CANDLE SAFETY

Candles can provide a warm and festive atmosphere – but they can also be a fire hazard if left unattended or placed near anything flammable. The Stoneham Fire Department encourages families to enjoy the warm and inviting atmosphere of candles while keeping fire safety in mind.

· Never leave burning candles unattended. Extinguish all candles before going to sleep or leaving the room.

· Do not permit children to keep or use candles or incense in their rooms. Candles should only be used when a sober adult is present and awake.

· Never use lighted candles on or near a Christmas tree or other evergreens.

· Keep lit candles on sturdy uncluttered surfaces.

· Keep candles at least three feet away from anything that can burn, including other decorations and wrapping paper.

· Always use stable, non-flammable candleholders that won’t tip or burn.

· Trim candle wicks to one-quarter inch before lighting.

· When lighting candles, keep your hair and clothing away from the flame.

· Be careful not to splatter hot wax when extinguishing a candle

· Place candles where they will not be knocked down or blown over and out of the reach of pets and children.

· Always keep burning candles up high, out of the reach of children. If you have children in your home, store candles, matches, and lighters out of their site, preferably in a locked cabinet.

· Avoid using candles during power outages. Have flashlights, batteries, and battery powered lighting on hand for emergency lighting.

· Put candles away from windows or doorways or anywhere drafts could affect the flame.

