | said Ms. Hegenann's
t esti nony.

MS. HEGEMANN: You sai d Hegnone.

MR WTTEN:. | corrected nyself.

And that is the issue of the FEMA fl ood
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| ine, FEMA fl ood plain, and provision in the regs
that allow the Conm ssion, where there is
conflicting information, to require a nore detail ed
anal ysi s. So | think, before tonight is over, the
Commi ssi on should make a decision on howit wants to
proceed wth that.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  You nean the fact that
they -- Ingeborg and Corcoran have different
opi nions of it? Wat are you saying, two different
opi ni ons?

MR WTTEN. Different nethods of
calculation; is that correct?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: |1'm not saying that
ri ght.

MR WTTEN:. So | think if the Comm ssion
Is going to require the Applicant to provide
addi ti onal data for Ingeborg' s review, and Bob
Giffin's review, then tonight would be the night to
require that additional watershed information.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Did you guys hear that

and are you good with that request?

MR MAHONEY: |'m not sure what we heard
the request. | know the flood plain question.
COCHAIR McBRIDE: |1'"mnot sure |I'm goi ng
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to say it correctly, so...

MR WTTEN. So the request is -- and |
think M. Lowy pointed out and Ms. Hegenann poi nted
out -- 1057.72A-3, the cal culation of the BLSF, and
t he request for the Comm ssion to consider is
whet her you want to require the Applicant to provide
the additional data that you're entitled to require
where there is conflicting infornmation on the
definition of a flood plain.

And what |'ve heard from Il ngeborg is that
the flood plain, or the watershed, could be | arger
t han what the Applicant is saying.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR WTTEN. And that goes back to every
hearing that |'ve attended with you. W've raised
this issue of the |arger nore macro wat ershed, and
this woul d address that questi on.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: So do | need a notion to
ask it, or could we just ask it of the Applicant.

MR WTTEN. Well, | think you should ask
it first, and sonmetinmes a notion is hel pful just for
the record to fornmalize. But it would be good to
get a response fromM. Lowy, and if there is

opposition, then the Conmm ssion can nake a noti on.
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CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Do you guys have an
opinion on that? O do you need to discuss?

MR MAHONEY: We would like to take it
under advi sement. W understand the request. W
would like to take it under advisenent and go back
and | ook at what we think the requirenents are.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay. I s that
satisfactory to you or do you want us --

MS. HEGEMANN: Yeah. | just -- | -- just
because of the sensitivity of the flooding in this
area, | think it's valid to nake sure that the
approach you' ve taken, which was not unreasonabl e,
Is also accurate. And also to take into account the
tributary stormdrain systens fromthe vari ous
streets that are up gradi ent, because a number of
t hose streets drain into the site. And | just --
I'mnot an engineer. So | could be wong. Maybe
you cone back and say | am w ong.

But | just think it's necessary, for
exanple, to take Sullivan, and Gavin, and Beacon,
and Tanmarack. They all drain into this watershed.
And at sone point there is a sub watershed divide,
too, on the site, which you are -- you know, you

conbi ned them toget her into one.
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So | just think it's advisable to get the
best data for this |location. But yeah, think about
it.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: So you'll take it under
advi senent and cone to us with an answer at the next
neeting or do you want an answer before the next
neeting so you have a chance to review it?

MR WTTEN. Well, one of the problens with
t he continuation of neeting after neeting after
meeting is is public being served? 1s the
Comm ssi on being served? You're volunteers. 1Is it
fair? GCenerally it's the Applicant that's pushing
you for a decision. In this case | think the
Applicant is noving this quite slowy and perhaps on
pur pose.

So it's up to the Conmission to set the
schedule. |If you want to require this information
two weeks before the next hearing, you have every
right to doit. It's not fair to M. Giffin and
Ms. Hegemann to get sonething the night of a public
heari ng and expect us to have a response.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Frankly it isn't fair to
us, either, because we need to try to absorb it.

You need to calculate it, but we need to try to
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absorb it.

MR WTTEN. So | think the Conm ssion
could set a reasonabl e deadline of 10 to 14 days of
subm ssion of new material to your experts and to
t he Comm ssi on.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Does that seem
reasonabl e to you guys?

MR MAHONEY: One nonent, if | can.

CO- CHAIR McBRI DE:  Yep.

MR VWH TE: | just want to address the
comrent about the extent of the watershed.

We did map out the watershed. W do know
the limts of the watershed. The watershed was al so
mapped by USGS and by a coupl e of other engineering
firmse. So the watershed is pretty well defined.

The drai nage used to go to the west. W
all know there is blockage in that and now sone of
It goes to the east. The exact nature of the
divide, there isn't a damthere, so you can't really
cal cul ate which water goes which way on --
mat hematically. You m ght be able to do it with
stream gaugi ng, but mathenmatically you really can't
do that.

Wth regards to the flow t hrough the
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Franklin Street culvert, as | nentioned, the
downstream cul vert is bl ocked, and so we can't do
cal cul ati ons based on today's conditions. |If we do

cal cul ati on based on a clogged culvert, it doesn't
serve any purposes. W would have to assune, |
think, in the calculations that there is no bl ockage
downstream which would then give us a | ower water
| evel .

So there is alot to go intoit. There is
a lot of unknowns. The biggest one is, as |
nmenti oned, the divide. Witer does go both ways.
The exact nature of both ways, we can assune a
break. W know about where the high point is up by
where the shallow point is in the water. Certainly
wat er goes either way. W also have a weir
condition that |eaks. There is quite a bit that
goes into that.

We have M. Want man who's been neasuri ng
water |evels out there for, | don't know, 25,
30 years on this, and has provi ded accurate
i nformati on on a previous Notice of Intent, which
t he Conm ssi on has accepted and approved that
el evation. The sane -- that sane elevation that's

on his property is on our property.
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MS. HEGEMANN: | understand all that. |
just think it should be verified.

And then with respect to cul vert under
Frankl in bei ng bl ocked, or restricting flows, that's
very relevant to how this site functi ons.

Wiat's also difficult on this site is the
fact that there is this weir that's broken and there
iIs a punp. So the whole site is so mani pul at ed, and
maybe that's what your point was, that it's hard to
do a standard calculation on a site that's so
mani pul ated, and so altered, and within the |ast ten
years has been altered yet again by creation of --
changi ng of the ditches.

And | understand what you did. You know,

t he reasoning that you took. | guess | just need to
under st and nore where the sub-watersheds are, if
there is any -- with respect to build on your
reconmendati ons in your watershed study, to

assune -- | just would |li ke sone calculations to
show it. And, once again, |I'mgoing to have to talk
to Bob about this.

And one question that | wondered is
whet her, as part of your -- which is sonewhat

outside of the purview of the Comm ssion -- iIs
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whet her, in devel oping your site, you are elevating
it, but whether part of that elevation is also just
to protect yourself from future changes in storm

precipitation patterns? Because those changing in

patterns is also going to affect downstream

residents as well. So | just think there needs to
be sone nore verification of -- of the approach that
you t ook.

MR LOARY: If | mght respond.

I ngeborg and |, as wetl ands scientists, can
only go so far in terns of sonme of the engineering
and hydrol ogi c aspects of this, and | woul d suggest
that we're kind of reaching into the purview of the
engi neers and the hydrol ogi sts, and that there needs
to be sone consensus built, you know, perhaps
bet ween the four of us on what's a reasonabl e
approach, and naybe we conti nue that dial ogue on
what the assunptions of such a study woul d be.

And, you know, as Jim has indicated, you
know, the typical approach here is difficult to
apply because you' ve got clogged cul verts and things
that aren't operating under how you would normal |y
run those cal culations. So there needs to be sone

assunptions made or else it's going to be kind of
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fruitless effort without reachi ng sone consensus on
what assunpti ons are reasonabl e to make under these
ci rcunstances to begin wth.

MS. DAY: And those discussion should
i nvol ve Bob Parsons, don't you think?

MR LOARY: Yeah. That's ny -- that's what
|*'m pointing out, yep.

COCHAIR cBRIDE: And | think, to
| ngeborg's point, that was -- | didn't say it as
articulately as you did, but that was ny point as
you're going to be building this project up high and
how does that affect the rest of the surroundi ng
nei ghbors and water table? And you said it as
protecting thenselves fromthe fl oodi ng goi ng down
t he road but --

So can we agree, then, that the four of you
and maybe Bob Parsons will nmaybe get together
bet ween now and can we try to say maybe 14 days so
that, if you do come up with different deci sions,
you'll have sone tine to think themthrough before
our next neeting? O are you confortable waiting
until our next neeting, but talk in the neantine.

MR Cl CATELLI: Madam Chairman, | think if

everyone can get together and talk in the neantine,
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that's the nost productive. And then we can cone
back here and present sonething. W'Il| peer review
as well with our consultants at the next neeting.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Are you confortable with
t hat ?

MS. HEGEMANN: Uh- huh.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Are you good with that,
Bob?

MR GRIFFIN  Yeah.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Ckay. So now | think
did want to.

MR, MAHONEY: No.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Now we want to try to
set our next neeting.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Can | ask one question?

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE:  Sur e.

M5. LAWER: Hi. Tara Lawl er, 53 Wl sh
Ave.

When you had nentioned renoving the debris,
| just -- the debris. | just wanted to know what
precautions you would be talking? And I'm
especi ally concerned, ny daughter attends the day
care which is adjacent, at Teachable Mnments, to

Wei ss Farm

Doris O. Wong Associates, Inc.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O OO N OO O »d W DN -~ O

Public Hearing - May 7, 2015
Re 170 Franklin Street

161

So as far as if you're noving debris, that
no one knows what's in it on a wndy day, if stuff's
goi ng to head down that way or how does that work?

MR Cl CATELLI: | think what we're going to
do really is informthe owner of what the
Commi ssion's concerns are and either she or her
counsel should get in touch wth our conservation
adm ni strator and all those details should be worked
out .

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: That wasn't quite how
understood it. | understood you were going to ask
her to put i n new hay bal es and nove the pile.

MR ClI CATELLI: No. | think the hay bales
can be done right away, but in terns of renoving
debris, |I'massum ng you would want to have soneone
cone down and see exactly what she's doi ng and how
she's doing first.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: | don't know - -

MR. MAHONEY: That was ny under st andi ng as
well. That is within the buffer zone.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Yeah. W just want it

out, | think you could have --
MR, MAHONEY: | can ask.
CO CHAIR McBRIDE: -- guys fromthe fire
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departnment -- | know a bunch of the guys fromthe
fire departnment work there. They could be spraying
water on the pile while it's being renoved, which I
think used to be what was required, back when they
had nul chi ng back in the beginning. There used to
be sone sort of spraying on the nulch to keep it
fromgetting in the wind and bl owm ng onto peopl e on
Ceral d Road or wherever the wind blows. But that
was ny under st andi ng.

So can we ask you, M. Mhoney, to neke
sure that Ms. Wi ss pays attention to when the pile
Is renpbved that if it's on a dry, w ndy day, you
know, no matter what, that no debris in the air is
flying over. | don't think that's unreasonable. |
t hi nk j ust.

MR GRIFFIN. Madam Chai rman, | guess the
questi on was Jon nenti oned perhaps an NO should be
filed. So |I think we should --

COCHAIR McBRIDE: If that's safer for
her --

MR CI CATELLI: | don't. It's up to the
Conmi ssion, really.

MR GRIFFIN:. | think this was a pretty

good-si zed pile of dirt, and | think that, you know,
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it's been there for along tinme. |If that pile sits
there for another couple of weeks while Wiss

devel ops a work plan to nove the pile, or cones to
us to discuss what precautions wll be taken to nove
the pile, if they're willing to nove the pile, I
think that mght be the first best -- or next best

t hi ng that shoul d happen first.

So | don't think we necessarily need to get
rid of the pile in the next couple of weeks. So
let's get Weiss in to talk about it.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Ckay.

MR WTTEN. And if | could, Madam

Chairperson, | think M. Giffin's suggestion is a
good one. | just -- | think | agree Attorney
Cicatelli that one of the options m ght be the
filing of a Notice of Intent.

So I just want to be clear, or suggest that
t he Conm ssion be clear, you are asking for themto
| ook into this, but you' re not suggesting that an
NO m ght not al so be required.

CO- CHAI R McBRI DE: Correct. That woul d be

MR MAHONEY: So just so I'mvery clear:

I*'mnot asking her to nove it right now.
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I*'masking her to cone to you -- to the Conm ssion
formally on the agenda or informally --

CO CHAIR McBRI DE:  Everything s al ways
formally on the agenda with us.

MR MAHONEY: Fair enough.

To cone to the Comm ssion to discuss the
matter?

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Yeah.

MR, MAHONEY: But the hay bales are okay to
be done w thout that neeting.

CO CHAIR MBRIDE: | would like the hay
bal es done sooner rather than | ater because they
were in bad shape, so yes.

MR. MAHONEY: Thank you.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Now we're going to set
our neeting. Not yet. W're going to try to set
our neeting, Marty. Then we'll get to you.

MR. WANTMAN:  Thank you.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Today's May 7th. | know
we have anot her neeting next Thursday for other
non- Wi ss rel at ed.

So three weeks fromtoday would be -- three
weeks fromtoday woul d be the 28th.

Woul d that work for Bob, Jon, |ngeborg?
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MR WTTEN. | can't do the 21st.

MR WTTEN. Wuld you be opposed to going
out four weeks if our peer reviewers can make four
weeks, which would nmake it June 4th?

MR. MAHONEY: That would be -- would that
work for you guys?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: That's okay with you

guys?

Bob, are you good June 4t h?

MR GRI FFI N | am

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: Anybody el se?

How about the Comm ssion?

MS. RENNARD: That's fine.

MS. DAY: Should | check with Bob Parsons?

COCHAIR McBRIDE: |I'mpretty sure he's
wat chi ng.

Bob, can you text one of us and let you
know i f June 4th works for you, please. Thank you.

M. Want man.

MR. WANTMAN:  Yes, sinple question.

The young | ady who was just up here has
children as Teachabl e Monents, which used to be the
synagogue at the end of Gerald Road near the Wi ss

Farm property, and then there is M. Daschel who
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lives on Gerald Road that's subject to fl oodi ng and
nyself, and | have fl oodi ng.

And so | becane encouraged when | heard
t hat Corcoran was goi ng to approach the current
owner concerning noving the rough fill pile, and I
would ask if there is a legitimate reason why they
cannot ask the current owner of the property to
utilize the earthen check dam perhaps while they're
nmoving this pile, and see how it affects the
flooding. That's ny sinple request that they
approach Donna, or the owner of the farm and
attenpt to use the earthen check dam because | woul d
i ke to spend a sunmer w thout being fl ooded.

Thank you.

CO CHAIR MBRIDE: | don't think that's an
unr easonabl e request. And maybe if Ms. Wiss cones
to our next neeting.

MR WANTMAN: It's hard to hear you. |I'm
sorry.

COCHAIR MBRIDE: |If Ms. Wiss cones to
our next neeting, or a representative of Wiss cones
to our next neeting to talk about this pile, I would
bet you're going to be at the neeting and we coul d

certainly talk about it then.
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MR. WANTMAN: | hope you feel better by the
next neeti ng.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Thank you.

And that's good for Bob Conway -- | nean
Bob. The 4th is good.

MR, MAHONEY: Could | ask? D d you say you
have anot her neeti ng next week? | know we're not on
the agenda. Again, | need to speak to Ms. Wiss,
but woul d you allow her to cone before you at that
poi nt ?

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Sure. |I'msure. W
woul d be happy she cones sooner rather than | ater.
We woul d just have to know within 48 hours of
posting the neeting that so.

MR ClI CATELLI: When is that neeting, Madam
Chai rman, your next one.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: The 14t h.

MR, Cl CATELLI: The 14th? Thank you.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Thursday the 14t h.

MR WTTEN. Well, I nean, Ms. Wiss has
every right to petition the Comm ssion as she sees
fit, but I think in this matter, | think you'll want
M. Giffin and Ms. Hegemann to just weigh in on --

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE: That's true, be at the
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neet i ng.

MR WTTEN. O at |east know what the
neeting's going to be about. It would -- | think
after all of this it would be foolish to have the
owner of the property request the Conm ssion to do
sonet hi ng and not have the two people who are
wei ghing in on that be present.

CO CHAIR McBRI DE: Does that make sense to
you guys?

MR MAHONEY: It does.

| nean, M. Giffin's original suggesting
was nove it, but it's the Comm ssion's deci sion.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE: M. Giffin's
original -- say that again.

MR, MAHONEY: The origi nal suggestion was

for us to nove the pile as part of our -- | think,
but -- unless |I'm m sstating.
MR GRI FFI N: No. | think that sone

questions have been rai sed about precautions is that
need to be potentially taken during the work. So |
think the first step is to have a discussion with
Ms. Weiss about is she willing to nove the pile at
this point in tinme and could she devel op a work pl an

t hat woul d address those potential concerns?
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I think Attorney Wtten's correct that I
woul d rat her be involved in the conversation than
not. | think if the matter with Ms. Wi ss can
be -- you know, occur on June 4th, also, that would
be the nost convenient. |If the Conm ssion needs ne

to cone next Thursday | could potentially do that as

wel | .

CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Ckay. So |Ingeborg's
not .

But the hay bal es can be taken care of
t onor r ow.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Anot her questi on.

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Yes.

MR MAZZOTTA: Paul Mazzotta, 7 Wal sh Ave.

I'"mnewto this. |1've started to attend
t hese neetings fromthe begi nning as nuch as
possible. 1'm56. 1've lived on Wal sh Ave. for
56 years, and |'ve observed, other than ny house on
the street, which is sonething that dad bought, and
he was advi sed by the devel oper at that tinme to pick
that | ot because it was up high and woul d never have
water. We've never had a drop of water.

But I've noticed and tal ked to ny

nei ghbors -- who | know fairly well -- on that road
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and up the street on sone of these adjacent roads
here, and the flooding is worse instead of better.
| think I may be -- ny honme, ny dad's hone -- the
only one around that doesn't have a punp, a sunp
punp, water's flow ng out.

I nmean, granted the weat her's changed.
Maybe t he topography has changed. There is all
sorts of things that's happened. The only thing I
wanted to point out today fromwhat |'ve heard from
M. Want man, and he nentioned Walter here who didn't
choose to speak, it sounds like they' ve had a | ot of
experience with this piece of property and they've
done, obviously, a lot of research.

And ny only point is it would behoove the
Commi ssion and the Town of Stoneham and what ever
avenues that we have available to us, to have the
I ssue | ooked at seriously, about the drainage to the
west and so forth, especially since, fromwhat |
understand, it would be mninmal cost to the Town to
maybe exacerbate a situation in naybe sone great
capacity before the Corcoran people here, who are
new to this whole thing and they're doing their
work, it's not fair to them it's not fair to the

Town of Stonehamto guess what the hell is going to
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happen.

If we woul d address this situation that
we' ve had for over 50 years. Okay. |It's probably
100 years. \VWhatever. To sonehow address it with
what ever we can within our funds, you know, the
Town, the taxpayers of Stoneham that woul d be
advi sable as a first step to at | east alleviate sone
of the -- as sone of the people said, as M. Want nan
and his property -- which | used to go over there
and skate when | was a kid down that culvert, right?
Because it was always flooded. And the tennis
courts there was owned by Brad Donnell, the owner
before him So | know exactly what he's talking
about. And that's been a disaster for a long tine.

So it seens to ne that either it's never
been addressed, or there is no funds to do it, or
what ever, but with sone of the issues that he
rai sed -- and he's obviously very know edgeabl e and
done a |l ot of research and famliar with the |and --
that if we could take upon sone of those aspects of
what he said, and suggestions, along with the other
peopl e who are experts and done sone of the research
here, M. Giffin and M. Wite, we mght be in a

better position regardless if the devel opnent takes
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pl ace or not for the whole Town of Stoneham and
Mel rose and other people |like that and so on.

| realize the Town has many, many issues.
We have nmany problens, |ike every town does,
according to their topography, makeup, taxes and
everything. | think that we ought to | ook at sone
of the least intrusive and costly nethods and see
where we are there. W mght find that they went a
| ong way. Like the culvert there. How |ong would
that take to fix and dunp out on to Sunset? Maybe a
day, a few hours or sonething.

Let's just do it.

I *' mdone. Thank you.

MR. WANTMAN: | 've never net that nman.

CO CHAIR McBRIDE:  You paid him Marty.

Thank you. And | don't think any of us --
we all agree with you. So thank you.

Anybody el se have anything they want to
say?

So | have to tell youl'ma little crazy in
ny head right now, so | think we set a neeting for
the 4th, 7:00 p.m here.

Al t hough can | just ask the audi ence woul d

any of you have a problemif we had this neeting
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downstairs in the banquet hall? G ndy?

G ndy, stop talking and |i sten.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Can it be tel evised
downst ai rs?

CO- CHAIR McBRIDE: Say it again.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Can it be tel evised
downst ai rs?

CO CHAI R McBRI DE:  Yes.

It's just that even with the mcs, the
acoustics in this roomare horrible, and I think we
struggle all the tine, everybody.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER: It's very sensible
because a | ot of people are older and we don't hear
it.

COCHAIR McBRIDE: So | just want to see if
t he fol ks who are here have any opposition to us
goi ng back downstairs to the banquet hall? It's a
smal l er room probably fits 75 people. W haven't

had a crowd that |arge since the first neeting, so |

think we'll be okay. Are you guys okay wth that?
We can all hear each other better. It's still on
TV.

But what | do need is a notion to conti nue

the meeting to June 4th. Fol ks.
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MS. DAY: [I'll make a notion to continue
the nmeeting to June 4th.
CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Hold on for one second.
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | couldn't hear the date
of the neeting.
MS. RENNARD: Second.
COCHAIR McBRIDE: Al in favor.
(Chorus of ayes)
AUDI ENCE MEMBER: | didn't hear the date of

t he neeti ng.
CO CHAIR McBRIDE: Ch, June 4th.
So we'll all see you back on June 4th.
Thank you all for com ng.
(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs were

adjourned at 10:17 p.m)
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Public Hearing
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Town of Stoneham Conservation Commission  Re 170 Franklin Street Public Hearing
Notice of Intent by Weiss Farm Apartments, LLC May 7, 2015
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